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The 2022-23 Social Protests and the Delegitimization of
the Islamic Republic'

Farhad Khosrokhavar
Abstract

The movement that shook Iran from September 2022 to March 2023 carries with it major anthropological
and sociological innovations. Women, for the first time, are the promoters of the movement, not just a
supplement to men. The movement combines two types of demands: existential (the appropriation of
women's bodies by themselves through the rejection of the compulsory veil) and political (the end of the
dictatorship and the establishment of political pluralism). The movement also creates for the first time the
conditions for an inclusive ethnicity that proclaims the unity of Iran while respecting its ethnic and religions
diversity. The movement targeted the theocratic state which had become hyper-repressive and totalitarian.

Without organization and leadership, the movement has not been able to overthrow the Islamic state, but
it has revealed its major crisis and illegitimacy.

Keywords

political and existential freedom, Veil, Joie de vivre, Secularization, everyday life, predatory
state, new ethnicity

Farhad Khosrokhavar is a retired professor at Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris,
France. His two recent English books are Jibadism in Europe (2021) and Family and Jibadism, a socio-
anthropological study of the French experience (2022) in collaboration with Jérome Ferret.

1 'This title was suggested to me by Ali Banuazizi. I thank him for that.
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2| Khosrokhavar

“Little by little, drunkards will arrive
Little by little wine worshipers will
arrive

Sweet lovers are on the way

Florists will arrive from the flower
gardens

Little by little, in the world made of
those who are and those who are not
Those who are not will fade away,
and those who ate will be there.”
(Rumi)

The movement that started in Iran in
September 2022 can be called feminist
(but it cannot reduced to this aspect),
youthful (but this aspect is insufficient to
characterize it entirely), democratic (this
is an undeniable characteristic of this
movement but the movement is more
than that), "joie de vivre", i.e. the will to
live one's life by rejecting religious
constraints (but this is also insufficient
to characterize it entirely). For some, it is
an uprising (khizesh in Persian), for
others, a revolution... We will use the
more neutral term of movement. The
future will decide the name of this wave
of protest of several months that we will
call, for convenience " the September
2022 Movement" in reference to its
beginning, as the revolution of January
2011 in Egypt or the revolution of 1848
in Burope referred to their beginnings.

Introduction

The September 2022 Movement that
we are witnessing in Iran since mid-
September 2022 is not the fortuitous
outcome of the tragic death of a young
woman, Mahsa Amini. It has a feminist
dimension that has its own history?2.

The movement was launched at the
announcement of Mahsa Amini’s death,
a 22-year-old woman of Kurdish origin
who died in the premises of the Morality
Police in Tehran on September 14 from
blows received on her head. At the
university of Tehran and women's
university Al-Zahra, students began to
demonstrate and chant the slogan which
became the emblem of a new feminist
movement: “Women, Life, Liberty”. In
a few days, 110 universities and similar
institutions were affected by the
movement, which spread in Iranian
cities. From the beginning, men, mostly
young, participated actively in it
alongside women.

One can compare this movement to
those of 2009 (The Green Movement)
or of 2015 to 2019. They can be termed
as « monothematic ». They were against
single issues: the Green Movement was
against electoral fraud and the denial of
citizens' dignity and their political
freedom; those of 2015- 2019 were
against the high cost of living and the
corruption of the authorities; or against
the drought and pollution caused by the
mismanagement by the Regime; or
against ethnic  repression... These
movements were dissociated from each
other and in many ways, isolated from

2 There is a vast body of literature on Feminism in Iran. Among them: Janet Afary, Sexwual Politics in Modern
Iran (Cambridge University Press, 2009) ; Nayereh Tohidi, “Women’s Rights And Feminist Movements In
Iran,” International Journal on Human Rights 13, no.24 (Winter 2016); Azadeh Kian, Femumes et pouvoir en
islam (Paris, Editions Michalon, 2019). The feminist side of this movement will be dealt with by other

scholars like Nayereh Tohidi in this Journal.
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each other by a repressive government
that locks society in the straitjacket of its
prohibitions. The citizens did not dare to
break all the chains at the same time.
During those years, there were labor
movements, movements against the
high cost of living, against the wveil
imposed on women, against pollution,
isolated from each other, unable to unify
under a single motto... The September
2022 Movement is « plurithematic ». It
largely unifies many features that were
separated in the previous ones. It gathers
the grievances and, in a sense, brings
them together under a single motto, first
formulated in the slogan "Woman, life,
freedom", and very quickly radicalized
into "Down with the dictator".

The September 22 Movement stands
up against the repression of women by a
government that humiliates and
inferiorizes them in the name of Islamic
laws. It also stands up against the Islamic
Regime, which has rejected legal
opposition since 2009. It stands up
against a state which is perceived as the
main agent in the general
impoverishment of the country and the
deterioration of the socio-economic
situation of the overwhelming majority
of the population.

A new type of citizen, male and
female, has emerged in Iran since 2009.
At that time, within the Green
Movement, they did not challenge the
legitimacy of the Islamic regime but
demanded its democratic reform. In
2022, the new citizens have broken away
from the theocratic state and have
demanded, first, the freedom of women
and, second, the overthrow of the

3 This view joins Alain Touraine’s social movement theory.

Islamic regime and the establishment of
a democracy.

In this article we will focus at first on
the new youth subjectivity that was at the
origin of this movement, and then, at the
secularization that made possible the
questioning of the Theocratic Regime in
Iran.

The new subjectivity

Social movements are determined by
objective, historical conditions but go
beyond them. Social activists launch the
movement by questioning a social order
perceived as repressive and by acting in
accordance with a subjectivity, alienated
and mistreated by it3. In Iran, the major
adversary is the Theocratic Regime that
denies fundamental freedoms to the
society. The movement that has been
developing since September 2022 has
characteristics that distinguish it from
the large movements of 2009 (the Green
Movement) and those of 2015-2019. It
differs from the former in that it
unambiguously rejects the Powers that
be (the slogan “Death to the Dictator”
(marg bar diktator) is one of the most
common ones). It differs from the latter
in that it proposes clear aims about an
alternative political regime based on the
slogan "Woman, Freedom, Life”. It
shares with the 2015-2019 movements
the absence of leadership and
organization, which indicates its extreme
institutional weakness. The Islamic
Regime, by cutting off the Internet and
massively arresting the demonstrators
(more than 20 thousand arrests until
March 2023), has tried to stifle the
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movement, which  cruelly lacks
organization and leadership.

The objective causes of this
movement can be listed: the closure of
the political system and the elimination
of Reformists (Khatami's presidency
from 1997 to 2005 was the apogee of
reformism and since then, Reformists
have been gradually eliminated from the
political scene); the increase in poverty
as a result of the lack of economic
development; Iran's isolation on the
international scene; the withdrawal of
the United States under President
Trump from the nuclear treaty in 2018
and the application of restrictive clauses
that make the legal sale of oil extremely
difficult by Iran and the multiplication of
the price of the dollar by more than six
with a very high inflation rate (more than
50% for several years) and the growing
unemployment among young people;
the collapse of the middle classes and the
extension of poverty to these strata in
front of the indecent wealth of the ruling
elite... The subjective cause of the
movement is a youth that no longer
accept to submit to the Theocratic
Government for fear of repression. In
the denial of legitimacy to the Islamic
Republic, one dimension stands out,
based on the secularization of the
society: the importance of the life in this
world, with its joys and freedom that we
call the “Joie de vivre”. Seculatization
has caught the despotic regime
unawares. The will to live and the refusal
of a false sacrifice in the name of
martyrdom in the service of a regime

hitherto devoid of legitimacy is why we
can call this movement for the “joie de
vivre” (joy of living) and against a killjoy
regime4, in its cultural dimension.

The notion of "joie de vivre" is
included in the main slogan of the
September 2022 Movement, namely
"Woman, Life, Freedom". It is
expressed in the word "life" in this
slogan. The existential dimension of
"joie de vivre" is found in the third word
of the slogan, "freedom", which has two
dimensions: on the one hand, bodily,
individual freedom, in short, the
aspiration to live one's life outside of any
religious or government restrictions,
which is mainly embodied by women
under the Islamic theocracy, the main
targets of bodily coercion; the second
dimension of freedom 1is political,
namely the demand for a secular and
democratic regime.

The demand for Joie de vivre is more
visible among women insofar as they are
the most affected by repression
according to the traditional view which
designates them as the vectors of
temptation and the promoters of vices.
The Islamic Regime, in search of
symbolic  legitimacy, used  these
prejudices by reinforcing them through
its police forces such as the vice squads.
The more the regime fails in real life with
a drifting economy and an impoverished
society, the more it reinforces in the
symbolic realm macho prejudices against
women by suppressing their
manifestations of joie de vivre.
Numerous expressions of transgressive

4 See Farhad Khosrokhavar, “L’Etat chiite est un hymne a la mort,” I.°Obs, October 22, 2022,
https:/ /www.nouvelobs.com/moyen-otient/20221122.0BS66224 /iran-l-etat-chiite-est-un-hymne-a-la-
motthtml; L'Tran : La jennesse démocratique contre I'Etat prédatenr [Tran : The Democratic Y outh Against the Predator

State] (Patis: Edition des Fauves, 2023).
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joy are visible in the bonfire by young
women and men burning their veils and
dancing around it as well as in the ironic
tags and the rejection of the haggard and
sad side of the Islamic Regime and its
endless, dreary rituals of mourning
throughout the year. The latter
constantly promotes a gloomy view of
existence, entirely devoted to the fight
against the so-called enemies of Islam in
the name of martyrdom. To summarize,
women have become the scapegoats of
the Regime, which blames them for its
own failures in virtually all social,
political, ecological, and economic areas,
and punishes them to reassure men
(women are the culprits, not the
Government). But the men have
culturally changed, and the new male
generations feel complicit with women,
not suspicious towards them, as were
men in traditional societies5. They no
longer accept the repression of women
as an ersatz of the Regime’s global
fiasco, unable to ensure a decent life for
the overwhelming majority of citizens.

The new female generations include
mothers and daughters. They live in a
world where a large part of Iranian
cultural life is now created by women

(the high number of Iranian women
writers, but also their presence as
journalists, lawyers, teachers and
scholars...¢). In all artistic fields their
breakthrough is undeniable (painting,
theater, cinema). They manage to find
their place in the sciences within the
prestigious Iranian universities (Sharif
University in Tehran has been the
breeding ground for students like
Mariam Mirzakhani, the first woman to
have obtained the Fields Medal in
mathematics in 2014). However, women
are excluded not only from the political
life, but also from the economic
activities in accordance with their
competence. They face a range of legal
and social barriers, limiting their
livelihoods. Although they make up over
50% of university graduates, their
participation in the workforce is
according to the latest official Iranian
statistics, 15%. The 2015 Global Gender
Gap report, produced by the World
Economic Forum, ranks Iran in the
bottom five countries (141 out of 145)
for gender equality, including equality in
economic participation (according to a
2017 report from the Iranian Center for
Statistics 18.2% of the workforce was
made up of women). In 1400 (March

5 Even great poets like Ferdowsi showed this suspicion towards women who were scapegoats for men’s

failures. This view existed also in the Western literature.

6 The exclusion and institutional repression of women by the Islamic regime has led to the proliferation of
their words. Writing has become an act of survival, self-assertion and denunciation. Being better educated
than in the past with an access to reading and writing fostered by their education at school and university,
many women have taken up the pen and expressed their desire for recognition through writing novels. They
describe their sufferings, their loves, their fears and the unjust prohibitions of which they are victims both of

society and the Islamic State.

In recent decades, many Iranian bestsellers have been works by women. Bamdad khomar, "The Dazed
Dawn" by Fataneh Hadj Seyed Djavadi, "My Part" (Sahm e Man) by Parinoush Sani'i, have had many
dozens of reprints. To quote but one case, Zoya Pirzad won the prize for best novel at the Golshiri festival
in 2000. Farkhondeh Aghaf also won the Golshiri Prize for her masterpiece He Taught Satan and Burned
Him (Be sheytan amoukht va souzand) in 2005. Female authors like Fariba Vafi, Mahsa Moheb-Ali, and
Shiva Arastoui (she won the Golshiri and the Yalda prizes in 2003) have been recognized by the public as

full-fledged writers.
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2020-March 2021), the share of the
unemployed population of higher
education in the whole country was
13.6%, 9.7% for men and 22.8% for
women. Their unemployment rate was
mote than double that of men, while
their academic level was equivalent to
them. In 1400, about 15% of all workers
in the country were women’. Compared
to the last decade, there was a reduction
of their activity (in the years 1390 it was
between 17 and 18%).The significant
gap in women’s participation in the
Iranian labor market has occurred
against a backdrop of accentuated
violations of women's economic and
social rights by the authorities since
2009. In 2012 under the presidency of
Ahmadinejad, at least 77 fields of study
in 306 different universities did not accept
female students. The last years of his
administration also coincided with the
Government's stated goal of population
growth. During that period, several
pieces of legislation were introduced in
parliament that further marginalized
women in the labor market (they should
stay at home to educate their future
numerous children).

Family rights (primacy of the man's
right to divorce), child custody
(entrusted primarily to the man in case
of divorce), the right to travel (the
husband's authorization is necessary),
inheritance (the woman receives half of
the man's), in short, everything that
constitutes the dignity of a woman in her
daily life is systematically scorned by an
archaic Islamic jurisprudence since 1979.
It denotes an unbearable legal inferiority
with regard to women who are as well

educated as men. The derogatory veil
takes on a meaning that goes far beyond
its sartorial significance: it expresses the
permanence of a coercion that does not
take into account the modern world
where the dignity of the female citizen
meets that of the male one, culturally and
socially (they know as much as men, in
contrast to the past where they were
inferiors in terms of knowledge). The
Green Movement of 2009 showed the
same level of political awareness among
young men and women: while
denouncing electoral fraud, young
women, shoulder to shoulder with men,
shouted: "Where is my voter" (ra'ye man
kodjast?). The distinction between men
and women was blurred in the street
demonstrations where they mixed with
men and claimed the right to democratic
citizenship. Almost two years before the
Arab Revolutions of December 2010
(Tunisia) and January 2011 (Egypt), they
claimed the equal political dignity
(karamat) of men and women.

Nowadays, a large proportion of
young men share an anthropological
sense of quasi-equality with women in
their daily lives and encounters, whether
within the family or in close social
relationships. For this reason, the
dichotomy in the West between feminist
activists and men is not found with the
same acuity in Iran where the common
enemy is the Theocratic Regime. In
response to a shared sense of inequity
that points to the fundamental
illegitimacy of the Theocratic State, in
the current movement men and women
have made a close alliance. They shout in

7 Markaz-e Amar-e Iran [Statistical Center of Iran], https://www.amar.org.it/ statistical-information
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unison in  their demonstrations:
"Woman, Life, Freedom".

In a sense, the Theocratic Regime has
made the lives of young people, men and
women alike, unbearable for almost
identical reasons: the denial of their
subjectivity, of their sense of dignity, of
their desire to be full-fledged citizens, of
their wish to live in a less religious, more
secular society, where each person
would decide on their own faith, free
from the intrusion of a normative
religion imposed from above (large
numbers of young people have
converted  to  Evangelism, by
transgressing the prohibitions stipulated
by the Islamic Republic, in spite of harsh
repression). In addition, the denial of
freedom is accompanied by economic
impoverishment, which now includes
more than a quarter of the society (25
millions) living below the poverty line. It
pushes the middle classes into poverty
with an extremely high rate of inflation.
Subjectivity is affected: the dark view of
the future is expressed y by the Iranian
rapper Emad Ghavidel in his song “My
Generation” (nasle man), recently put in
prison:

"Today I regret yesterday
Tomorrow I cry for today

I can't sing with feelings anymore,
I'm from the burnt generation, let me
move in the ashes".

The feeling of helplessness is
heightened by a dark despair that the
singer expresses eloquently:

"When as a young (man), yout joy of
living (zowgh) is dying, continuing to
live gives you nausea".

It is in this deep sense, the future
blocked and the present mournful of the
past, that the movement of generalized
insubordination launched in September
2022 is lived by the youth not only as a
protest, but also a way to find the joy of
living against a killjoy State, enemy of
free life, an infernal machinery which
kills and tortures those who protest in
order to live.

The new generations, female and
male, between the ages of 17 and 25, and
even adolescents (between 12 and 10)
have their own characteristics that
distinguish them from the older ones. In
particular, what has affected young
women in  their  revolt and
demonstrations against the veil over the
last decade or so reveals the complicity
between young women and men. The
former feel infantilized by a
Government that denies them the
sovereign right to dress for identity
reasons, finely analyzed by Iranian
feminists, in particular Noushine
Ahmadi Khorassani®. She insists on the
new youth culture in which the aesthetic
self-concern has taken a significance that
it did not have with the Marxist or leftist
Iranian feminists of the previous
generation. For them, the toilet was a
"fetichist bourgeois" phenomenon. It
was to be banned in the name of a leftist
vision, enemy of an alienating beauty
that objectified women and made them

8 Noushin Ahmadi Khorassani, “Cera Harkate Doxtarane Xianan-e Engqelab Gostares Nayaft [Why the
movement of the ‘Gitls of enqelab Avenue’ has not extended to the entire society|,” Zamaneh Media,
December 18, 2018. https://www.radiozamanch.com/425026?fbclid=IwAR3_un4-Rlg
pXP229xpFsBToOWLmrpKc73XIbq0yEbc6rAXPPxWwVAzXFE
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the prey of male sexual consumption.
Khorassani sees in the "Selfie culture” of
the younger generation a tangible
expression of a new self-care among
young women. The breakthrough of the
female body in clothing (and in
particular, the veil) has become a new
issue in women’s assertiveness. The
close conjunction of being at the same
time beautiful and a self-aware individual
did not exist in the mothers’ feminist
generation.

The new generation, caring about
their physical appearance, are much
more rebellious against the veil than the
older ones.

To sum up, the veil, which was
perceived in the previous feminist
generation as a marginal phenomenon,
has been elevated to a central position in
the identity claims of the new generation
of women. For them, the appropriation
of their body is an essential part of their
identity. Within this reappropriated
body, the right to be oneself is combined
with the right to appear as they wish, a
minor dimension in the previous
generation. This phenomenon, the
centrality of the body, is not restricted to
women. Young men share the « selfie
culture » to a large extent with women.
For them, their appearance is part of
their identity. By repressing the
emotional bonds between them and
young women, the Islamic Regime
unifies them against itself, in the name of
the Joie de vivre.

Secularization has also broken down
the barriers between men and women, as
well as the sense of the licit and illicit.
They no longer believe that it is a sin to
be together, to intermingle, to share
bonds that can go as far as premarital
sexual relations in the name of the joie
de vivre. The Islamic Regime does not
understand this new phenomenon,
which it perceives as an existential threat
to its Islamic identity.

Everyday life, the worsening
economic situation, and the youth

The Iranian middle class has been
impoverished since the beginning of the
21st century and especially 2015. With
the restrictive measures of the US
President Trump in May 2018 against
the Iranian economy, the dollar
multiplied its value by seven and more,
causing a rate of inflation that severely
affected the Iranian household income
and made daily life increasingly difficult.

The critique of everyday life,
conceptualized by Henri Lefebvre from
the end of the 1940s until the 1980s,
reveals the frustration of social groups in
class relations and their transformation
into social struggle within the urban
context. One can generalize this point of
view and extend it to cultural and
existential stakes, while maintaining the
dimension of class conflict in the sense
of conflict with an oil rentier state. The
Iranian theocratic state reconstitutes
social classes through its control over oil
resources by  redistributing  them
primarily to its repressive elites’.

9 Khosrokhavar, Farhad, Saeed Paivandi. “Ruzmarregi va Jones-haye Ejtemai [Dailyness and Social
Movements|,” Iran Academia, Agora, May 18, 2023, https:/ /iranacademia.com/agora/text/article/ published-
in~agora/°/0D8°/oB10/0D90/0880/0DSO/OBZO/OD9°/0850/0D8°/OB1O/ODAO/OAFO/ODBO/O8C~0/0D90/088~
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For the Iranian social classes, daily
life has meant constant impoverishment
and increasingly violent repression by
the state since at least the second decade
of the 21st century. To this one can add
another parameter, that of generation.
The new generations are not afraid of
confrontation with the predatory Islamic
State, and they are paying for it with
imprisonment, torture, and a high
number of deaths in street protests since
2015.

Everyday life, in addition to the
deteriorating economic situation, is
marked by a fundamental rupture
between private and public space. The
older generations begrudgingly accept it
but the younger ones refuse to endorse
it. They feel an inadmissible hypocrisy in
mimicking an "Islamic" attitude in the
street that is far from their lived
experience and their way of life. Within
families, including those of the lower
classes, people behave in a certain
secular way and in the public space, in
another, apparently pious manner. In the
family, the father often consumes
alcohol (the well-off drink whiskey, the
poor, low quality brandy, aragh), most
people do not say daily prayers,
especially among the youth, they watch
the forbidden channels through satellite
dishes and mentally exile themselves
from a gloomy daily life. In the street,
they are forced to pretend to be
"Muslims". The list of restrictions is
extensive: no breaking of the Ramadan
fast, no woman without a veil, no
consumption of alcoholic beverages...
Subjectivity, especially among the young

people, swears with the simulacrum of
Islamic behavior, it is constantly
challenged by Islamic standards that they
do not embody. On top of it, they
believe to have no future in a society
where repression has replaced social
dialogue, and the ruling elite are openly
corrupt. They live the good life where
the overwhelming majority rots in the
destitution and a hopeless life. However,
the major victims are the women who
must, often under the stifling heat of hot
summers, go outside tightly covered.

The rupture between private and
public life, the growing chasm between
the rich and the poor, the deteriorating
ecological conditions, and on top of it,
the absence of basic freedoms in regard
to leisure are causes of frustration and
humiliation among the young people.
They have no respect for mandatory
Islamic standards and often harbor great
contempt towards them. When it comes
to choosing between their desires and
Islamic prohibitions, without hesitation,
the vast majority of them choose the
former and trample Islamic norms. They
have become secularized, and religion is
only spiritually meaningful to most of
them. It should not govern their actions
and social interactions, subject to
“thisworldly” norms, outside religious
observances. This is where the cultural
contradiction with theocratic power
comes into play: the Theocratic Regime
literally does not understand that one
can escape from the principles of Islam,
codified by Tradition and stereotypical
behaviors that are, in the eyes of the
youth, from another time and place.

%D8%ACYID9%86%D8%A8%D8%B4-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-
%D8%A7%D8%ACY%D8%AA%DI%85%D8%A7%D8%BI%DB%SC/
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Islamic prohibitions also serve as a
reminder of the supremacy of the
government in everyday life. It governs
the day-to-day relations of individuals to
whom it denies the right to question
them, which gives it a hegemony that
cannot be challenged without putting
oneself outside of Islam and its
legitimacy.

Under the Pahlavis, the Iranian
middle classes had internalized many
seculatized norms which made them
resistant to the return of religion in their
midst after the establishment of the
Shiite theocracy in 1979.

Almost half a century after the Reza
Shah’s secularization from above in the
1930s, on the eve of the Islamic
Revolution of 1979, a large part of the
Iranian  middle-class  families  had
adopted the new secular mores. They
were internalized by the successive
generations. The Islamic authorities did
everything to de-secularize Iranian
society and re-Islamize it. The result has
been cultural hypocrisy and schizoidism:
in thepublic space most people fake an
Islamic posturing and in the private
space they assume a secular way of life.
Islamization as a societal project has
failed. More than four decades after the
Islamic Revolution, the new generations
reject the schizoid attitude of their
parents (mimicking Islamic piety in the
public sphere and leading a non-Islamic
private life) and refuse to play the
alienating  double game denoting
hypoctrisy and inauthenticity. The

Feminist movement of September 2022
is the rejection of schizoidism, it asserts
the primacy of free citizens over the
servitude of mandatory religion. On this
point, men and women are in total
agreement.

The ecological disaster

In Iran, the corruption of the
government is a major issue. According
to the 2022 international « Corruption
Perceptions Index » Iran ranks 147th out
of 18010, In comparison, Iran’s neighbor
Turkey is 101t Saudi Arabia 54t
Tunisia, 85%, and Egypt, 130t.

A major area  where the
Government’s  corruption and  its
incompetence have created a disaster is
the environment. It has multiplied the
risks of drying up the rivers by unduly
increasing the number of dams, which
have brought in a lot of financial benefits
for the Revolutionary Guards: they
receive exclusive contracts from the
Government, without any competition
from the private sector, by mutual
agreement, leaving room for great
corruption and  overestimation of
expenditure and services. In many cases,
the dams increase the salinization of the
land, making the agricultural land
around many rivers unusable. They
break the fragile ecological balance of a
country located mainly in a semi-arid
zone ' (On the eve of the 1979
Revolution, there were 13 dams in Iran;
in 2022, 650 without any economic
rationale for this vertiginous increase).

10 See “Corruption perceptions index,” Transparency International, 2022,

https:/ /www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2022.

11 Kahrom, “Sadsazi Yeki az Bozorgtarin Proje-haye Dolati Ast keh Extelas va Davtalab dar an Ziad Ast
[Dam construction is one of the biggest government projects in which embezzlement and volunteers are a

lot|,” Entekhab, December 13, 2022.
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The salinization of agricultural lands
makes them unusable and farmers rush
to the cities in unhealthy slums, devoid
of minimal hygienic services. Many
demonstrations in southern Iran have
taken place either because of the
deterioration of the environment or the
drying up of rivers like Zayandeh-Roud
in Isfahan whose water has been
diverted to other provinces in defiance
of the ecological balance. However, the
place of ecology and economy in the
slogans of the September 2022
Movement has been marginal. The
political dimension (against dictatorship
and for democracy) and gender (the
place of women in society as free citizens
with sovereignty over their own bodies)
took center stage. The ecological and
economic considerations were often
present in the background. The
demonstrators  often  preferred to
emphasize repression and feminist
issues rather than focusing on the
economy and ecology, which are
nevertheless of immense importance in
daily life and in local protest movements
against the regime.

The “joie de vivre”

Beyond a culture of authenticity (the
refusal of hypocrisy and the duality
between public and private space), the
jole de vivre is also the cult of happiness
and the urge to free oneself from old
constraints. But in addition to that, it is
a culture of transgression against the
norms of a predatory state: one abides by
the meaning of a secular life, free of any
religious  presuppositions and by

denouncing the monopolization by this
state of the private and public domain in
the name of Islam. The culture of the
jole de vivre has a fundamentally
protesting dimension in this sense, it is
the joie de vivre against the moroseness
of the life epitomized by the Islamic
Republic. By acting in an ostentatious,
even exhibitionist way, the culture of
proximity between men and women, in
the movement of September 2022 the
jole de vivre has become an eminently
political theme, in frontal opposition to
the Islamic Regime. By sharing it, young
men and women have achieved a deep
complicity in frontal opposition to it.

The joie de vivre is expressed in
many ways. First of all, through direct
relations between young men and
women, ignoring the restrictions of the
Sharia. But it is also ostensively
expressed in the festivities, including
modern Iranian dancing and singing
(both forbidden to women). During the
protest movement, women dance
without veils, sometimes accompanied
by men (even in the so-called
traditionalist province of Baluchistan, in
the town of Minab), until a late date,
April 2023, in the public place, by
taunting the Islamic Regime!2. In the
West, dancing in the street, filming it and
putting it on the Web is a commonplace
act of sharing moments of pleasure. In
Iran, this act takes on a subversive
meaning: it is a revolt against the culture
of gloom, an act of ridiculing a state that
forbids the free display of the body in
public space, and above all, an act of
iconoclastic  self-affirmation against a

12 See for a non-exhaustive list of these dances up to April 2023: “Performance Binazir-e Yek Zan-e
Mobarez dar Bazar-e Tajris [A unique performance of a fighting woman, in Tajrish Bazaar].” Gooya News,
April 7, 2013. https://news.gooya.com/2023/04/post-74866.php
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hyper-violent state that can jail or harm
in various ways for this type of
transgression.

The modern mix where the barriers
are broken between men and women is
at the heart of the need for bodily
intimacy, repressed by the Islamic
Regime. The desire for closeness
between young people in love or
friendship is more sharpened, because of
the very prohibition that is imposed on
them. Without this sword of Damocles
threatening relations between young
people of the opposite sex, some would
have had a bad conscience or a feeling of
self-restraint. Given the ogre-like role of
the Islamic State, the desire to bring men
and women closer together becomes
transgressively irresistible, and any
feeling of unease linked to the traditional
superego is swept away by this desire to
assert oneself against an illegitimate
political order. In other words, the
excess of repression makes the
infringement of the Islamic standards
legitimate. In a  more neutral
environment, without the constant
threat of the state, gender relations
might have been more "moderate", less
iconoclastic. Now, antagonism to the
predatory government brings men and
women together to affirm their
aspiration to live together, in open
contempt of its prohibitions.

The September 2022 Movement is
the exacerbation of this desire which
manifests itself not only in the act of
removing the mandatory veil, but also,
to set it on fire, to dance together, men
and women in a round, and to trample
collectively the Islamic prohibitions in
an ostentatious manner, not only in
private but in public.

The Web allows the extension of the
public space to the different regions of
Iran and beyond that, to the whole
wortld. Not only the local public space
becomes the arena of transgression, but
also the national space in front of the
wotld. The Web reveals the Islamic
State’s failure to subdue young women
who taunt its hegemony. This calls into
question the reputation of the Islamic
Republic as the defender of orthodox
Shiism and challenger of Western-style
secularism. A concrete example of this
irresistible joie de vivre can be found in
the young couple who danced in front of
Azadi Square in Tehran, the young
woman unveiled:

Astiaj  Haghighi and  Amir
Mohammad Ahmadi were sentenced
each to 10 years and 6 months of
imprisonment and additional
punishments, for “promotion of
impurity and indecency, assembly and
collusion against national security, and
propaganda against the regime.” They
have also been banned from social
activities on the Internet and leaving the
country for two years.
An informed source told HRANA that
they were denied access to a lawyer
during legal proceedings. On November
1, 2022, security forces violently arrested
this couple at their home in Tehran.
Their arrest occurred after they
published a video on social media
showing them dancing. After their
arrest, Mrs Haghighi was relocated from
Evin Prison to Qarchak Prison in
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Varamin '3 The Islamic regime
manipulated the information and falsely
claimed that the sentences were reduced
to 5 years imprisonment for each of
them!4. The new soutrces maintain the
ten years sentence for each of them!s.

This young couple knew full well that
they risked heavy sentences not only by
dancing on the courtyard of Azadi
Square, but also by putting their video
on the Web. In Joie de vivre, on top of
its exhibitionist desire to show off one’s
bodily freedom, there is a transgressive
dimension in relation to the laws that are
perceived as "killjoys". In the same way,
this young couple wanted to reveal to the
others their will to communicate to the
entire world and to spread their way of
life, in defiance of the repressive Iranian
theocracy. The degrading and repressive
treatment they were subjected to after
their arrest at home testifies to the
ferocity of a State that does not
understand its citizens and believes only
in outright repression to subdue them:
they were ferociously beaten, forced to
undress and dress in front of their
torturers and to suffer the insults of the
clerical judge in the hearing as well as the
inhuman sentence of more than ten
years imprisonment. The Islamic regime
falsely believes that by breaking the joie
de vivre as a dangerous political demand,
it will subjugate the entire society.

The Joie de vivre becomes manifest
in the irresistible aspiration to freely
dispose of one's own body, and to reject
the constraints of religious prohibitions.
They are experienced as unacceptable,
the more so as they are at odds with the
habits that young people follow in their
everyday lives. But their attitude goes
beyond bodily emancipation, since their
direct consequence is the demand for
political freedom, freedom to associate,
men and women, to join together by
rejecting the constraints of the Islamic
Regime. In short, existential and political
freedom are closely linked in the
September 2022 Movement. This is
what distinguishes this movement from
that of 2009 (the Green Movement) in
which only political freedom was
targeted or from those of 2015-2019 in
which economic demands had the upper
hand (the impoverishment of the
weakest strata, their inability to ensure
decent family life...). In the September
2022 Movement, the demand for the joie
de vivre and political freedom are closely
related. The aspiration to a secular daily
life is associated with the irrepressible
desire for political freedom. In this
respect, young people, women and men,
have the same aspiration: to live freely,
side by side, without being constrained
by repressive norms based on an archaic
Islam, and to have the political freedom
to choose the kind of regime that suits
them. Secularization has made religion

13 “T'wo Instagram Bloggers Sentenced to a Total of 21 Years in Prison.” HRANA, January 31, 2023.
https:/ /www.en-hrana.org/ two-instagram-bloggers-sentenced-to-a-total-of-21-years-in-ptison/

14 “Video-ye Rags dar Barabar-e Mejdan-e Azadi : Doxtar va Pesar-e Javan Panj Sal Habs Gereftand [Dance
video in front of Azadi Square ; The young boy and girl were Sentenced to five years Prison|.” BBC Persian,
January 31, 2023. https://www.bbc.com/petsian/wotld-64478195.

15 “Fahasi-ye Qazi Salavati beh Astiaj Haqjiqi [Judge Salavati’s obscenity to Astiaj Haqjiqi).” Independent Farsi,

Februari 5, 2023
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an individual fact, it has made obsolete
the imposition of sacred norms by a state
that claims to represent God and which,
in fact, tramples the dignity of the
citizens. But the conjunction between
the demands of women and men does
not stop there. The minimalist demands
of women perfectly converge with those
of men as long as the repressive
government lasts. In case it is
overthrown, women will be able to
express their feminist demands in a freer
political environment. But before that,
they are content with a demand for civic
freedom that does not conflict with men,
their allies in the fight against the
predatory State. In the meantime, they
demand the end of the compulsory veil,
with which the large majority of men
agree.

The Iranian Diaspora

The new generations are in touch
with the outside world through the Web
and the Iranian Diaspora (more than 3
million Iranians live outside Iran, which
has significantly contributed to this
movement. The Diaspora has mobilized
Western public opinion by holding
demonstrations of sometimes several
tens of thousands of people to support
the September 2022 movement,
denouncing the numerous
infringements of human rights by the
Iranian predatory regime. We can cite
those of Berlin, Montreal, London,
Paris, and San Francisco on October 22,
2022 and on many other occasions. As a
sign of solidarity with Iranian women,
those of the Diaspora cut their hair in
front of the media, demonstrators
chanted the slogan "Woman, Freedom,
Life", including those called "celebrities”
in Iran, that is artists, movie stars,

football  players,  scientists  and
businessmen known in the West ... The
mobilization in the West has sealed once
again, after the Green Movement of
2009, the close link between the Iranian
Diaspora and the democratic
movements in Iran.

Considering the “economic success”
of the Iranian Diaspora in the West,
another aspect of the Government’s
policy, namely its antagonistic relation to
the West hurts the subjectivity of the
new generations. The Islamic Regime’s
attitude towards the West does not
reflect that of society. The former
accuses the international order (and
particularly the West) for all the ills of
the world and focuses on Israel and the
United States as the mother of all vices.
In their daily lives, Iranians do not target
Israel, and the Palestinian issue is not
paramount to them, although some of
them might disapprove of the Israeli
attitude  towards the Palestinians.
Motreover, the Iranian Government's
attitude towards the West makes the
social and material life of Iranians
difficult. They do not harbor
antagonistic feelings towards the West,
where a few million diasporic Iranians
reside. The dream of the Iranian youth is
to migrate to the West, for lack of
opportunity in Iran, but also to breathe
the air of freedom on top of economic
progtess. The U.S. embargoes are
perceived as unfair (it hurts Iranians
instead of targeting the Government),
and the Iranian Government is also
viewed as an important contributor to
the U.S. retaliatory measures against
Iran. One of the slogans of the
protestets has been: «"Our enemy is
here/They  lie  (Islamic  regime
proponents)  saying it's  America"
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(dochmane ma haminjast/dorouq migan
amrikast).

The Iran of the 2020s is a secularized
country, at least in most of its youth!. It
aspires above all, to a pluralistic and
secular society where freedom of dress
goes hand in hand with political
freedom, in an appeased relationship
with the outside world, especially the
West. The Iranian diaspora dispersed in
many Western countries (but also in
Turkey, India and the Emirates) has
managed to keep close touch with Iran
and inspires the Iranian youth in her
relationship with the West, which she
dreams to join.

The September 2022 Movement as a
pre-feminist movement

The September 2022 movement has
two distinct dimensions:

-an existential dimension that 1 call
“joie de vivre” (zest for life, love of life)

-a  political, anti-dictatorial, and
democratic dimension.

These two features, while distinct, are
closely related. They are the two sides of
freedom: the existential and the political
dimensions. Under the clerical regime
which denies both, they are intertwined.
By following the traditional Sharia which
it has stiffened even more, the Islamic
Republic imposes ways of life that are
totally out of step with the aspirations of
the youth. They are eager to live more
and more in unison with a dreamed
secular world-society. They follow their

friends and family members who are
abroad, within a large diaspora closely
linked to Iran by cultural and emotional
ties. They are also influenced by the Web
and the lifestyle of the Iranian middle
classes who have preserved their secular
tradition since the overthrow of the
Shah’s regime in 1979.

In the September 2022 Movement
the feminist dimension is undeniable
and is epitomized by the refusal to wear
the imposed veil, and by participating in
the street demonstrations in which
young women exposed their unveiled
face in opposition to the theocratic
Islam. They stayed in the street by
protesting and occupying the center of
the stage. Young men joined them and
followed them. There was an alliance
against the predatory state.

Unanimity —against the Islamic
Republic and its repression has obscured
the feminism of young women that will
come into the open if the regime is
overthrown. As long as the predatory
regime is there, feminist demands will be
expressed in consensus with young men
who shate an ideal of freedom with
women. One day, when the dictatorial
regime is gone, feminist demands based
on the reclaiming of one's dignity in
confrontation with men (a necessary
dimension for the self-assertion of
women subjugated under the Islamic
regime) will surface. There are male
prejudices against women that are not
limited to those of the Theocratic
Regime but go beyond it. In the

16 See Moaddel, Mansoor. “Secular Shift Among Iranians: Findings from Cross-national & Longitudinal
Surveys,” Freedom of Thought Jonrnal, no.12 (Fall 2022). According to this study, “a reasonable expectation of
the extent of the Iranian support for the separation of religion and politics is placed at 70%.” For the youth,
this figure should be much higher due to its revolt within the September 2022 movement against the

Theocratic state.
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September 2022 movement, the feminist
side has been toned down by women in
order to fight against the oppressive
regime in close collaboration with men.

The second period of the September
2022 Movement

We can distinguish two periods in the
movement of September 2022: the one
where the bodily freedom of women
against the compulsory veil goes hand in
hand with the demand for the overthrow
of the dictatorial government (hence the
slogan "Death to the Dictator"). This
period  corresponds  from  mid-
September 2022 to February 2023,
except for the ethnic regions where the
demonstrations continue until March of
the same year. Then, after the massive
repression of the movement, a new
period opens where women act alone:
they go out without veil and taunt the
forces of order which try to put an end
to their going out without veil which
questions one of the symbolic pillars of
patriarchal Islam, namely the servitude
of female freedom in the name of divine
commandments.

This period when the movement has
de facto given up on overthrowing the
theocratic regime opens up a new
relationship between society and the
Islamic state, centered on women. Men
intervene indirectly, sometimes to
defend unveiled women against female
militia. But it is the centrality of women
that is asserted. The collective protest
that began with the death of Mahsa

Amini and spread to the entire youth is
now restricted to women who are the
bearers of female freedom against a
patriarchal state. They act individually
and not in collective demonstrations.
This makes their systematic repression
much more difficult but at the same
time, makes them fragile in the face of a
State that is not afraid to trample on
human rights and abuse them to reassert
its supremacy, threatened by the
September 2022 movement.

The collective protest movement has
thus turned into an individual refusal by
women to wear the veil in the second
period of the movement. In the first
period, there was no antagonism
between veiled women and those who
were unveiled in the demonstrations.
Veiled women participated to the
protest movement and agreed that the
veil should not be mandatory. On top of
it, they aspired as much as their unveiled
counterparts, to act for the overthrow
the dictatorship.

After the failure by the movement to
topple the Islamic regime through street
demonstrations, the government has
pushed (in many cases sponsored)
strictly veiled female agents to take on
young unveiled youth to notify them,
often aggressively, of their obligation to
wear the hijab. But often those young
women are not intimidated, and this
leads to a clash. One woman was dead in
the town of Mahan in the southern
province of Kerman!” and in another

17 During the fight that happened yesterday between a group in Bagh Shazdeh in Mahan Kerman, a 59-year-
old woman suffered a cardiac arrest and later died in the hospital. It is reported that some people were
injured in this incident. A woman on the bus says loudly, "Women should wear hijab."

According to the “ruyedad 24” website this conflict occurred when a group of passengers on a bus strongly
reminded veil-less women about the obligation to wear the hijab (tazakkore hejab), and people willing to



The 2022-23 Soctal Protests and the Delegitimization of the Islamic Republic |17

cases, veiled women have acted violently
against unveiled ones  (slapping,
threatening and abusing).

Another way of subduing the
unveiled women has been to film them
on the street and to deny them the social
services  (driving  license,  social
security...) and to close down stores,
restaurants, banks or other places where
unveiled women enter freely. This is
called "sealing" (polomb kardan).

The fight against unveiled women
launched by the Clerical Regime
continues in this way, without their
accepting the forced re-veiling. The
September 2022 movement has entered
a new phase in which women refuse to
comply with the government’s rulings
on the veil.

A war of attrition, centered on
women, and led by women has thus
been unleashed. The government’s
repression against them does not have
the same effectiveness as against the
demonstrations when the protesters
gathered in groups and were easily
identifiable. Now, each woman can be a
bearer of protest in a struggle in which
she acts alone, as do many young
women, scattered in every cornet,
making it very difficult to subdue them
efficiently by repressing them massively.
The  Islamic  State  fears  the
generalization  of  this  atomized
movement into collective ones, likely to
mobilize also the older generations, the
so-called “grey (hair) generation”.

The movement of September 2022
has had a major consequence: the loss of

fear complex on the part of many young
men and women. The latter find
themselves in the grip of the Islamic
Regime and lead the struggle against it in
the absence of collective demonstration,
at the individual level.

In this second phase, the role of the
Iranian diaspora in the West has become
even more prominent than in the first
phase. The role of the Iranian Diaspora
in the West has been crucial throughout
the September 2022 movement. Since
the decline of the collective
demonstrations from March 2023
onwards, the mobilization in the
Diaspora has intensified. One of its tasks
has been to throw the opprobrium on
the Islamic State before the international
public opinion. The bond between the
Iranian diaspora and the September
2022 movement is strong. By organizing
conferences, demonstrations and sit-ins
in front of political institutions (national
parliaments, the European Parliament,
the American Congress) or international
institutions  (the United Nations...),
Iranians outside Iran are trying not only
to mobilize international public opinion,
but also to instill new life into the protest
movement in Iran itself. The Diaspora is
at one with Iranian women and supports
them closely. To this end, she organizes
conferences and via the Web, tries to
involve known members of the Iranian
opposition within the country itself
(sometimes, political prisoners, men and
women) in the debate on the movement
and its future, as well as on the
conditions for the establishment of
democracy.

support the women came and clashed with them. See “Hejab Ejbari dar Iran [the mandatory hijab in Iran],”
BBC Persian, Aptil 24, 2023, https:/ /www.bbc.com/persian/atticles/c7201q59j4vo
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One can mention the Dialogue to
save Iran (goftegu baraye nejate iran), a
virtual conference, held on April 21 and
22,2023 by a group of opponents of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on the Club
House social network. Important figures
from inside Iran and the Diaspora took
part in it in six different panels.

Another conference on "The Future
of Women and Minorities in the
Revolution of “Women, Life, Freedom"
was held in Brussels on April 26 of the
same year, with the presence of
representatives of Iran's ethnic and
religious minorities, including Arabs,
Kurds, Baloch, Turks and Baha'is.

The Diaspora thus fulfills three
distinct functions in the service of the
protest movement in the second phase
of the movement in which women ate
alone in the face of a repressive
government: supporting women,
denouncing the illegitimate violence of
the Islamic Republic against its citizens,
and laying the foundations for future
democracy in Iran.

The new ethnicity and the protests

Two Iranian provinces stand out in
the 2022 protest movement: Sistan and
Baluchestan (south-eastern Iran) and the
province of Kurdistan in western Iran
(the city of Sanandaj as the capital of the
Kurdistan department) as well as the city
of Orumich in northwestern Iran where
Turkish-speaking people (Azeris) and
Kurds live side by side.

Kurdistan has a history of struggling
for autonomy, even independence (The
Republic of Mahabad was proclaimed on
January 22, 1946 and lasted until
November 27 of the same year, around
ten months).

What characterizes the present
demonstrations is the absence of slogans
related to independence, the desire to be
at one with the other Iranian provinces
while preserving the unity of the country
in the struggle against the theocratic
dictatorship. the demand for cultural
autonomy and full recognition of the
Kurdish language will be presented after
the end of the repressive regime.

The media spokesman (especially on
the Web) for Sistan and Baluchestan is
the Sunni cleric Mowlavi Abdolhamid,
who has been open-minded since the
beginning of the movement, denouncing
the repressive central government in
Iran, the compulsory veil and the Shiite
regime. His case contrasts with the rest
of Iran where the Shiite clergy is
denounced by young people for its
complicity with the repressive theocracy
that rules the country.

Moreover, unlike other regions of
Iran where mainly young people take to
the streets, in these two provinces
people in their forties and fifties join the
youthful demonstrators because of the
additional repression they suffer as
ethnic groups.

The slogans are  nonetheless
indicative of an inclusive patriotism on
the part of the  non-ethnic
demonstrators as well as the ethnic ones:
"Kurdistan is the pupil of the eye and the
light of Iran" (kordestan, cheraq o
cheshme iran) or on the part of the
Kurds: "We will take back together
Iran» (by ridding the country of this
bloody regime).

There is no divisive slogan opposing
Iranian Kurds, Turks, Arabs or
Balouches against non-ethnic Iranians.
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On the contrary, a new type of
citizenship, inclusive and democratic is
heard on the streets, in the ethnic and
non-ethnic regions, which is a new
phenomenon. The enemy 1is the
totalitarian state, unanimity against it
being universal.

The Iranian provinces are united in
denouncing the repression  that
invariably befalls everyone and is
particulatly aimed at women: "From
Kurdistan to Tehran, oppression of
women" (az kordestan ta tehran, setam
aleyhé zanan).

This new sense of belonging to the
same nation, bruised by the theocratic
state can be found in the words of a
famous rapper of Bakhtiari origin who
has long rapped about the multi-ethnic
composition of Iran, encouraging in his
song “The Battlefield” (meydoone jang)
unity between Iranians of different
ethnic origins, especially against the
predatory regime that enslaves the entire
population:

"Stay with us, we've stood by you for
years,". He enumerates the Iranian
cthnic groups in their diversity,
emphasizing the unity of the Iranian
nation, which, like a sea, has all the
cthnic rivers flowing into it: "It is not
enough to be a rebel, we have
revolutionary roots. Arab, Assyrian,
Armenian, Turkmen, Mazandari (from
Mazandaran, a northern province of
Iran), Sistani, Baluchi, Talesh, Tatar,
Azeri (Iranian Turk from Azerbaijan),
Kurd, Guilaki, Lour, Farsi (Persian-
speaking Iranian) and Qashqai, we are
the unity of the rivers: we are the sea."

The Government, partly to stir up
Iranian nationalism and scare the

population about ethnic separatism, is
cracking down more brutally on regions
such as Kurdistan and Baluchistan that
also show more stubborn opposition to
it, because of its heightened repression,
far more intense than in other parts of
Iran. One example is the "Black Friday"
in Zahedan on September 30, 2022 in
which security forces fired on protesters,
killing at least 60 people, including 15
minots.

Ethnic discrimination and prejudice
against Sunnis make Sistan and
Baluchistan, the poorest province in
Iran, the target of Government
repression. According to Amnesty
International in 2021, at least 19 per cent
of all those sentenced to death belonged
to the Baluchi ethnic minority, which
makes up only 5 per cent of Iran's
population. As in similar circumstances
in Iran, fearing that the hospital would
be under surveillance by law
enforcement officials who might arrest
the injured there, many wounded
protesters avoided the hospital, some of
them succumbing to their injuries. Many
people were subsequently arrested in
crackdowns on individuals who had
taken part in the protests and were
filmed by the officials.

According to Amnesty International,
security forces in Sistan and Balochistan
province have been using live
ammunition to kill protesters, including
targeting their upper body, chest and
head.

On Wednesday, November 9, 2022,
on the 40th day of the death of the
victims of Zahedan Bloody Friday,
citizens from many parts of Iran
sympathized with the people of Sistan
and Baluchistan by striking and



20| Khosrokhavar

protesting. During the day, people went
on strike in Zahedan and many cities in
Kurdistan as well as in Tehran.

As night fell, people gathered in
Mahabad, Isfahan, Tehran, Rasht,
Mashhad, Shiraz, Shahrekord and
Bandar Abbas and chanted slogans
against the regime. In Mashhad,
protesters chanted "Sanandaj, Zahedan,
the apple of Iran's eye" and in Sattar
Khan Street in Tehran, protesters
chanted "Khodanur (a young man killed
in Sanandaj the day after the protests)
was killed by some (of the regime's)
mercenaries »(KKoshteh shodeh
khodanur, beh daste chand ta mozdur).

In the demonstrations in Tabriz (a
Turkish-speaking city) on November 17,
at the funeral of Azad Hossein-Pouri, a
victim of the massacre in the city of Izeh
on November 16, 2022, the population
chanted "Kurd, Baluch and Iranian
Tutk/Freedom and equality" (kordo
balucho azari/ azadi o barabari).

The demonstrations in Khash (a city
in Louristan, bordering the province of
Sistan and Baluchistan) began after the
prayer ceremony on Friday, November
4, and the demonstrators gathered in the
streets and chanted slogans against the
Islamic Republic. Iranian authorities
accused the protesters of aggressiveness,
picturing the reality upside down.

Maulavi Abdul Hamid, the highest
Sunni authority in Zahedan, announced
in a statement that at least 16 people had
been killed and dozens injured in the
incident, calling the Government's
reports of the incident untrue.

In Mahabad, a city in Iranian
Kurdistan, protesters chanted "Kurd,

Baluch, Iranian Turk, freedom, equality"
(kord, baluch, azari, azadi, barabari).

The new ethnicity is much more
inclusive than in the past; it makes
Iranian unity in its struggle against a
predatory regime the spearhead of civil
society, which has no other weapon than
the words and bare-handed protest.

The September 2022 movement was
an opportunity for repressed minorities
like the Sunni Baluchis in southeastern
Iran to rise up against the mistreatment
and humiliation inflicted on them by the
Shiite theocracy. They are doubly
repressed, as Baluchis, an ethnicity
endowed with a distinct idiom and forms
of sociability, and Sunni, compared to
the Shiite majority. In Zahedan, a city in
the south-east, in what witnesses now
call "Bloody Friday", on September 2,
2022, 88 protesters and pedestrians
were killed and more than 300 injured.
Helicopters  reportedly — fired  at
protesters, according to the Oslo-based
Iran human rights group (IHR). This
movement also saw the emergence of
the Kurds, to whom Mahsa Amini
belonged, who demonstrated in Saqez,
the city where she lived, who expressed
in their own language the slogan of the
movement, namely "Woman, Life,
Freedom". The minotity movement
benefited from the sympathy of
demonstrators in other cities who
expressed their brotherhood towards
them. Another young girl, Nika
Chakarami, aged 16, of Lour origin, was
killed in the demonstrations in Tehran
and other young gitls died in the clash
with the regime's militias. Often the
provincials aspire to come to Tehran for
its anonymity and freedom and it is there
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that they demonstrated and some of
them were put to death.

Secularization and the failure of the
Islamic state

Despite its relentless attempt by for
mote than four decades to indoctrinate
society and to “de-secularize” it, the
Islamic Regime has utterly failed to
achieve that goal, although it exercised
total control over the school system, the
media after 2009 and the state apparatus
as a whole since then.

The fiasco of the Islamization project
of the society, highlichted by the last
large-scale social movement of Setember
2022, is due to the following factors:

-the structure of the Iranian middle
classes at the fall of the Shah and in
particular, the middle-class family;

-the Internet and its growing use in
Iran since the beginning of the 21st
century;

-the influence of the Iranian
diaspora;

-the university and its expansion after
the 1979 Revolution;

-the leisure and the new generations
imbued with a culture of joie de vivre
against the traditional Shiite « sadness
culture » (dolorism), stiffened by the
Islamic Republic.

e The family, a bulwark
against the Islamic Regime

The Iranian family has been and
remains one of the major pillars of the
social order, perhaps the most important

one, the locus of identification for the
young people who do not trust the
Powers that be and rely on her for their
survival. In Iran, it is by far more
difficult to cut off ties with the family
than in the West, where the Welfare
State provides many facilities. Still, the
feminist movement in 2022 undetlines
an implicit, not explicitly stated
disconnect with the family. Among
young people, the break is made much
mote in their acts than in their
statements of their dissociation vis-a-vis
the family, in order to escape a bad
conscience and above all, not to have to
denounce the ties that connect them
very intimately to her on the emotional
level. The family is the body that takes
care of the individual in case of need, in
the absence of a reliable social security
system and a stable economy. Under the
Shabh, it was prolific (birth rate 42.1) and
followed the traditional pattern in most
parts of Iran (many births, many deaths).
After the 1979 Revolution, the birth rate
gradually declined to reach 17.9 in
202218 which is not sufficient for the
reproduction of the population!. Iran
has aligned itself with developed
countries in terms of its birth rate. The
worsening economic situation and
distrust of the Government have pushed
towards a Malthusian birth rate in the
couples. The divorce rate has increased
as  well, which testifies to the
modernization of the family and the
individual  aspirations  that  take
precedence over the maintenance of
tradition. In 1980, the year after the
Islamic Revolution in Iran, this rate was
around 6%. According to the statistics

18 “Tran.” Wotld Data, June 2, 2023. https:/ /www.wotlddata.info/asia/iran/index.php
19 “Tran.”” Pupulation Data, 2018. https://www.populationdata.net/pays/iran/
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from the Ministry of Youth, the divorce
rate in 1399 (2020) was around 31.9%.
This means that family stability is no
longer assured as in the past. According
to the 2016 statistics, 39% of the
population is under the age of 25, but the
sharp decrease in the fertility rate is
gradually aging it. Couples have few
children and Iran has become massively
urbanized during this period, three
quarters of the population living in
urban areas (76.1% in 2021).

The number of children in the family
has fallen to less than two (1.77 in 2010),
below the threshold for reproduction.
At the same time, parents' attitudes
toward  children  have  changed
dramatically and they have become
much closer to them emotionally than in
the past. The barriers between girls and
boys have broken down due to the level
of the girls’ education and their mothers’
over the last twenty years. The
relationship with the Web has become
essential for young Iranians (59.16
million Internet wusers out of a
population of 84.51 million, over 70% of
the population?’). We can see the loss of
parental authority, especially in the fact
that they could not prevent their
offspring, girls and boys, from
participating in the deadly
demonstrations of 2022 in which more
than 70 underage boys and girls were
killed by the security forces (up to March
2023). They took part in the protest
movement without parental permission,
or even worse, in spite of a ban by them.

In a family, which is narrowed down
to just two children, paternal authority is

not as sacred and distant as in the past.
Iranian movies reveal the new forms of
authority that the children dodge and
that the parents no longer exercise in a
frontal manner. The tightening of
affections within the family makes the
sacred and inaccessible character of the
father obsolete, as he becomes much
closer to his children than in the past. As
a result, traditional Islamic family law
imposed by the Theocratic state is
perceived as being absurd, even
inhumane by a large majority of the
population. Parental abuse of children
makes the news and raises public
outrage. Similarly, child marriage law,
which allows parents to marry girls as
young as 13 or even below that age, and
which sometimes leads traditional
families or impoverished lower class
ones to do so, creates public outrage.
The paradox of Iran is an increasingly
secularized society and a state that is less
and less capable of understanding its
evolution and, consequently, more and
more restrictive in its norms and more
and more repressive in order to apply
them. The gap of the 1980s between
society and the state has been
transformed in the 2020s into a
bottomless abyss. The Islamic Regime
has become a monster, not only because
it represses senselessly, but also and
above all because it is culturally out of
step with the culture of the vast majority
of people, especially the younger
generations. State and society are now in
direct, if not total,confrontation; there is
total misunderstanding between one and
the other, not only at the political level,
but at the mundane level in everyday life,

20 “Digital 2021: Iran.” Data Reportal, February 11, 2021. https://datareportal.com/repotts/digital-2021-

iran
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in the relations between young men and
women, in the affective exchanges
between them, in regard to friendship, to
sexuality, to the most -eclementary
pleasures of life. In the eyes of the youth,
it all comes down to the personal sphere,
in the eyes of the Government, it is a
question of separating the licit from the
illicit.

The more society rejects the Islamic
Regime, the closer the latter gets to the
anti-modern  strata, especially the
conservative clergy, in order to redeem
itself for Islamic legitimacy. The higher
clergy made of ayatollahs, largely
subdued by the Islamic Theocracy,
approve mostly the coercive measures
against the secular trends by the
government. By acting according to the
wishes of the reactionary groups that
fight against secular aspirations of the
youth, the Islamic Regime moves further
away from the real society. It has
become an instance of repression, much
more than that of "legitimate violence",
as Max Weber postulated about the
State. State and society consider each
other as hostile strangers. The traditional
family authority in which the father was
the sacred and transcendent pole being
called into question by the society, the
State which pretends to be endowed
with a sacred authority in the image of
the father of the family is in its turn
delegitimized by the youth. The State is
no longer sacred; it plays the role of a
discredited bogeyman, an accomplice of
a corrupt elite that supports her. The
Powers that Be, which was sacred during
the first years of Khomeini’s rule among
his numerous followers, has become
totally illegitimate due to their repressive
religiosity. Secularization has
undermined the Islamic populism that

supported Theocracy in its heydays
under Khomeini’s reign.

Leisure and its pernicious role

Even if orthodoxy still plays a
significant role in the traditional groups
(pethaps 10 to 15% of the Iranian
population), the biggest killjoy in Iran is
not the traditional family, nor Islamic
prohibitions, but the Great Inquisitor,
namely the Islamic Theocracy built after
1979 as a monstrous Leviathan.
Through a theocratic version of Islam,
the latter intends to penetrate the depths
of the individual conscience, to manage
relations between men and women, to
prohibit alcohol, to impose the veil on
women, to ban movies in which women
are not veiled, and above all, to impose a
tight segregation between men and
women, which makes it risky for young
people to meet freely in the public space,
or even at home during parties or
meetings. The ban includes, within
undefined limits, music - that in which a
woman sings solo or which generates a
sense of euphoria followed by dancing
or expressions of joy.

The Iranian theocratic state has the
characteristics of a frightening ogre, but
in face-to-face relations with its
representatives, it is possible to soften
them up by bribing them. This is the case
in parties where rich Tehranis celebrate
weddings or family reunions where
alcohol flows freely in the gardens of
Karadj, a few dozen kilometers from
Tehran, and where the Revolutionary
Guards who are responsible for
enforcing Islamic standards, have a
semi-official bribe rate to "tolerate"
these inconsiderate acts. But poor
middle classes are excluded from this
special favor. Corruption is the key word
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for these manifestations of joy, only for
the well-off people. For most of the
population, the qualifier "patty pooper”
for the Government is not metaphorical,
but strictly real. Corruption can only be
exercised if the financial stakes are high
enough to make it worthwhile for the
police, and they are also bound to
tangible results, to "performance".
Otherwise, their hierarchy, just as
corrupt but at a higher level, would hold
them accountable. This means that the
weakest, the most destitute (they cannot
pay the bribes) are the most vulnerable.
Repression and entitlement are thus the
watchwords. Before September 2022,
when the Vice squad arrested young
women whose veil deemed deficient, the
ability of the latter for negotiation was
almost nil, insofar as the squad had to
arrest a credible number of women per
day to justify their wages and legitimize
their surveillance of society.

The gap between the two, civil
society and the theocratic state, has
widened immensely over the last two
decades, particularly among the youth.
In Iran the new generations are called
“those of the eighties (decade)” (daheye
hashtadi ha), that is those born in the
1380s, corresponding to the years 2000s.
This generation no longer believes in the
restrictions in the name of religion, and
above all, it is not afraid to wvisibly
transgress them in the name of its
inalienable right to live (what we have
called “joie de vivre”). The September
2022 Movement is the manifestation of

this new attitude towards an illegitimate
government.

Conclusion

Due to its corruption, its lack of
ability = to  promote  economic
development and its repressive policies,
the Islamic Republic has turned the
overwhelming majority of Iranians
against it?!, But the of lack of leadership
and organization has made the
September 2022 movement direly
dependent on the Web, the only link
between the activists, which has been
often cut off by the government to
prevent communication between the
demonstrators. Protesters have thus
been unable to take at the same time and
on a large scale to the street to
overwhelm the government forces. On
the other hand, the parents’ and
grandparents' generations, the so-called
“orey generations” (nasle khakestari),
have been scarred by their revolutionary
adventure of 1979 and its catastrophic
consequences. They feared that a new
revolution, without a social project
defended by credible personalities might
lead to a worse catastrophe than the first
one. That is why they did not participate
in the September 2022 movement. They
were reticent to take the risk and join the
youth in the street protests, although
they  shared  their desite for
emancipation. The failure of the 1979
revolution and successive protest
movements since then have made them
cautious, even conservative. The regime
tried to decapitate the movement by
imprisoning its most motivated activists,

21 According to Gamaan survey, 81% of the adult population rejected the Islamic Regime and only 15%
approved it. See “Negares-e Iranian be Eterazat-e Sarasari 1401[The Iranian view of the Protest movement
of 1401 (2022-23),” Gamaan, januati, 2023, https://gamaan.org/fa/2023/02/04/protests_sutvey_petsian/



The 2022-23 Soctal Protests and the Delegitimigation of the Islamic Republic |25

and by making life impossible for those
who protest loudly. Its aim has been to
neutralize a generation of protesters by
killing, maiming or imprisoning its most
motivated activists in order to ensure a
few years of respite, as was the case in
2009 until 2018. If the Islamic Regime
gets the better of this movement, it will
have decimated a new generation of
democratic militants and it will survive
for a while before a new generation
comes on the scene that will stand up to
it. Its aim is not to ensure the country's
welfare and development in accordance
with the majority’s will. It intends to
preserve its power at the cost of
repressing the majority, preventing the
emergence of any organized group that
would oppose its totalitarian grip on
society. It seeks to subdue society, not to
assure a life of happiness to the people.
In that respect, it has elective affinities
with the Syrian, Algerian, and Egyptian
governments.

The Islamic government has
succeeded so far in subduing the
collective  demonstrations of the
September 2022 movement with a fierce
repression (more than 20 thousand
arrests, more than 500 deaths). But the
movement has succeeded in its turn to
unveil the crisis of the Theocratic
Regime. It has revealed its deep
illegitimacy and its vulnerability. Until
then, the Islamic Republic believed that
it could rule by terror. Since then, a
significant part of its own protagonists
believe in its ctisis and the necessity for
a radical change in its institutional
framework in order for its survival.
However, due to its dictatorial nature,
the Regime is unable to reform itself,
while it refuses any compromise on
major social issues, including the veil,

and more generally, the status of women.
Society is poised to launch new protest
movements in the future against a
predatory regime that does not
recognize the secular, and democratic
aspirations of the wide majority of the
Iranians. Women are now at the center
of the revolt, and they move unveiled in
the street, often alone, to defy the
Islamic regime by rejecting the
compulsory re-veiling in the name of
their personal freedom.
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On September 15, 2022, Jina/Zhina
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish
woman who lived in Saqqez, Iranian
Kurdistan, was visiting Tehran along
with her brother when detained by the
“Morality Police” for not wearing her
hair fully covered. The next day, her
brother found her in a coma at Kasra
Hospital. Her family and veteran
journalists Niloofar Hamedi and Elahe
Mohamadi, made the arrest public.
Hamedi and Mohamadi posted photos
of the young woman at the hospital and
an interview with her family. The article
about Jina/Mahsa’s mistreatment, her
coma and subsequent death went viral,
and hundreds of protesters gathered in
front of the hospital.

It is not the first time that a woman
has died in the custody of the morality
police or in prison. This case, however,
was difficult to cover up. Instead of
offering an apology or presenting a plan
to clarify responsibilities, or allowing an
independent forensic investigation, as
requested by the family, the authorities
arrested the two journalists for breaking
the story and sentenced them to five
years in prison.?

In  order to avoid a large
concentration, the government
authorities tried to force the burial in
Saqgez to be quick. But the Amini family
bravely disobeyed the order, and the
next day thousands of people from
different cities in Kurdistan came
together for the obsequies. Videos of the

ceremony went viral, in particular the
banner above the headstone quoting
probably the words of the young
woman’s parents: “Mahsa, you are not
dead; your name will become a symbol.”
In the video, thousands of people
shouted the name of Jina/Mahsa and the
Kurdish resistance slogan: “Jin, [iyan,
Azad?” or Woman, Life, Freedom
(WLF), which soon became the rallying
cry of protestors in almost every city in
Iran and expatriate Iranian communities
and other people around the world. As
predicted, the name Jina/Mahsa Amini
indeed became an international symbol
by soon breaking the world record of
300 million Twitter hashtag.

It was a similar moment to the one
that followed the death of George
Floyd3 in the United States, except that,
in Iran, instead of being a glaring display
of the systemic racism present in the
police structure, it was a blatant
demonstration of systemic effects of
sexism and misogyny underlying the
ideology and policies of the Islamist state
in which the “morality police” have
functioned as one of the many
instruments ~ of  oppression  and
humiliation. It revealed the intimate
connection between the control and
assault on the dignity of women’s body
with the control and assault on the
dignity of the entire nation. For this
reason, the women-led protests soon
acquired the characteristics of a
revolutionary uprising, or of a revolt

2 Deepa Parent, “Iran accuses journalists who reported Mahsa Amini’s death of spying for CIA,” The
Guardian, October 29, 2022, https:/ /www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/oct/29/iran-
accuses-journalists-who-reported-mahsa-aminis-death-of-spying-for-cia

3 Clark Merrefield, “America uprising: Scholars reflect on the death of George Floyd. Plus, 10 tips for
journalists covering protests against police violence,” The Journalist’s Resource, June 3, 2020,
https://journaliststesoutce.org/politics-and-government/scholars-reflect-george-floyd/
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against something more than the
compulsory nature of the hijab that also
called for the overthrow of the entire
regime with slogans such as “Down with
the dictator!”, “Death to Khamenei”,
and “We do not want the Islamic
Republic.”

Despite the increasingly violent and
brutal repression by the government’s
various armed forces, the nation-wide
fearless protests went on non-stop, day
and night, for almost five months.
According to a long and detailed report,
during the first 82 days of protests alone,
there = have  been 544  street
demonstrations carried out in 160 cities
of different provinces of Iran. Plus 615
collective and organized demonstrations
by students in 143 university campuses.*

How the WLF movement differs
from previous uprisings:

The “woman-Life-Freedom” (WLF)
or Jina/Zhina movement represents a
transformative and irreversible turning
point for society, political culture,
religion, gender relations, and sexual
mortes in Iran.5 For one, it is the first
time in Iran’s history (as in the history of
many other countries) that hundreds of
thousands men took to the streets day
and night for over five months in over
160 cities to support women protestors

while chanting along with them
“Woman, Life, Freedom” in defense of
women’s rights and against the
dictatorship. Over 500 people, most of
them men, were killed, about 20,000
were arrested and many injured and
several men were executed for the cause

of WLF.

A prominent Iranian sociologist,
Saced Madani, who is presently
imprisoned because of his critical
writings, has been studying the patterns
of similarities and differences among the
social movements under the Islamist
regime in the past 44 years. He believes
Iran’s society has been in a “movement
mood” since the mid-1980s because of a
growing public dissatisfaction,
sequences of socio-economic crises, and
political structural crisis. ¢ Particularly in
the years following the brutal
suppression of the Green Movement of
2009-2010,7 the frequency of protests
has increased and the interval between
them has decreased. Most of the
uprisings or protests have been triggered
by a disturbing event such as water
shortage, or draconian state measures
such as the decision to raise the gas
prices three times in 2019 or shutting
down of the Ukrainian airplane in 2020;
or the murder of an innocent citizen
(Jina Mahsa Amini) in the custody of the

4 “A Comprehensive Report of the First 82 days of Nationwide Protests in Iran,” Human Rights Activists
News Agency in Iran (HRANA), reported also by BBC-Petsian, Dec 8, 2022, https://www.en-hrana.org/a-
comprehensive-report-of-the-first-82-days-of-nationwide-protests-in-iran

5 Several scholars of Iranian Studies, especially sociologists would agree with describing the certain impacts
of Jina movement as transformative and irreversible. See for instance Afary 2022, Bayat 2022, Hoodfar &
Tajali, 2022, Jahanbegloo 2022, Kadivar 2022, Kashani-Sabet, 2022, Khosrokhavar 2022, Paivandi 2022,

Talattof 2023, and Tohidi 2022 & 2023.

6 Saced Madani, “Sad sal va sad ruz: darbareh-ye Xyzeseh Mahsa [Hundred Years and Hundred days: About
the Mahsa uprising],” Evin Prison, November, 2022 [Dey, 1401].
7 Nader Hashemi and Danny Postel, The People Reloaded: The Green Movement and the Struggle for

Iran's Future, New York: Melville House, 2011).
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state authorities. As scholars have
observed, in an unpopular, inflamed,
unstable and crisis-ridden system, any
disturbing event has the potential to
instigate a nationwide revolt (Goldstone
1991). 8

On its 100t day of non-stop protests
of the Jina or WLF movement, Madani
published an analysis on this movement
while comparing it with the previous
uprisings. * He views the Green
Movement of 2009 with its main slogan
of “Where is my vote” as a national pro-
democracy political movement
supported by millions of Iranians; a non-
violent organized movement that drew
larger turnouts in street demonstrations
in  several major cities.  But
geographically, Madani observes, the
Green Movement was not able to
mobilize protests as widespread across
medium size and small size cities or
across ethnic groups as the Jina
movement did. In each city too, Jina
movement was spread out in various
neighborhoods  of  different  class
backgrounds.

Both two shortlived massive
uprisings of 2017 (Dey 1396) and 2019
(Aban 1398), were triggered by
economic grievances but because of
violent crackdown on them, protestors
quickly turned to radical political

slogans. Members from the middle
classes and working classes as well as the
youth and university students, female,
and male, took part in those protests that
were quickly and violently suppressed in
a few days. Another rather massive
protests took place in 2020 against the
downing of the Ukrainian civilian
passenger flight by two surface-to-air
missiles  fired by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps on Jan. 8,
2020, that resulted in killing of all 167
passengers. That protest was an outrage
against the government’s
unaccountability and attempts to cover
up that criminal action. Despite being
peaceful, it was violently dispersed in the
course of a couple of days and several
people were arrested, including a
prominent women’s rights activist
Bahareh Hedayati who was sentenced to
four years and eight months in prison.!0
The last one in Madani’s comparative list
of uprisings is the chain of protests in
summer of 2021 concerning
environmental issues, especially the
water shortage and air pollution in
several cities in the province of
Khuzestan, in the city of Esfahan, and
about the Lake Urmia in Azerbaijan
province. 1

In all the above-mentioned protests
as well as other demonstrations by

8 Jack Goldstone, Revolutions of the Late Twentieth Century (Westview Press, 1991).

9 Saced Madani, “Sad sal va sad ruz: darbareh-ye Xyzeseh Mahsa [Hundred Years and Hundred days: About
the Mahsa uprising],” Evin Prison, November, 2022 [Dey, 1401].

10 “Prominent Activist Sentenced to Four Years in Prison for Protesting Downing of Ukrainian Passenger
Plane,” Center for Human Rights in Iran, July 27, 2020, https://iranhumanrights.org/2020/07 /prominent-
activist-sentenced-to-four-years-in-prison-for-protesting-downing-of-ukrainian-passenger-plane /

11 Masoud Azar, “Eterazate Xuzestan; Bi Abi va Mamad Nabudi [ Khouzestan; The lack of watet],” BBC
Pertsian, July 21, 2021, https:/ /www.bbc.com/petsian/iran-features-57764427 ; “Dovomin Hafte-ye
Eterazate 1400: Tadavom-e Eterazha dar Kermansah, Kordkoy, Baharestan va Karaj [The second week of
protests in the summer of 2021: the continuation of protests in Kermanshah, Kurdkoy, Baharestan and
Karaj),” Zamaneh Media, July 28, 2021, https://www.radiozamaneh.com/679064/
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students, workers, teachers, pensioners,
and the like, women and youngsters
were actively present but not in such a
massive scale and leading role as they did
in the Jina movement. Many scholars,
including Madani point out the larger
share of women’s participation in the
Jina movement, even in some very
conservative regions of Iran such as
Zahedan of Baluchistan that traditionally
Sunni women would not join street
demonstrations.

I believe, this quantitative and
qualitative ~ increase in  women’s
participation in Jina uprising is due to 44
years of intensive  gender-based
oppression on the one hand, and the
rising strength of feminist consciousness
and women’s rights movement in Iran,
and the gendered nature of the event
that triggered the uprising that is, an
uncoverable murder of an innocent
young woman (Jina/Mahsa) because of
the compulsory hijab.

On the 100® day of the emergence of
Jina movement, Madani, applying a
sociological categorization, views it as an
uprising that has grown from a youth
rebellion into a “new social movement”
with a stronger potential for becoming
more  integrative, inclusive, and
expansive “new social movement” at a
national level. He points out to the
importance of connections between all
the protest movements in the past four
decades as each has added to the
repertoire of the activists through a
synergistic  process. Madani  was
cautious, however, to make any

prediction about the future of Jina
movement as it would depend on so
many unpredictable variables. Now that
almost 8 months have passed since the
start of the Jina movement, we do not
know how Madani would assess its
present state and future direction. He is
still in prison struggling with his long
sentence and has limited access to the
needed information for such a
sociological evaluation.!2

Existentialist and Humanist
orientation of the WLF movement:

In my view, the Jina or WLF
movement compared with previous
uprisings or social movements in Iran, is,
in short, a liberation movement, or a
humanist movement, akin to an
“existentialist moment,” against the
current context of a hopeless, futureless
repressive clerical totalitarianism in Iran.
Let’s remember that “existentialism as
an intellectual movement that exploded
on the scene in mid-twentieth-century
France, is often viewed as a historically
situated event that emerged against the
backdrop of the Second World War, the
Nazi death camps, and the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
all of which created the circumstances
for what has been called
“the existentialist moment” (Baert
2015), where an entire generation was
forced to confront the human condition
and the anxiety-provoking givens of

death, freedom, and meaninglessness.”
13

12 Saced Madani is among the social scientists in Iran that are either fired from their faculty positions,
or/and imprisoned or forced to exile because of not only telling the truth, but also joining activists to
participate in the process of changing the tyrannic status quo.

15 “Existentialism,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, published Jan 6, 2023, tb.gy/h9len
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The characteristics of the WLF
movement, especially the simple, yet
profound themes that lie in the song
Baraye that functioned as the seminal
manifesto of this movement, reminds
me of the existentialist ideas of Simone
de Beauvoir articulated as the
requirements for human liberation,
particularly for women’s liberation in her
important book The Second Sex published
in 1949. '* Her emphasis on freedom
and autonomy, the struggle for self-
creation, the importance of self-
realization for each woman to become a
complete citizen; to grow from the state
of “en S0/’ (in itself) to “pour so7” (for
itself), thatis, from an object to a subject.
In other words, to assert her/his/their
agency and reclaim their authentic
identity and way of living inseparable
from their bodily autonomy and their
own voice based on the right to freedom
of choice in lifestyle, including what to
wear ot not to wear.

De Beauvoir’s emphasis on ethics,
while rejecting the idea of moral
absolutes and universalizing judgments
about right conduct, not promoting
moral nihilism, but possibility of a moral
or praiseworthy “normal life” as
indicated in the song Baraye. “It is one
where we acknowledge and own up to
our freedom, take full responsibility for
our choices, and act in such a way as to
help others realize their freedom.” 15
The same ideas that informed the radical
and emancipatory politics of feminists in
the second wave of feminism and in
Martin Luther King Jr. as well as the

writings of Black intellectuals such as Du
Bois.

Moreover, the emphasis that
existentialism puts on meaning and purpose
of life, and anxiety when life becomes
meaningless and out of one’s control is so
relevant to the context of the Jina
movement. Also, the emphasis that
existentialists put on the “novel
conception of the self not as a substance
or a thing with some pre-given nature (or
“essence”) but “as a situated activity or
way of being whereby we are always in
the process of making or creating who
we are as our life unfolds.” This means,
as de Beauvoir’s famous saying goes,
“One is not born 2 woman, but becomes
one.” That is, “our essence is not given
in advance; we are contingently thrown
into existence and are burdened with the
task of creating ourselves through our
choices and actions.”16

Philosophically, another theoretical
implication  of  this  existentialist
orientation is that, thanks to the WLF
movement, Iran’s gender politics and
feminism seem to be evolving from its
phase of the “women’s rights
movement” into a phase of “women’s
liberation movement.” This phase or
perhaps this newly added orientation to
various other feminisms in Iran begun
manifesting itself in the most recent
years and has been associated with
paying increasing positive attention to
the body and sexuality aspects of gender
dynamics. The primary cause of this
evolution or addition has been,
ironically, the Islamist-clerical obsession

14 Simone De Beauvoire, The Second Sex. Trans. Constance Borde and Sheela Malovany-Chevallier (New

York: Vintage Books, 2011).

15 “Existentialism,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, published Jan 6, 2023, tb.gy/h9len

16 Ibid.
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or fixation with sexuality, especially
women’s body, and their hair. Another
reason has been the gloca/ processes that
have  facilitated  Iran’s  feminist
consciousness analogous to the global
trends of feminism.

The term “women’s liberation
movement” was used during the second
wave of feminism in the West in the late
1960s and 1970s. It was created as a
parallel to other liberation and freedom
movements of the mid-20% century,
such as “national liberation” and “black
liberation,” as well as the intellectual
movement of existentialism. “The root
of the idea was a rebellion against
colonial powers or a repressive national
government to win independence for a
national  group and to  end
oppression... The term "liberation"
resonates not just with independence
from oppression and male supremacy
for individual women, but with solidarity
among women secking independence
and ending oppression for women
collectively. It was often held in contrast
to individualistic feminism. (Napikoski,
2019)17

Generally, Iran’s feminism in the past
4 decades has been, for the most part,
pragmatist while including liberal and
socialist tendencies as well. But during
the 1960s and 1970s, the years of rising
Islamism in Iran that preceded the 1979
Islamic Revolution, there was a very
dualistic and binary approach toward

body and mind, as I have elaborated
elsewhere (Tohidi, 1990).18 Among the
secular militant Left (Marxist-Leninists
and Maoists) as well as Islamist
revolutionaries who opposed the Shah’s
regime, the disciplined and underground
living experiences fostered a sort of
asceticism and body-aversion, at times to
the extent of somatophobia, especially
toward women’s body and beauty.
Activists, especially female activists were
supposed not to look feminine or
attractive and follow very neutral,
asexual, simple, rough, and practical
dress code. In a way they needed to train
their bodies as endurable and resistant to
torture and prison conditions in case of
getting arrested by the notorious secret
security organ (SAVAK). Serious and
scholarly students and professional
women too were supposed to focus on
strengthening their minds and avoiding
bodily indulgency.

As a counterculture to the ruling
Islamist theocracy, however, women and
men, especially the younger generations
have developed opposite attitudes
toward body and sexuality and the whole
culture of martyrdom. For example, one
of the earliest slogans of the Islamist
propaganda machine, especially during
the 8-year war with Iraq was: “My sister,
your hijab is more lethal than my blood,”
meaning by wearing hijab, you can be
more effective in defeating the enemy
[of Islam| than a martyr who offers his
life/blood in the wat. So, the continuous

17 Linda Napikoski, “The Women's Liberation Movement: A Profile of Feminism in the 1960s and 1970s,”
Though Co, September 10, 2019, https:/ /www.thoughtco.com/womens-liberation-movement-3528926

18 Nayereh Tohidi, “Rosanfekran va ‘masaleh-ye zan’ dar dahehaye axir [Intellectuals and the “Woman
Question’ in the Recent Decades|,” Nime-ye Digar [The Other Half], No. 10 (1990 [1368]): 21-65.
Republished by Feminist School in 2012 and reprinted in several sites, including:
http://www.iran-emrooz.net/index.php?/social/more /32820
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insistence by the ruling Islamists on the
imposition of the hijab as the central flag
or symbol of control and supremacy of
the state ideology, has led to the gradual
prioritization of the anti-hijab resistance
by women, especially many younger
activists (feminist or non-feminist) and
at times to an exaggerated attention to
the bodily aspects of their identity and
resistance.

The non-partisan, non-sectarian,
non-religious and secular, feminist,
especially humanistic, and
environmentalist demands of the WLF
movement have appealed and resonated
among all genders, sexualities, classes,
ethnicities in Iran and internationally. It
has emphasized the quest for freedom
and  liberty  from  oppression,
discrimination, poverty, violation of civil
and human rights, especially from the
daily assaults on bodily autonomy and
the state invasion into people’s private
sphere of life. It is about freedom of
choice, style of life, freedom of thought,
beliefs, and speech. It is a national
yearning for a “normal life,” for pursuit
of happiness and national dignity. At the
same time, this quest for liberty is not
just on a personal and individualistic
level. As the movement’s slogans and
artistic graphics have indicated, it is
about reclaiming of life and country
itself (“Iran ra pas migirim,” 1.e., “we will
take back our Iran”). This movement,
then, has the potential for evolving into
a national liberation movement as
people increasingly  perceive  the
oppressive and heartless rulers akin to an
occupying colonial force (Bayat, 2023) 19
who keeps robbing and exploiting the

hard working people, abusing their
natural environment, and violently
imposing their sub-culture or preferred
way of life on the majority of Iran’s
inhabitants.

But what was so particular about the
death of Jina/Mahsa and its timing in
Iran’s socio-political history that made it
a tipping point to spark an extra-
ordinary, transformative, and inspiring
uprising at the national and international
levels?

Intersectional aspects of the WLF
movement:

Like any other uprisings and social
movements, the Jina/Mahsa movement
too did not happen overnight. In the
following pages, I try to briefly address
specific  historical, political, socio-
cultural, economic, and glocal processes
that have contributed to the shaping of
this movement.

The multi-dimensionality of this
movement arises from its intersectional
character, reflected in its main figure
from the symbolic and spiritual point of
view: Jina/Mahsa Amini, a young,
Kurdish and Sunni Muslim. Each of the
aspects of her identity highlights factors
such as gender and sexuality, ethnicity
and religion, and age or generation, all of
which are major bases of discrimination
subject to layers of oppression by the
ruling Shia theocracy. Jina’s tragic death
was caused by the daily pattern of violent
invasion of woman’s bodily autonomy
and human dignity. It became a clear
example of the intimate connection
between sexism, compulsory hijab, lack

19 Asef Bayat, “Is Iran on the verge of Another Revolution?” Journal of Democracy, March, 2023.
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of freedom of choice, and the ongoing
humiliation across the country, of both
men and women.

Fortunately, many current advocates
of the WLF movement uphold an
intersectional, inclusive, and pluralistic
approach, considering gender, ethnic,
class, and environment-related
grievances, as well as (so far) neglected
issues, such as those related to
LGBTQ+ sexual minorities.
Throughout the paper, I have discussed
the gender and sexuality aspects of this
movement in general. Below, I address a
few other aspects or factors that also
need special attention.

Ethnic Factor:

To foster mistrust and division in the
movement, the regime, based on its
usual policy of securitization of
ethnicity, has accused activists in
Kurdistan and Baluchistan, two of the
ethnic provinces most active in the
current revolts, of separatism. But so far,
the feeling of national solidarity among
the various ethnic, religious, and cultural
groups has brought hopeful omens.
Compared with the previous uprisings,
there has been more active participation
of ethnic minorities, especially Kurds,
and Baluch in the Jina movement. Some
of the slogans of the WLF movement
are “From Kurdistan to Tehran the
attacks against women continue,” “All
over Kurdistan and Azerbaijan, people
have lost patience,” “Azerbaijanis are
alert and support Kurdistan,” “Kurd,
Baluch, and Azeti united for freedom
and equality.”

Another difference in the WLF or
Jina movement compared with previous
uprisings is that rather than only the

central and mega cities such as Tehran,
it has been the provincial and smaller
cities such as Saqqez and Sanandaj in
Kurdistan or the city of Zahedan in
Baluchistan that have also played key
roles in the initial mobilization of the
movement and in its maintenance. We
owe the main slogan of this movement,
that is Woman, Life, Freedom (Jin, Jiyan,
Azadi), to our Kurdish feminists. And
the growing attention to the call for
referendum and to a new constitutional
assembly has been bravely supported by
Baluch people and their spiritual leader,
Molavi Abdelhamid.

Kurdish scholars and activists such
as Farangis Ghaderi and Ozlem Goner
have been deliberately using the name
Jina/Zhina instead of Mahsa, to
underscore the Kurdish dimension of
the movement. They want us to be aware
and critical of the assimilationist policies
toward the ethnic minorities, including
the “continued hegemonic  state-
enforced names.” For example, they
argue that “acknowledging the state-
enforced name of Mahsa in ways that
continue to dismiss her Kurdish name
Jina (Zhina) and histories of non-Persian
Others” is not helpful for
“understanding racism, ethnocentrism,
cthno-national  populism, and the
contours of state-sponsored-
violence...We must not forget the
histories of [central authorities in]
Iran actively prohibiting Kurdish place



. 38| Tohidi

names and Kurdish names for
children.”20

Ethnicity and how to address ethnic
related demands have been one of the
subjects of continuous dialogue and
debates among Iranian scholars as well
as activists and policymakers, especially
in more recent years. Several studies
have indicated that discrimination based
on ethnicity and religion including
patterns of hegemonic centralization of
government, and uneven and unfair
distribution of power and economic
resources  have  produced large
development gaps between various
provinces, especially between the center
and the periphery of Iran. Such
misguided and overcentralized
inequitable development policies have
not been unique to the present regime;
they relate to also the top-down and
overcentralized modernization and
development strategies used under the
Pahlavi dynasty (Matin 2022,2! Rehman
2019,22 Tohidi 2009 23).

On the other hand, in several
countries, identity politics, including the
ethnic-related ones, have become a
danger against democracy and national
solidarity. People, including in the case
of Iran, have not yet reached to certain

national or international consensus on
the policies and models that can help
with the resolution or at least
management of ethnic-related conflicts
(Fukuyama, 2018).24

Generational and Class Factors:

Women and youths have been the
main targets of control, humiliation, and
trauma under the increasingly repressive
and invasive theocratic patriarchy.
Therefore, it is no surprise that women
and the youth (half of them female) have
become the primary agents of change in
Iranian society. Jina/Mahsa’s innocence
and her brutal murder triggered the
eruption of a pent-up anger and
frustration  particularly among the
Generation Z long waiting to explode.

The young female and male members
of the Gen Z (born between 1997-2012)
who fearlessly took to the streets and
shaped the Jina movement, have been
directly or indirectly informed or
inspired by their mostly urban middle
class parents. The gender and political
views of their parents, especially
mothers have been influenced by their
own daily living experience of
oppression, particularly of the bloody
suppression of the 2009-2010 Green
Movement. At the same time the gender

20 See, for example: Stanley Thangaraj, “Jina in Iran, Erased Kurdish Histories, and the Words We Need,”
Tropics of Meta, December 5, 2022, https://tropicsofmeta.com/2022/12/05/jina-in-iran-erased-kurdish-
histories-and-the-worlds-we-need/; Kamal Soleimani and Ahmad Mohammadpour, “Can non-Persians
speak? The sovereign’s narration of “Iranian identity”,” Ethnicities 19, no. 5 (Summer 2019): 925- 947.

21 Kamran Matin, “Decolonising Iran: A Tentative Note on Inter-Subaltern Colonialism,” Current
Anthropology: University of Chicago Press 63, no.2 (2022).

22 Javaid Rehman, “Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran,” UN Assembly Report,

October 22, 2019, NY, N1922262.pdf (un.org)

23 Nayereh Tohidi, “Ethnicity and Religious Minority Politics in Iran,” In Contemporary Iran: Economy,
Society, Politics, Ed. Ali Gheissari (Oxford University Press, 2009), 299-324.

24 Francis Fukuyama, “Against Identity Politics; The New Tribalism and the Crisis of Democracy,” Foreign
Affairs, August 14, 2018, https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ameticas/2018-08-14/against-identity-
politics-tribalism-francis-fukuyama#from%20Left%20t0%20Right
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and political consciousness of parents of
Generation Z has been raised by the
enlightening effects of four generations
of feminists in Iran’s modern history.
They are particularly enlightened by the
43 years of women’s rights movement
and feminist non-movements through
literature, journalism, arts, poetry, music,
cinema, daily and incremental acts of
civil disobedience and civil resistance
against  the  compulsory  hijab.
Particularly inspiring have been several
semi-organized campaigns such as the
One-Million  Signatures  Campaign
against discriminatory laws and more
recent civil disobedience actions of the
Gitls of Revolution Street against the
compulsory hijab as will be discussed
here later.

Thanks to the recent technological
revolution and its subsequent digital era
of communication, views of the Gen Z
have been shaped also by the
globalization and glocalization processes
that have equipped them with the new
technological tools and skills such as the
internet, social media, smart phones, and
satellite TV for learning, networking,
communicating, organizing, and
mobilizing in Iran and transnationally.

According to some research reports
in the US, Gen Z members are highly
collaborative, social, self-reliant, self-
confident, non-ideological, and
pragmatic. They usually value flexibility,
relevance, authenticity, and non-

hierarchical leadership. Through the
internet, they are exposed to diverse
styles of life, cultures, art and music,
diversity of sexual orientations, political
discourses such as human/women’s
rights, democracy, pluralism, and the
advantages of liberal and social
democracies and open societies in
contrast to dictatorship. In their
imagination, the era of monolithic
cultures or ideologies has ended. 25

Recent sociological studies in Iran
too show similar characteristics among
members of Iran’s Gen Z and similar
effects of globalization and the internet
on them (Kazemi, 2022 26 Tadayon,
202227). At the local/national levels in
Iran, this generation has also benefitted
from certain demographic and social
changes that have occurred in Iran’s
social institutions such as the marriage
patterns (that includes non-registered
informal cohabitation and “white
marriages”), and changes in the family
structures and functions due to more
urbanization, more educated parents,
lower fertility rates, smaller nuclear
families (with 1-2 children), a growing
trend toward child-centered and less
patriarchal families, that tend to provide
kids with more space for privacy,
individuation, and  self-autonomy,
including bodily autonomy.

In all previous movements of the
past 43 years, from the Reform
movement of 1997-2005, and the Green

25 See for instance: Melissa De Witte, “Gen Z are not ‘coddled.” They are highly collaborative, self-reliant
and pragmatic, according to new Stanford-affiliated research,” Stanford News, January 3, 2022,

https://news.stanford.edu/2022/01/03/know-gen-z/

26 Abbas Kazemi Vatij, “Baraye Yek Zendegiye Mamouli [For a Normal/Ordinary Life],” Andisheh-ye

Pooya, no. 82 (Nov/Dec 2022 [Azat va Dey 1401]): 49-52.

27 Mehdi Tadayoni, “Bidati-ye Nasle Z [The awakening of generation Z],” Iran TC, 2022, tb.gy/gw3m5
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Movement of 2009-2010, till the Jina
movement of 2022, members of the
youth have had active and massive
participation. This continuous pattern is
attributed, in part, to the “youth
affordance” because of stronger physical
strength, energy, and agility, but also
their  versatility,  technical  skills,
especially digital ones, glocal awareness,
forward-looking perspective, and lesser
family and financial responsibility
(unlike their parents). In the case of Jina
movement, however, the average age of
the protestors has decreased to 20, most
of them being 18-year-old or younger.
The age range of the arrested people was
15-30 and among the estimated 500
protestors killed during the street
crackdown, about 70 children have been
identified.?

The Middle Class Poor:

Another alarming trend that has been
recognized in recent years by economists
and other scholars as a significant factor
contributing to the economic crisis and
the rising dissatisfaction and frustration
with the status quo in Iran is the
shrinking size and economic decline in
the status of the modern and educated
middle class. 2 The economic,
budgetary, and cultural policies of the
ruling Islamists, even their policies
pertaining to “population rejuvenation,”
have aimed at a deliberate weakening

and dispossessing of the modern, secular
urban middle class (Chamlou, 2022). 30

It is not surprising then, that the
younger generation of this impoverished
middle class have been very active
participant in the Jina movement. Many
of them are university students, whose
modern, secular, and egalitarian value
system and cosmopolitan or globalized
lifestyle conflict with the ruling Islamists.
Because of the increasing economic
decline of their parents, the rising
unemployment rates, and the lack of any
prospect for change in Iran’s
international isolation and economic
stagnation, they see no hopeful prospect
for their own future. Iran has been
suffering from high rates of brain drain,
an issue ignored by the current rulers.
Many members of the Z generation too,
want to leave the country for good or at
least be able to earn an advanced degree
from a university in an open society. But
their parents are no longer able to
provide them with any financial support.
The combination of all these negative
factors has created a hopeless situation
leaving many among the GenZ
frustrated, and ready to explode.
(Kazemi, 2022) 3!

In her recent article, Noushin
Ahmadi  Khorasani, a prominent
feminist writer and activist in Iran, has
tried to analyze why despite lots of

28 “Deaths during the Mahsa Amini protests,” Wikipedia, Accessed May 24, 2023,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deaths_duting the_Mahsa_Amini_protests

29 Mohamad Reza Nikfar, “Tabaqeye Motevaset-¢ Irin va Laye-haye Faqir-e An [Iran's middle class and its
poor strata],” Zamaneh Media, October 11, 2021[19 Meht, 1400] https:/ /www.radiozamaneh.com/688626/
See also, Sussan Yahyapour “Tabaqeye Motevaset e Irani Ceguneh Fagir Sod [How did the Iranian middle
class become poor?],” Tejarat News, October 31, 2022 [Aban 9,1401].

30 Nadereh Chamlou, “What Drives Iran’s Populatjon Rejuvenation Policy?” Journal of Freedom of
Thought, no.12 (Fall 2022): 29-49, https://doi.org/10.53895/t1210

31 Abbas Kazemi Varij, “Baraye Yek Zendegiye Mamouli [For a Normal/Otdinary Life],” Andisheh-ye

Pooya, no. 82 (Nov/Dec 2022 [Azat va Dey 1401]): 49-52.



Iran in a Transformative Process by Woman, Life, Freedom |41

sympathy and moral support for the Jina
movement by the middle-aged
generation of the middle-class, many of
them have not joined it actively. In
addition to the fear of repression, she
attributes it to their shaky economic
situation, hence the fear of losing their
jobs. Like their children they have
suffered from the oppressive and
repressive policies of the regime against
their dignity and freedom, and all these
44 years they have struggled against the
regime’s compulsory hijab and other
compulsions and impositions. Their
struggles have been through daily
deliberate  civil ~ disobedience  and
incremental transgression. But they do
not see it prudent to tie the call for the
downfall of the Islamic Republic directly
to the call of “no to the compulsory
hijab.” Because, she argues, such a tactic
can hardly draw the silent majority (the
so- called grey stratum) to an active and
united uprising.32

Based on Khorasani’s analysis, one
may assume that the freedom of choice
concerning the compulsory hijab is not
as much an existential issue for many
middle-aged members of the middle-
classes as it is for the youth. However,
given the overwhelming impact of
repression and violent crackdown on the
Jina movement, it is hard to be sure what

are the most determinant reasons behind
behaviors of each stratum of the
population in Iran. For example, will the
continuous execution of the young
protesters, and the chain of bioterrorism
(the poisoning against schoolgirls 33)
result in  further outrage and
continuation of the movement or its
decline and suppression?

Another interesting example is the
fact that, despite the continuous
pressure by the regime against unveiled
women, we still see considerable number
of middle-aged as well as younger
women who bravely continue to appear
on the streets of Iran with no hair cover.
Although, it is noteworthy that their
latest civil disobedience continues
without associating it with a radical
political slogan against the ruling regime.

Regardless of how we analyze the
intersection of the class factor with the
generation and gender factors in this
case, many can appreciate the following
conclusionary ~ remark  made by
Khorasani: “We can acknowledge the
Jina movement as a social movement of
women and the youth and admire the
huge socio-cultural achievements it has
already made so far without questioning
its failure in attracting the ‘grey stratum.’
Moreover, it is not unrealistic to expect
that the culturally and socially

32 Noushin Ahmadi Khorasani, “Hejabe Ejbari, Jonbes-e Jina va Tabaqe-ye Motevaset [Mandatory hijab, the
Jina movement and the middle class],” Asoo, May 7, 2023 [Ordibehesht 17, 1402],

https:/ /www.aasoo.org/ fa/articles /4353

3 Starting in November 2022 and over the course of months, thousands of schoolgirls were hospitalized
under circumstances that some attributed to a sequence of mass toxic gas poisoning attacks, with some
eyewitnesses reporting signs of toxic gas attack. Some critics claimed the poisonings might have been by
pro-regime actors in retaliation for the role schoolgitls played in the protesting the mandatory

hijab. International scientists stated an independent investigation would be required, including access to
hospital test results and interviews with patients; otherwise, it could be difficult to draw any firm
conclusions. The Guardian and others criticized Iran’s authorities for its slow, opaque, and contradictory

responses to the epidemic.
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revolutionary achievements that the Jina
movement has flowed into our society
will continue to penetrate our people’s
consciousness and may bring about
important political consequences as well,
but perhaps not necessarily the way
some have been predicting.”3*

Historic troots of the WLF
movement:

As argued by several scholars 3, the
Jina  movement could not have
happened overnight. The social capital
of women’s activism, the direct and
indirect impact of over 120 years of
women’s rights movement and “non-
movements,” and feminist discourses in
Iran, especially the ones during the past
four decades, have informed and
influenced the feminist dimension of the
2022 WLF or Jina movement.

In extensive research reports by
academics and writers, we have found
earliest sporadic and individual cases of
rebelling or complaining against
women’s oppression in literature and
poetry produced by female poets such as
Mahsati Ganjavi of 12-13 centuries and
then in the mid-19% century during the
Babi movement in the poetry and radical
actions of Tahira Baraghani, known also
as Zartintaj and Qurrat al-'Ayn (1823-

34 Ahmadi Khorasani, “Hejabe Ejbari.”

1850). She was a leading figure of the
Babi reform movement36 who is also
known as the first woman in the Muslim
wotld who took off her veil in 1848
during a public lecture resulting an
uproar even among her own followers,
let alone the clerical establishment who
later pushed for her execution by the
ruling king.37

Another individual figure that
represents the earliest pioneers of the
women’s rights movement in Iran was
Bibi Khatoon Astarabadi) (1858/9 —
1921) a notable writer, satirist and
teacher who lived under the Qajar
dynasty and played an influential role
during the Constitutional Revolution.
She founded one of the first schools for
girls and her articles in defense of
universal education for women appeared
in the constitutionalist newspapers. Her
book Ma'ayeb al-Rejal (Vices of Men) that
was published in 1895 as a satirist
response to the pamphlet Ta'dech al-
Nesvan (Disciplining ~ of  Women)
published earlier by an anonymous
author, is known as the first Iranian
feminist book and some consider it as
the first declaration of women’s rights in
Iran’s history.3

Iranian women’s rights movement
and collective actions began through

35 See for instance, Afary 2022; Bayat; Hoodfar & Tajali 2022; Madani 2022:16; Kashani Sabet 2022;
Sanasarian 2022; Shams, 2022, Siamdoust 2022; and Tohidi 2022 & 2023.

36 Abass Amanat, Resurrection and Renewal: The Making of the Babi Movement in Iran, 1844-1850
(Cornell University Press, 1989) ...her rise to leadership aptly characterized the messianic ethos around

which the entire Babi movement was formed...

37 Farzaneh Milani, Veils and words: the emerging voices of Iranian women writers (London/ NewYork:

L.B. Tauris Publishers, 1992).

38 Afsanch Najmabadi, Bibi Khanum Astarabadi's Ma'ayib al-Rijal [Vices of Men] (Chicago: Midland
Printers,1992); Hasan Javadi, Manijeh Marashi, and Simin Shektloo, Ta'dib al-Nisvan va Ma'ayeb-e al-
Rijal [Disciplining of Women and Vices of Men| (Maryland: Jahan Books,1992).
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some semisecret associations during the
Constitutional Revolution (1906-1911).
Women’s struggles have continued with
their ups and downs in the context of the
authoritarian and top-down, but still
rather women-friendly processes of
modernization carried out by the two
monarchs of the Pahlavi dynasty (1925-
1979). This era led to the creation of a
small yet growingly wvisible and
influential  educated, modern, and
professional middle class women in Iran.

During more recent history of Iran,
the violent imposition of systemic
sexism in all aspects of life began in the
early days the “Islamic Republic.” The
first laws of the Shah’s regime that
Ayatollah Khomeini decided to annul
wete the reforms made in 1967 and 1975
in application of the Family Protection
Law, which restricted polygamy and
other provisions related to marriage,
divorce, and custody of children
favorable to men. He also ordered that
female judge be dismissed and affirmed
that women, by their nature, are not
suitable to become administrators of
justice or leaders of a country.

Another significant political change,
which became a new law two years later,
was KKhomeini’s declaration that the veil
was a mandate of Islam and therefore a
mandatory requirement of the new
Islamic state. This declaration of
Khomeini has been contested and
rejected by several scholats of Islam who
unlike Khomeini find no Quranic basis
for making hijab mandatory. 3 The
Ayatollah considered the freedom of

choice of dress, as well as any modern
style of clothing for women, to be part
of Western decadence. These retrograde
and anti-women statements were made
just days before the International
Women’s Day, March 8 in 1979 which
secular Iranian women intended to
celebrate en masse in public for the first
time in the country’s history.

Faced with those terrible
proclamations by Khomeini, the women
decided to turn the celebration into a
great protest chanting “We did not make a
revolution to go backward’ or “‘freedom is
neither Western nor Eastern, it is Global”
About 50,000 women, mostly from
middle class and educated families,
supported by a few progressive secular
men, continued to demonstrate for five
days despite the physical assaults and
taunts from Islamist vigilantes. The
women only stopped protesting when
the moderate wing of the new state
withdrew the mandatory hijab, unaware
that it was only a temporary and tactical
gesture by Khomeini and hardliners.
However, after a year, when the Iran-
Iraq war began in 1980, women lost
momentum and warmongering
misogynists won the power game for 44
years. However, that historic protest
heralded the flowering of a new wave of
feminism in Iran, this time under a
misogynist theocracy.

By vindicating their agency and
power of action, and their daily
resistance, women have not allowed the
forces of misogyny and patriarchy,
Islamic or secular, to carry out all their

3 See for instance writings by Ahmad Qabel, Hassan Yousefil Eshkevari, Ayatollah Mohsen Kadivar, and
Sedigheh Vasmaghi among Shii scholars who have rejected Khomeini’s interpretation and declaration of

hijab as an Islamic mandate.
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sexist plans successfully. The new
modern middle- and working-class,
urban, and educated women who have
been raised in contemporary Iran have
not submitted to the hostile dictates of
the clerical state. Thanks to women’s
capacity for intelligent, courageous, and
creative actions, and their persistent
presence and social participation in
many spaces, both traditional and non-
traditional, women have made great
strides in several social domains despite
all the imposed obstacles. Therefore,
women’s overall conditions have
remained contradictory and full of
tensions. For example, in the domain of
education, women have achieved over
85% literacy rate. But, while women
make up over 55 percent of university
students, their rate of unemployment is
twice as much as that of men, and the
female participation rate in formal
economy is about 16 percent, one of the
lowest in the world and even in the
MENA region.

Moreover, thanks to the processes of
globalization or “glocalization” and the
new communication technologies, and
the presence of large communities of
active and highly educated Iranian exile
and immigrants in different parts of the
wortld, Iranians who aspire change of the
system in Iran, including feminists, are
provided with a chance of cross-
pollination of gender and feminist

consciousness among them inside and
outside the country as I have elaborated
elsewhere in Tohidi, 201740 and 200241

Among the concrete recent activism
of women’s rights movement and
feminism that have influenced the WLF
movement, include the organized or
semi organized collective actions or
campaigns such as the “One Million
Signatures Campaign Against
Discriminatory Laws,” also known as
the “Change for Equality Campaign.”
This campaign that received several
international awards, has been one of the
most  enlightening and  influential
feminist actions in Iran’s recent history
with branches in several cities. Despite
the repression and arrests of its
members, that campaign could continue
its online publications and sustain its
face-to-face consciousness raising and
interactions with ordinary citizens for
almost three years (2006-2009) 42,

Another campaign of the women’s
rights movement that has included a
chain of actions against the gender
apartheid was the one by feminists
wearing white scarfs or male clothing
while trying to enter the sports stadiums
banned to women’s participation. Also,
campaigns pushing for women’s rights
to drive bicycles as a means of
transportation or sports have been active
in different cities.*> Another campaign in

40 Nayereh Tohidi, “The Women’s Movement and Feminism in Iran: Revisiting a “Glocal” Perspective,” In
Women’s Movements in the Global Era, Ed. Amrita Basu (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2017), 397-443.
41 Nayereh Tohidi, “The International Connections of the Women’s Movement in Iran: 1979-2000,” in Iran
and the Surrounding World: Interaction in Culture and Cultural Politics, Ed. Nikki Keddie and Rudi
Matthee (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2002), 205-231.

42 Noushin Ahmadi Khorasani, Iranian Women's One Million Signatures Campaign for Equality: The Inside

Story (Women's Learning Partnership, 2009).

43 See for example this report on such a campaine in the city of Mashhad:
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a transnational format aimed at stopping
the custom of stoning to death of
women and less frequently of men too
for committing adultery. That abhorrent
custom was revived under the Islamic
Republic and practiced in different parts
of Iran per the orders issued by clerical
judges. The campaign was rather
successful since it resulted in stopping of
the practice in 2009 but not its
illegalization yet. Another successful
campaign was against the so-called “the
bill of protection of family” that was
meant to further facilitate polygyny,
divorce, and child custody in favor of
men during Ahmadinejad’s presidency.
An effective coalition of feminist
lawyers and activists through pressing
the Majlis (parliament) and petition
collection, stopped passing of that anti-
women bill in 2008.

Many feminist interventions in the
media and press as well as cultural
productions in literature, poetry,
painting, and other forms of fine art,
especially cinema and sports have been
considered as part of the non-movement
aspects of growing feminist influence in
present Iran. Feminist publications,
online and offline, translations, and
women-owned publishers, and the
academic programs of Women’s Studies
in vatious universities have all been
among sources of  gender-related
education and feminist enlightenment.

Women’s Studies programs in academia
have been under continuous state-
imposed  patriarchal  interventions,
censorship, and distortion of the
curriculum and pressures on faculty
members. Nevertheless, they have
survived with various degrees of success
and failures. 4

An important aspect of women’s
movement in the past 44 years has been
women’s “non-movement” (as
theorized by Asef Bayat, 2010 45) in
reference to women’s daily social
presence, daily actions of gradual and
incremental civil resistance, defiance,
and transgression against the state-
dictated edicts concerning style of life,
specifically dress codes and the
compulsory hijab. For example, because
of such daily assertion of their agency,
the black, slippery all covering and
restrictive chador propagated by the
Islamist state as the “superior hijab,” has
been abandoned by many women.
Similatly, the mantuo-roosary (loose long
and dark color overcoat plus dark color
headscarf) has been gradually turned
into colorful, fashioned, tighter and
shorter styles of overcoats along with
colorful scarfs covering lesser and lesser
parts of hair.

Furthermore, thanks to the new
communication technology and
increasing use of the internet and social

Najva Mashhadi, “Tajrobe-ye Zanan az Docarxehaye Esteraki-ye Bydo: Az Nesat ta Mamnu’iyat [Women's
experience of Baidu shared bicycles: from joy to prohibition],” Zamaneh Media, August 28, 2021 [Shahrivar

6, 1400], https:/ /www.radiozamaneh.com/683155/

44 Nayereh Tohidi, “Reste-ye Motale’at Zanan dar Iran: Nemoodi digar az paradox Jomhouri-ye Islami
[Women’s Studies Discipline in Iran: Another Display of the Paradox of Islamic Republic],” Journal of

Azadi Andisheh, No.1 (Summer 2015): 150-214

45 Asef Bayat, Life as Politics, How Ordinary People Change the Middle East (Stanford University Press,

2010).
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media, new online blogs created by
women and men, several campaigns
against the compulsory hijab and the ban
on music, singing and dance, especially
for women, have further facilitated the
growing process of civil disobedience
against the oppressive state-imposed
rules. But even before that, several
critical writings against the compulsory
hijab were published in various journals
and books, including one by Noushin
Ahmadi Khorasani (2011/1390) that
offers a critical historical review on the
issue and how Iran’s intellectuals have
approached it.

The first organized campaign ever
that called for “No to Compulsory
Hijab” was initiated in 2012 (Tir 1391)
by a collective who called themselves
“Liberal Students and Graduates of
Iran”  (Daneshjooyan va Danesh-
Amookhtegan Liberal Iran). In addition
to activist students, there were several
journalists, political activists, and human
rights activists (female and male)
involved in this collective. The
Facebook page membership of this
campaign from inside and outside of
Iran reached 69000.46 In 2013 during the
annual international Bobs competition
of Deutsche Welle (German Public
Broadcaster) they won the award for the
highest number of public votes for the
best social activism concerning the
promotion of freedom of speech and
ideas and enhancing rich public dialogue
on the Internet. In the context of this

campaign, Narges Mohammadi, a
prominent  human/women  rights
activist, was arrested by the Morality
Police in 2013. In her open letter from
prison, she condemned the “morality
police and compulsory hijab so
effectively that even some state-run
newspapers and pro-reform groups
issued statements criticizing the police
and her arrest.

Another campaign, probably inspired
by the earlier one inside Iran, began
outside Iran two years later (in 2014)
called “My Stealthy Freedoms,” initiated
by Masih Alinejad, an Iranian activist
journalist living in the US.#” Operating
outside Iran free from the state
repression  and  censorship,  this
campaign became quickly a well-known
online campaign that gained popular
support among the Iranian diaspora with
many followers inside Iran as well,
several of whom were arrested and
sentenced to years of imprisonment,
including 24 years old Saba Kord Afshari
who was arrested in 2018 along with her
mother Raheleh Ahmadi for appearing
without hijab in public and posting their
video on social media; they were released
in 2023.

Another creative campaign of a more
daring nature was initiated again inside
Iran by Vida Movahed, a 31-year-old
mother of one. On December 27, 2017,
her photo dressed in black, standing on
a platform in the Revolution Street while

46 “Kampeyne na be Hejabe Ejbari [No to compulsory hijab campaign],” Melli Mazhabi News, July 16,
2012, https://melimazhabi.com/%DA%A9%D9%85%D9%BE%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%:86%D9%87-
%ID8%A8%ID9%87-%D8%AD%D8%ACYD8%A7Y%ID8%A8-
%D8%A7%D8%ACYD8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%3C/

See their Facebook page that was still active in 2016: https://www.facebook.com/na.be.hejab.cjbari

47 Masih Alinejad, The Wind in My Hair: My Fight for Freedom in Modern Iran (Little, Brown Book Group,

2018).
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taking off her hijab and silently waving it
on the end of a stick, went viral. Her
stick with waving hijab turned into a
symbolic flag of freedom and the image
of her bravery inspired many Iranian
women to join her in solidarity and
protest.*s On the following days, many
young and older women and at times
along with men too began following this
performative non-violent civil
disobedience action as individuals and
not in a group yet.4

These silent, peaceful, and individual
actions soon was dubbed as the
movement of “The Girls of Revolution
Street” on social media. Despite its
peaceful and silent method, the
government felt threatened by it and
could not tolerate any continuation of
such actions against the compulsory
hijab. As part of a crackdown, Movahed
and 29 other people were arrested,
including Iran’s most prominent human
rights defense lawyer, Nasrin Sotoudeh,
who had accepted to defend four of
those arrested women. In two separate
recent articles, Mansoureh Shojaeei and
I have made succinct reviews of the
main trends within Iran’s hundred years
of women’s movement that can shed
further light in the connectivity,
continuity, and differences between

those 100 years of struggles and the ones
in the current Jina movement. Shojaee,
202251 and Tohidi, 202252,

So, despite certain novelty and
unprecedented qualities in the WLF
movement, specifically the pivotal role
of women and centrality of gender
issues, this movement is neither about
women’s rights and feminist movement
only, nor is it separate or a complete
break from previous uprisings and social
movements in Iran’s history. Like many
other nations, Iranians have been
struggling for building a modern,
democratic, prosperous, and just society
for about 150 years now. Their
aspirations for the rule of law, freedom
and justice articulated during the
Constitutional Revolution of 1906-1911
have not been fulfilled for most people,
especially women. While certain political
and democratic aspects of
constitutionalism were neglected or
violated by autocratic policies of the
Pahlavi dynasty, the current Shia
theocracy has violated and subverted
almost all progressive aspects and
achievements of the Constitutional
Revolution.

For instance, the concept of “bodily
autonomy,” that, thanks to feminists,

48 Annika Hernroth-Rothstein, “The Gitls of Revolution Street, Waving Their Veils,” National Review,
Match 8, 2018, https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/03/ the-gitls-of-revolution-street-waving-their-veils/
49 For more information on this, see: Nayerech Tohidi, “The Women's Rights Movement and Feminism in

Post-Islamist Iran,” SUR 24- 13, no. 24 (2016): 75-89.

50 For more information on Nasrin Sotoudeh, see her fascinating and insightful book called Letters of

Prison, 2023.

51 Mansoureh Shojaee, “Yek Qarn va do Xizes Besooye Jonbes-e Azadi-ye Zanan Tran [One Century and
Two Risings toward Iranian Women’s Freedom Movement],” Iran Academia Journal, no. 9 (Summer 2022):

9-16.

52 Nayereh Tohidi, “Ravand-ha va Motalebat-e Asli Konesgary bardye Hoqoog-e Zanan Iran dar Sad Sal
Gozasteh [The Primary Trends and Demands within the Women’s Rights Movement in the past 100

years],” Iran Academia Journal, no.9 (Summer 2022): 1-8.
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has been added to the human rights and
democracy discourses of Iran only in
recent years, was not completely alien to
the leading Iranian intellectuals of the
Constitutional Movement. Ali Mirsepasi
(2023) cites from a famous treatise
known as “One Word” written by a
leading intellectual of the constitutional
era, Mostasharoldoleh Tabrizi (one of
the advisors to Naseeruddin Shah in
1870s), who saw the rule of law,
citizenship, human dignity, and bodily
autonomy as  primary bases of
articulation or imagination of Iran as a
modern and cosmopolitan  nation.
According to Mostasharoldoleh, “bodily
autonomy,” requires respect for privacy
and personal boundaries of each
citizen.>

This is only one example to show
how retrogressive the current Islamist
discourse and its devices such as the
compulsory hijab have been compared
to the progressive potential of the
Constitutional discourse of 120 years
ago. While pointing to such historical
connections between the past liberating
and progressive ideas prescribed in the
“One Word,” (the rule of law) with the
present liberating ideas prescribed in the
three-word slogan of Woman, Life,
Freedom, Mirsepasi calls for articulation
of a new “national discourse.” He is
among those of us who suggests that
with a broader historical perspective, we
as Iranian citizens can unite around this
“three-word” slogan to come up with a
national liberationist and humanist new
social contract (Paivandi, 2023).54

Therefore, the WLF movement in a
way is also a return to the unfulfilled
constitutionalist ~ values,  reclaiming
certain modern and secular principles of
a liberal democratic revolution of the
constitutional era. At the same time,
however, it is far more than that;
millions of Iranians, especially the
younger generations of them, women in
particular, members of working class,
middle class, millions of students,
teachers, and nurses are demanding also
secular social democratic alternatives to
the present corrupt clientelist, and
rentier state made up of mafia type
militaristic and clerical oligarchs.

The 43 years of trying to mend and
strengthen the republican aspects of this
so called “Islamic Republic” have been
systematically sabotaged by the Islamist
hardliners. The fight for reform from
within the system reached its futile point
and total defeat during the 2021
presidential and parliamentary elections.
The hardliners meant to turn that round
of elections to a total homogenization of
the state organs of the elected as well as
appointed bodies. Thus, the remaining
few reformers and even the moderate
conservatives such as Hassan Rouhani
were completely sidelined or removed
from positions of power, bringing all the
state organs under the control of the
“deep state,” that is the “bey?” (court) of
the supreme leader, and the IRGC
security and military organs. The
engineering of the latest election process
was more obvious and total than before
that resulted in a massive boycott of the

53 Ali Mirsepasi, “Ta’amolati Darbare-ye Jonbes-e Zan, Zendegi, Azadi [Reflection on the Woman, Life,
Freedom Movement],” Sepehr-e Andisheh, No.3 & 4 (Spring 2023 [Spring 1401]): 101-114.

54 Saced Paivandi, “Goftgoye Melli Piramune Qarardad Ejtemaiy-e Novin [National dialogue about a new
social contract],” Mihan bimonthly Jornal, No. 47 (Spring, 2023 [16 Bahman, 1401]).
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elections and the lowest turnout in the
history of the Islamic Republic.

As a result, the most hardliner and
incompetent cabinet with Ebrahim Raisi
as its President came to power. The
bloody background of Raisi who served
on a committee that had ordered the
extrajudicial execution of thousands of
political prisoners in 19885 , left many
people, especially the thousands of
grieving family members and supporters
of human rights in a state of disgust and
frustration. There was left no prospect
for reconciliation with the West nor a
new agreement over the nuclear conflict,
removal of sanctions and normalization
of the economic crisis. KKhamenei, proud
of his achievement in the total victory of
hardliners, called for the revival of the
Islamist revolutionary zeal of the 1980s
leaving no hope for moderation and
reform through election and ballot. The
mistrust and chasm between the regime
and the majority of people reached its
deepest level.

The trend toward a revolutionary
approach against the totality of the
regime had gradually begun during the
last years of President Rouhani’s second
term because of rising inflation and
deepening economic crisis, and failure in
meeting his promises made during the
election campaign. It was in 2017 during
the massive revolt around economic
grievances (Dey 1396) that some
university students chanted a new
slogan, namely: “Reformist,
Fundamentalist, the game is over!”
(“eslab-talab,  osonlgara, digeh  tamoomeh

majara!l” That calling, at least on the part
of a small segment of population, was to
oppose both the reformist and
fundamentalist factions of the regime.
Many saw that slogan as the beginning
of the end of any hope to seek reforms
and improvements from within the
system.

But that slogan found growing
support only after the 2021 sham
elections and its consequent increasing
repression, corruption, and omnipresent
“Morality Police” in its physical assault
and daily humiliation of the youth,
especially women over the “bad hijab”
and “bad style of life.” Along with all
these pressures has been the increasing
economic decline among the middle
class as well as working class; high rates
of unemployment and hopelessness for
the future of the youth and even
university students; and the complete
and open “turn to the East” in the state’s
foreign policy that meant increasing
militarization and stronger alliance with
the despotic and non-democratic
regimes of China and Russia. Raisi’s trip
to Russia and siding with Putin in his
invasion of Ukraine, plus the increasing
anger and frustration accumulated
during the bloody repression of the non-
violent protests by workers, teachers,
students, farmers, and pensioners under
Rouhani and Raisi all contributed to the
restlessness and explosive state of
society prior to the September 2022
massive uprising in response to Jina
Mahsa Amini’s death.

55 See the report and evidence here: “Ebrahim Raisi,” 1988 Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran,
September 20, 2016, https://iran1988.org/seyyed-ebrahim-reissi-al-sadat-aka-ebrahim-reissi/
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Strengths and Weaknesses of the
WLF Movement:

In previous sections of this article,
the positive aspects and strengths of Jina
movement have been discussed; below
are some of the  wortisome
shortcomings. Many describe  this
movement as homegrown, spontaneous,
leaderless, party-less, and a non-
ideological, non-religious and non-
violent revolutionary initiative. But some
aspects of radical or violent tendencies
within the movement, reinforced by the
contradictory messages and influences
aired by some of the satellite TVs run by
Iranian exile or diaspora communities
have been attributed to the extreme
right-wing populist and monarchist
groups mostly based outside Iran, who
have been criticized as divisive and
polarizing, thus the subject of
contention and splits rather than
solidarity.

The lack of centralized leadership
and hierarchy has been seen by some as
an advantage, and strategically designed
for the Islamic Republic, a regime that
has never hesitated to crack down on
and arrest opposition leaders. However,
it is difficult to deny the long-term
dangers that the absence of leadership
has for a movement, such as the lack of
cohesion, strategy, and coordination that
allow for a clear roadmap and vision for
the future (Khosrokhavar, 2023).56

For this reason, despite the many
sympathies, moral and  practical
solidarity, and support for the protesters
by different ethnic groups and workers
from different sectors, strike calls have

been met with limited collective action.
Many did not risk joining the
demonstrations or going on strike for
mote than a few days, in a symbolic
gesture. The economic burden of
imprisoning a breadwinner is not a
negligible sacrifice, especially when it is
not known who are at the head of the
protests or what alternative the
movement is capable of making a reality.

What Next?

It appears that the streets are once
again, at least temporarily, under the
control of the armed security forces of
the Islamist regime. It seems that the Jina
movement has passed the first phase of
its  exciting and  revolutionary
emergence; the thunder and lightning
has turned into a light rain. Now is the
time for reflection, self-assessment, self-
critique, calm dialogues and discussions
over differences and commonalities
among the supporters of the Jina
movement. Leadership training,
organizing, and consolidating distinct
political parties and united blocks based
on shared wvalues and political
orientations manifested in various
charters  recently  published and
roadmaps that are being articulated
inside Iran even within some prisons, as
well as outside Iran. And then, building
coalitions toward reaching a broad
national front with strong and capable
leadership organs that can lead Iran in
going through an expectedly very
difficult transition. Transition not only
from the present dictatorship of a brutal
and violent Islamist theocracy, but also
into a challenging process of building a

56 Farhad Khosrokhavar, “Without Real Support, the Revolt in Iran is Running out of Steam,” L.e Monde,

Feb 20, 2023.
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lasting and sustainable democratic
secular republic. It is at this phase that
we see intense political rivalries,
sectarian  fights and not always
constructive demarcations based on not
only the nature of political goals but also
the strategy, tactics, and methods (for
instance, violent versus nonviolent)
among various alliances.

The degree of national and
international moral and political support
has been unprecedented. The response
has come from civil societies, human
rights  organizations of  different
countries or international entities, as well
as personalities, writers, celebrities,
athletes,  journalists, artists, and
members of academia.  Various
governments and authorities too have
also exerted pressure, issued statements,
and imposed sanctions against the brutal
organs or figures of repression. The
most notable have been the practical
stop of nuclear negotiations (though in
part due to the lack of cooperation by
Iran’s government), the condemnation
of Iran’s rulers by the United Nations,
and Iran’s expulsion from the UN
Commission on the Status of Women,
and the formation of a Fact-Finding
Committee to investigate human rights
violations in Iran. But many among the
decedents do not see these pressures
sufficient or effective enough and expect
more serious and coordinated political
and technological support concerning
the internet access.

Obviously, Iran is not in a
“revolutionary situation” yet 3 even
though the Jina movement began as a
revolutionary episode. So far, there is no
hard evidence of significant major splits
within the ruling circles, nor a
considerable split within the repressive
armed forces serving the regime. But
there have been increasing  signs of
disappointment, estrangement, and
disillusion among various influential
groups and  personalities.  Several
statements of forceful condemnation of
“immoral policies,” “increased
corruption,” economic mismanagement,
mistreatment of political prisoners, and
the execution of protesters have been
issued Dby entities close to the
establishment, even some calls for the
supreme leader to resign. The number of
seminary students and volunteers to
become clergy have been declining as
distrust and aversion toward the clergy
have increased. Overt complains and
concerns are expressed by statesmen
about issues such as the declining
number of mosque attendees and
participants in religious services and
Friday payers. For example, Haj
Abolgasem  Doulabi, the special
representative of President Raisi on
“Clerical Affairs” has recently warned
that out of 75 thousand mosques in the
country, the doors of 50 thousand are
closed.58

One of the internal divisions that
could have consequences has been the

57 In Leninist terminology, for example, a revolutionary situation emerges when “the bottoms don't want,

and the tops cannot live in the old way”.

58 This information is cited from the Telegram channel of Mehdi Nasiri, a disenchanted hardliner and
former editor of Keyhan Newspaper (the infamous major daily hardliner close to the Supreme Leader).
While posting the analysis of an independent clergy, Shahabedin Haeri Shirazi about this dramatic decline in
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statements issued by Sayed Mohammad
Khatami, the reformist former President
of Iran, who admits the inability of the
regime to reform itself. The other, most
forceful statement of opposition from
the former members of the ruing circle,
came from Mir-Hossein Mousavi, a
Khomeini-appointed prime minister in
early years of the Islamic Republic
(1981-1989). During the rigged 2009
presidential election, Mousavi was
“defeated” by Mahmud Ahmadinejad,
giving rise to the Green Movement. The
then candidate and his wife, Zahra
Rahnavard, have been under house
arrest for 12 years now for leading the
Green Movement. On Feb. 3, 2023,
Mousavi issued a statement calling for
the non-violent removal of the regime
through a referendum, free elections and
a new Constitution leading to a peaceful
transition towards a democratic and
secular government.>

Another important opponent within
the regime is Abdulhamid Ismailzahi, a
prominent Sunni cleric, leader of the
Baluch people of Sistan and Balucistan
Province. During the Friday prayers in
Zahedan there are anti-regime protests
and repeated bloodshed caused by the
security forces. Ismailzahi has been
calling for a national referendum and
deep structural changes for eight months
now.

Despite criticism at many levels, the
Tehran regime pretends to be confident
and determined to resist all oppositional

voices and threats from within and
without. It appears to be relying in part
on support from Russia and his armed
proxies in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon in
the event of a larger uprising. It has also
relied on continuous suppression,
executions, arrests, and even mystetious
poisoning of schoolgitls to frighten
people and force them to submission.
This familiar strategy under Islamists is
openly called “Alnasro bel Roal” (" =il
e L") meaning “victory by terror”.

The current impasse is being watched
with concern around the world. Nothing
is certain, except that it can be
considered unlikely that the regime will
be able to respond satisfactorily to the
legitimate demands of the population. It
is also unlikely that the population will
place its trust or acceptance in a regime
whose legitimacy has eroded over time
and, in recent events, has been portrayed
as hopelessly incompetent, brutal, and
corrupt.

While the international moral,
political,  technological  (especially
internet) support is obviously needed,
the current impasse can be changed
primarily by Iranian people themselves.
Iranian women and the youth are the
primary agents of change, especially
inside Iran. The role of the Iranian
diaspora outside Iran too is very
important, but so far, it has been a mixed
blessing. It needs a process of reflective
re-assessment and dialogue for a more
realistic and appropriate ways of support

mosque attendance, Nasiri agrees with him in attributing “this alarming trend” to the loss of the
independence of the mosque from the state. (Entekhab Newspaper, 11 khordad 1402 [June 1, 2023]).

59 “Opposition Figure Musavi Calls For 'Free' Referendum In Iran, Drafting Of New Constitution,” Radio
Fatda, February 4, 2023, https:/ /www.tferl.org/a/iran-musavi-free-referendum/32255674 . html
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for the repressed people inside Iran. A
more coordinated sense of responsibility
and care for political prisoners and the
injured people, a sense of solidarity
rather than competition over the
leadership of the opposition or
opportunistic exterior motives. If the
humanistic, existentialistic, egalitarian,
liberationist, inclusive, and pluralistic
principles of the Woman, Life, Freedom
are our guiding framework, we shall
overcome the ruling tyranny in Iran.

I would like to end this article by
citing a few words from Narges
Mohammadi stated during a recent
written interview with New York Times
while still in Evin prison in Iran. She is
one of Iran’s leading feminist activists
whose decades-long efforts have been
among those women and men that have
helped raise a grassroots awareness
contributing to the revolutionary
movement of Woman, Life, Freedom.
“For Iran to transform into a
democracy,” she says, “change must
come from within the country through
the development of a robust civil
society.” “Like many activists inside the
ptison, I am consumed by finding a way
to support the movement. We the
people of Iran are transitioning out of
the Islamic Republic’s theocracy.
Transition won’t be jumping from one
point to the next. It will be a long and
hard process, but the evidence suggests
it will definitely happen.” (Fassihi,
2023).60

0 Farnaz Fassihi, “She Lost Her Career, Family and Freedom. She’s still fighting to change Iran,” New York
Times, June 2, 2023, https:/ /www.nytimes.com/2023/06/02/wotld/middleeast/narges-mohammadi-iran-
political-prisoner.html
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Introduction

The death on September 16, 2022, of
22-year-old Mahsa Amini in Iran after
she was detained by the Islamic
Republic's Indoctrination Patrol for
showing too much hair gave rise to a
nationwide uprising led by Iranian
women against the regime's dress code.
Despite the government's brutality in
responding to the uprising, the
movement continued to grow over
several months. Large and small protests
were constantly reported from many
large and small cities in almost all
provinces. Numerous women often
participated in the rallies without the
"mandatory" headscarves, even in
traditional religious towns.

The movement's unifying and central
slogan, "Women, Life, Freedom," [ «0J
3l ¢ 833 3] repeated hundreds of times
every day for several months in Iran and
abroad, framed people's grievances
against the ruling power. This slogan,
women's leading role, the

unquestionable desire to overthrow the
religious regime, and the expression of
secularist ideas are among the features
that distinguish this movement from
previous movements, but as I will show,
this movement did not emerge
overnight, and its roots are entirely
identifiable.

The Power and the Meaning of the
Women, Life, Freedom Slogan

The universal and sensational
adaptation of a slogan that does not
sound political, violent, or ideological is
extraordinary. Thus, people must have
read a profound meaning into these
three ordinary words, and there must be
a complex reason the slogan was able to
take over the entire country overnight.
That the regime and its propagandists do
not understand this slogan as opposed to
a new generation who writes, shouts,
and promotes this and similar slogans
nationwide in various art forms is also an
indication of a colossal gap between the
state discourse and the aspirations of the
people.! The authorities do not have the

1 In addition to "Women, Life, Freedom," demonstrators in Iran and abroad often shout the slogans:

Women, life, Freedom

Down with Khamenei!

Down with the Islamic Republic
Down with the dictator

Killing for a Scarf, How Low You Have Fallen.
Iranians Will Die, but They Will not be Abject.
We will fight, we may Die, but We will take Iran Back.
Kurdistan is the eyesight of Iran.

From Zahedan to Tehran, I will die for Iran.
Neither Gaza nor Lebanon, I will die for Iran.
I will kill, I will kill, whoever killed my sister.
Reza Shah, blessed be your soul.

Canons, tanks, rockets, Mullahs must get lost.
Khamenei is a killer; his rule is invalid.

Such a disgrace we have a scoundrel as a leader.

From Tehran to Kurdistan, there is Oppression of Women.
From Kurdistan to Tabriz, People's Patience Has Decteased.
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vocabulary to discuss this slogan, and
their poor command of the Persian
language does not help them reach out,
making their usual violent reaction all
the more intense and frustrating.

The Context and the Roots of the
WLF Slogan

If we understand the contexts and
roots of this inspiring woman-led
movement and the components of its
central slogan, then we will be better
equipped to conceptualize it.

Historical Quest for Democracy and the
Problematics of Sexuality

The movement is entirely formed
against the Islamic Republic in Iran, but
in some narrow sense, the 2022
movement can be seen as the
continuation of the Iranian people's
pursuit of freedom since the
Constitutional Movement: a desire for
liberal democracy. As Misagh Parsa
writes, "Iranians were among the first in
Asia to agitate for democracy. The
Constitutional Revolution of 1905-1911
successfully established a democratic
constitution and government." 2 Both
movements demonstrate less affinity
with the 1979 Islamic Revolution, which

replaced a secular government with a
theocracy. In another sense, the 2022
movement is the ultimate refutation to
the ideals of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, which from day one and in
the following forty-four years, continued
to suffocate the voices and desires of the
secular, agnostic, and atheist citizens.
The reason for the new generation's
ability to maturely recognize the early
twentieth-century efforts in rebuilding
Iran through modern and secular
reforms and to despise the 1979
rejection of those valuable achievements
is their ability to inform themselves from
the sources that the Muslim rulers now
control. For example, a review of Iran-
related social media, slogans of the
recent uprisings, conversations on the
streets or at home available through
various anecdotal sources, and surveys,
including some conducted by the Islamic
Republic, all indicate that a significant
part of the Iranian youth inside Iran and
abroad, a significant part of the Iranian
population, and numerous prominent
commentators view the
prerevolutionary era in a new light.> This
new understanding is entirely different
from how that period and even the
Pahlavi Dynasty were portrayed and

Say her name: Mahsa Aminil
Justice for Iran!

Democracy for Iran!

Iran, Iran, Iran

Lewd, salacious, it is you / enlightened woman that I am.
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2 Misagh Parsa, Democracy in Iran: Why it Failed and How it Might Succeed (Cambridge: Harvard

University Press, 2016), 5.

3 Even inside Iran, former supporters of the state such as Mohmad Noorizad, religious activists such as
Fatemeh Sepehri, and scholars and public commentators who are allowed on the Islamic Republic-
controlled television channels such as Sadeq Zibakalam, just to name a few, frequently risk their safety and
refer to the lies about the prerevolutionary conditions in Iran.
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discussed in  the  revolutionary
movements of the late 1970s, which led
to the establishment of a theocracy. The
new generation has developed a more
pragmatic and balanced view of the past
due to their ability to see and hear the
facts denied by or unavailable to the
1970s revolutionaries and intellectuals.
Before the revolution, numerous
revolutionary poets and fiction writers
fed students and the youth only with
materials on the negative aspect of the
ruling monarch, often in staggering
exaggerated gloomy forms bordering on
pure fabrication. The Al-Ahmad-
Daneshvar theorization of the notion of
Westoxication became a theoretical
umbrella that covered all these anti-
western and anti-modernity
expressions.* No one among the leftists,
the pro-Soviet and the pro-Chinese
party activists, or the Islamic movement
was willing to point out any possible
positive aspect of the era. Now, this new
generation sees the positive aspects of
life and the significant progress their
country achieved back then and
compares them with the current
situation.

Thinking ~ about  the  above
connections and developments, it is easy
to understand that the women-led 2022
movement is another, albeit more
profound, chapter in Iran's long quest
for modernity. More than a century of
struggle for or against modernity has
constituted much of the country's social,

political, and cultural history. In the
decades since the 1979 Revolution, the
question of Iran's modernity has become
even more critical. Political players in
Iran are often characterized as liberal or
conservative and  progressive  or
reactionary based on their stance on
modernity. Taking a public position on
issues related to modernity can
guarantee someone a position in the
state echelon or, conversely, can land
someone in prison. 5 The reason the
honest and conscious efforts of the
constitutional era intellectuals such as
Akhondazadeh did not achieve a full
notion of modernity was because the
concept of sexuality was not addressed,
and if it was, it never included the more
straightforward issues of eroticism,
representation of the body, sexual
relations, and sexual identity. The anti-
Pahlavi activists, including the Muslims
and Marxists, as well as the reformers
and nationalists, did not pay any
attention to the discourse of sexuality.
Those  revolutionary  intellectuals,
including the poets and fiction writers,
many of whom supported an "arm
strugele against "imperialism and its
puppet" prior to and during the 1979
Revolution, had nothing to offer, and
thus the Islamic Fundamentalist notion
of sexuality became the only source for
writing the related laws. Muslims even
reversed the achievements of the
Constitutional Revolution by making

4 I have argued that Simin Daneshvar conceptualized Westoxication in her literary works even before Jalal
Al-Ahmad. See my analysis of her works, such as her best-selling novel, Savushun (1969), and short stories
from her collections Bih Ki Salam Kunam (To Whom Can I Say Hello, 1974) and Suratkhanih (The

Playhouse, 1961).

5 See, Kamran Talattof, Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology: The Life and Legacy of a Popular Female Artist

(Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2011), 5.
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religious jurisprudence the law of the
land.

The Muslim-Marxist revolutionary
movement of 1976-79, therefore,
achieved one of its tacit goals, which was
the reestablishment of the power of
masculinity, which was damaged when
women gained equality in such areas as
voting and when progressive laws in
support of women such as the Family
Protection Law were established. Men of
the new generation support and
participate in "Women, Life Freedom,"
exhibiting what I will explain below as a
paradigm  shift in Iranians' social
discourse.

As a  result, today, these
contradictions, tensions, and moral
conflicts have sent flocks of people to
courthouses at alarming rates trying
desperately to settle all sorts of sexual
disputes. And the judges in these
burgeoning courthouses are the young
graduates of religious seminaries of
Qom, Mashhad, and Isfahan, who are
deeply steeped in a medieval notion of
sexuality.o

Thus, the current movement also
reflects and has engaged with people's
long-lasting ~ troubles  with  the
problematics of the notion of sexuality,
particularly that which is imposed by the
Islamic fundamentalist discourse. The
failure in  achieving  full-fledged
modernity, I believe, is therefore related,
among other variables, to an absence of
a genuinely modern notion of sexuality
that is now being addressed by the
demand for freedom of dress, unveiling,
dancing in public, posting dance

performance on social media, and even
the use of expletive words and curse
phrases as slogans during the
demonstrations. Iranian activists outside
Iran have also launched nudity protests.

Because of this absence of a modern
notion of sexuality in the discourse of
the liberals, reformists, Marxists, leftist
revolutionaries, and particularly in the
discourse of fundamentalists, and
because of their archaic notion of gender
relations, homosexuality, and sexual
practice, many of them have had a
theoretical distance with the movement
trying all the while to explain the
uprising in old terms. Moreover,
historically, in the absence of this open
treatment of sexuality by the older
advocates of modernity, the religious
fundamentalists have used their notion
of sexuality to provoke the populace by
portraying modernization attempts as
the desire for sexual anarchy. In the case
of 1401 uprising, the spokespeople for
the Islamic regime always portray the
attempts against mandatory unveiling as
the desire for nudity and sexual liberty.
If the leftist and anti-monarch activists
vehemently denied the allegation in the
past, the new generation could not care
less about the accusation. As a result,
modernity and freedom of sexual
representation cannot be theoretically
separable, distorted, and be used against
each other, in public and private. It is
time for a serious discussion about
gender, sexuality, and sexual identity;
Iran's population continues to be treated
as subjects rather than as individuals or
free citizens. These issues should be
included in the charts the regime's

6 For an extensive discussion of this topic, see chapter 2, "Modernity, Sexuality, and Popular Culture: Iran’s
Social Agony" In Kamran Talattof Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology in Iran
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opponents publish. As I have for many
years discussed in my wotrk on women's
postrevolutionary  literary  discourse,
mandatory veiling is only a tiny
reflection of that fundamental problem
that has been caused by the absence of
national discourse and debate on
sexuality. The Islamic Republic's
reaction to the ongoing women's
movement provided panoramic scenes
which projected years of anger along
with Mahsa's name. Since the movement
and the street demonstrations subsided,
women have continued to resist through
unveiling, bravely walking the streets
without Hijab, and facing danger and
harassment by the regime's agents.

Dancing has also become a form of
tighting and resistance in addition to
other new forms of resistance and
tighting. After all, dance is an art and an
integral feature of modern society far
beyond its primitive functions. And the
appearance of certain dance forms can
quickly become a symbol of any type of
perceived cultural output or corruption.
That is why dance is still a political issue
in Iran, but dancing has now slowly
broken free from the confinement of
physical walls around the houses and the
walls around public life. Iranians
welcome dancing products such as
music videos from California and dance
themselves despite rules against doing
so. Unlike during Shah's time, dance is
now seen as a means of resistance.
Bourdieu believes that taste “functions
as a sort of social orientation, a ‘sense of

one’s place,” guiding the occupants of a
given place in social space towards the
social positions adjusted to their
properties, and towards the practices or
goods which befit the occupants of that
position.” 7 Taste also “implies a
practical anticipation of what the social
meaning and value of the chosen
practice or thing will probably be.” 8
Their social context conditions Iranians'
taste, and it is possible that competing
with Western and Indian movies can
explain the use of dance and nudity in
the prerevolutionary movies, often and
wrongly interpreted as the Western
attempt to corrupt the ‘'innocent,
indigenous Iranian culture.' But Persian
dance, a fun means of expression,
apparently has always been part of
Iranian culture, within the Iranian
people, a part of their identity,
whichever way they performed that
identity. I have explained elsewhere that,
unlike Adorno's assertion that the
culture industry, as an official system,
controls society by creating standardized
cultural and artistic commodities, in
Iran, a bottom-up cultural creation
constantly challenges the political
system.” So, while dance challenges the
prevailing gott, it remains to be seen if
the current interest will do anything to
"rehabilitate” or change attitudes toward
Shahrzad and other women who danced
in prerevolutionary commercial movies
and cabarets and Iran's contemporary
dance enthusiasts.

7 Pierre Bourdieu, “Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste,” In Everyday Theory: A
Contemporary Readert, ed. Becky McLaughlin and Bob Coleman (New Yotk: Pearson/Longman, 2005), 29.

8 Ibid.

9 Theodor Adorno, “On Popular Music,” Studies in Philosophy and Social Sciences 9, no. 1 (1941): 17-18.
For this discussion, see Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology in Iran
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Years of Literary Activism as Root and
Prelude

Today's  extraordinary — women's
activism for freedom and equality can
also be traced to women's literary
products of the last few decades. Since
the late 1990s and the beginning of the
now embattled reformist movement,
Iranian women novelists have published
many successful works that have gone
through numerous reprintings. These
novels provide a wealth of information
about today's Iranian society. This new
development resulted from efforts for
renewed literary modernity, in which
feminist and civil society movements
found common ground for concern and
a new set of priorities expressed in
poetry and novel, giving rise to a new set
of literary exigencies. 1 The novel
Bamdad-e Khomar (The Morning After,
1995) by F. Haj Sayed Javadi portrays
women's suppression and rebellion. This
novel, written by a novice female writer,
broke the bestseller record of any novel
published in Iran. Javadi's success was
unprecedented but not entirely unique.
Her book soon shared its status as a
bestseller with other works of such
authors as Z. Pirzad (2000, 2002), P. Sani
(2002), S. Vakili (2003), and N.
Tabatabai (2004).!! Through their plots
and motives, they critically portray
aspects of life such as lack of freedom,
identity, sexuality, boredom, repetition

10 Ibid.

of similar problems, loneliness, divorce,
suppression, lack of opportunities for
women, problematic communications,
and male-dominated culture. At the end
of The Morning After, the protagonist,
Mahbubeh, revolts against her macho-
violent-low cultured husband, Rahim,
burns down their house, hits a mother-
in-law, and runs away. Later, she even
slaps her husband on the face. These
incidents mean that under a system of
tyranny, a well-cultured population
might be left with no choice but to resort
to violence. If you know Rahim's
constant cursing and lewd language and
the language of interrogators in Islamic
Republic's prisons, then hearing women
on the streets in 2022 cursing the
authorities and using a similar lewd
language will not be too surprising.
Contrary to many commentators who
do not support such language being used
in demonstrations, I believe this is
another method to challenge the state's
control of what constitutes propriety
and sexuality. This new public use of
such language is indeed a reaction to
years of restraint, which has led to
contradictions between looking pious
outside and committing "sins" inside;
between public life, where people use
religious references to get by, and in
private life, where they curse the
religious ruling elite; between a desire to
be honest and the necessity to be crafty,

11 These novels include As You Had Told Leyli 2001 By Sepideh Shamloo; I’ll turn off The Lights 2002 by
Zoya Pirzad; My Bird 2003 by Fariba Vafi; Who Believes Rostam 2004 by Roohangiz Sharifian; Fish Sleeps
at Night 2005 by Soudabeh Ashrafi; Banu’s Last Game 2005 by Belghis Soleimani; Like a Perfume in Breeze
2009 by Razieh Ansari; No Worries 2010 by Mahsa Mohebali; Under The Dreamy Light of Evening Sun 2012
by Jeiran Gahan; Fall is the Last Season of the Year 2015 by Nasim Marashi. For more information, see
Kamran Talattof, "Persian Literature, Persian Novels, and Postrevolutionary Women Novelists" in Routledge
Handbook of Post Classical and Contemporary Persian Literature (second book) (London: Routledge,

forthcoming 2023).
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cunning, and shrewd; and between
assumptions and expectations.

Parinush Saniie's Sabm-¢ Man (My
Share) follows the story of an Iranian
woman over five turbulent decades from
her teenage years before the 1979
Revolution onward.!2 It is a story of
friendship, dedication, and hope for a
better future. No matter how and when
one reads this novel, it is clear that the
protagonist reveals the nature of the
Islamic Revolution of 1979 as effectively
as any analytical historiography. In
Parandeh-e Man [My Bitd] by Fariba Vafa,
the narrator is a sophisticated housewife.
Initially, she is excited that they have
bought an apartment, even though its
location is far from ideal. She is happy
that she no longer has a landlord: "A
landlord is not the Satan, but he can
equally conquer a person's soul."!3 But
the newly purchased home does not
bring happiness. One might interpret
her excitement regarding the ownership
of the apartment as sarcasm because her
unhappiness is somewhat mundane,
related only to daily family issues.
Focusing on her expressions, we realize
she is talking about much larger cultural
predicaments. Through her ability to
imagine, she offers  sociological
commentaries on urban dwellings, other
spaces, and the human psyche.
Occasionally, her comments become a
dictum. "Freedom is meaningful only in
its global sense or in its historical sense
and not in a shapeless, puny house in a
crowded quarter in a third world
country. I am not that naive." !4 Her

12 Parinush Sanii, Sahm-e Man (Tehran: Ruzbahan, 2002).

13 Thid, 10.
14 Tbid, 10-11.

desire to stay outside is not too remote
from the desire of women to conquer
the streets in the recent movement.!5

As in the prerevolutionary period,
novels and, generally, the literary output
in Iran can serve as a highly reliable
source of information and prediction of
social change. That is, the appearance of
these novels indicated the emergence of
a new movement in response to the
ongoing cultural changes in society,
which include the need for social
reforms, increasing interactions with
Western discourses, and the inability of
the ruling clergy to accommodate the
expectations of the new generations.

Respecting Western Liberalism and
Loving the Nation

These past decades of globalization
have increased access to information
about democracy, sexuality, and notions
of civil society; many formative elements
of the discourse of modernity gained
new and more profound significance,
mainly  through  the  country's
paradigmatic responses to Western
modernity. Before the 1979 Revolution,
Iranian intellectuals were influenced by a
radical leftist discourse. Whether Marxist
or Muslim, they advocated an anti-
western sentiment, encouraged piety
among members of society, and
promoted  the cause of  the
underprivileged like what happened in
some other Middle Eastern societies.
The youth no longer believe in this
misrepresentation of liberalism and
Western achievements.

15 Fariba Vafi, Parandeh-e Man (Tehran: Markaz, 2002). As the book was not available
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Both Marxist and Islamic discourses
undermined Iranian nationalism and
rejected the notion of an Iranian identity
all for the sake of their ideology, leading
to the decline of liberal nationalism. The
current movement is, in a sense, a
reaction to that sort of ideological
advocacy expressed as seen in slogans
such as "Iranians Will Die but They Will
not be Abject [3pdo s <3 3aee A121;"
"We will fight, we may Die, but We will
take Tran Back [ 93! cponeacs «ouSzcs
pg‘;:f & o;" "Kurdistan is the eyesight
of Iran [Olp! El> 5 e—dx OLwdS];"
"From Zahedan to Tehran, I will die for
Iran [Olp! SIS @&l Olgs U olaaly Si];
"From Zahedan to Kurdistan, I will die
for Iran [ Gl @il coliw,S G Ol )|
OlI];" and finally the oldest one of all
"Neither Gaza, nor Lebanon, I will die
for Iran [0l 618 alla ¢lad 45 e je 43,16
Such slogans indicate the prevalence of
an Iranian narrative about the future of
the nation that is neither Islamic nor
Soviet ~Marxist. The latter two
internationalist ideologies were not too
concerned about Iran as a nation. The
narrative underlying the 2022 movement
for democracy and secularism looks at
history without an ideological lens and
sees a nation that existed before the 20t
century, even before the 7% century. This
analysis explains the repetition of those
slogans for the first time.

Thus, the era in which ideological
intelligence and political activists were
positioned to define what constituted
Iran or what the West stood for has

passed. The outstanding characteristic of
the ideological movements was their
rejection of Western liberalism in favor
of nativism, the proletariat, or Islam.
Today, both intellectuals and the
populace are pragmatic.!” In this era of
globalization, the Islamic Republic's
control  over the means  of
communication and mass media has
waned. There is very little they can do to
prevent the spread of such slogans by
networks  such as  the  Iran
International TV and news agency or Man
0 To television network, even if they slow
down the internet and ban social apps.
For  example, Iran  International has
continually rebroadcasted video clips of
the demonstrations, street dancing, and
other forms of resistance almost
immediately and has provided a forum
for discussing the political developments
in Iran and among Iranians abroad.

The belief that Western modernity is
unsuitable for Iran's historical situation
is no longer credible because the
regime's  alternative  has  created
numerous social contradictions and
perhaps permanent setbacks to the
moral and ethical orders. ‘These
contradictions and discontinuities have
surpassed the tensions between modern
thinking and traditional sexuality. They
include many aspects of life, including
urban development, architectural
change, industrial expansion, and issues
related to daily life, such as
entertainment, appearance, courtship,
dating, etc. This is different from

16 See the list of powerful slogans in English and Persian above.
17 For a brief explanation of Islamic Fundamentalism and its relation to Soviet Marxism, see Kamran
Talattof, "Comrade Akbar: Islam, Marxism, and Modernity," Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and

the Middle East 25, no.3 (November 2005), 634—49.
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modernity's "constant and reflexive
auto-innovative quality."18

As mentioned elsewhere, the state
has determined that the veil is the
battleground for the oppositional, albeit
disorganized and sporadic, activities
among women who seek more freedom
and greater gender equality. Hundreds of
thousands have clashed in one way or
another with the regime’s police and
security forces on different occasions.!”
Advocates of modernity no longer can
eschew, as they did in the
prerevolutionary period, the issue of
veiling or, for that matter, sexuality.?0
The current movement is even more
focused on the issues of individuality
and sexuality. The attempts by some
supporters  of the "Women, Life,
Freedom" movement to reject the
regime's "accusation" that people on the
street "are fighting to gain the freedom to
be naked' is counterproductive. The
tight for the right to the expression of
sexual identity is part of this movement.
The repetition of lewd slogans and
curses by some of the demonstrations
might, in fact, be understood in the
context of the fight against the
imposition of a medieval notion of
sexuality on a population that aspires to
modernity.

“Women, Life, Freedom:” An
Indication of a Paradigm Shift

With such roots then, the slogan
"Women, Life, Freedom" indicates an
epistemic paradigm shift in people's
mindsets, sensibility, and religiosity. It
suggests that people do not feel any
cultural connection with the state's
religious discourse; there is nothing in
common, not even common patlance.

As a result, and in continuation of the
same aspiration, people have taken to
the streets to treclaim their national,
cultural, and sexual identities, albeit with
a new level of consciousness and
awareness about the nature of the ruling
system. They show that they no longer
tolerate uncertainty, hardship, and
limitation. Yes, people want to be able to
sing and dance freely, and by all
indications, they are willing to die for
their goal. In this sense, the cries of
"women, life, freedom" also counter the
ruling clerics' hyper-masculine nature,
which can be phrased as 'men, murder,
dominate.'

This desire for life, the quest for
normalcy, the centrality of women's
issues in the movement, and abhorrence
of the smell of death explains why the
phrase "Woman, Life, Freedom" has
gained the status of the main, unifying,

18 See, Barry Smart, Facing Modernity: Ambivalence, Reflexivity, and Morality (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage
Publications, 1999). There are also some informative articles in On Continuity, ed. Rosamund Diamond and
Wilfried Wang (Cambridge, MA: 9H Publications, 1995). On the issue of architecture, see Cecil Keeling,

Pictures from Persia (London, R. Hale Ltd., 1947), 166.

19 Even in 2007, a couple of months after the broad assault on "bad veiling" or "misveiling" started, the
Deputy Commander of the Islamic Republic Police Forces announced that thus far, "We have given notice
to more than 527,255 people. About 20,363 have been [arrested] and released on bail. And 2,265 have been
sent to coutts." See http://www.isna.it, June 25, 2007. Often such news items and briefings include other
numbers about sex offenders, prostitutes, and harassers, all sex-related and negative. According to a report
by Fars News on August 30, 2007, about 171,151 women received notice just from the airport police,

several of whom were prevented from traveling.
20 Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology, 232.
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conceptualizing ~ slogan  of  the
movement. It has inspired global
support, prompting other women to cut
their hair and burn headscarves in
solidarity. This slogan came from the
similar Kurdish "Jin, Jian, Azadi" (<0}
@Bl «0li") to Persian and was
immediately able to encapsulate a
national  narrative, a  nationwide
renaissance  type of  movement,
manifested in elegant styles, methods,
and other similar Persian/Kurdish
slogans requesting the recognition of
liberty, individuality, rationality, and
their cultural identity as the ingredients
for a decent life.

The juxtaposition of the words in
"Women, Life, Freedom" also treflects
the movement's desire to regain control
of life by establishing equality for
women. The wotd Woman (zan / O))
references the oppressive gender
segregation practices since the 1979
Revolution. The word Life (zendegi /
543)) not only reverberates the sound of
the word "Woman" (&) but also refers
to what the Islamic Republic has
destroyed for most residents. The word
is very general and apolitical and thus
immune to ideological manipulation.

The final word, Freedom (Azadi), has
a long political history. However, today's
slogan covers freedom beyond the
political realm, including the freedom to
live, mingle, enjoy the four seasons
outdoors, dance, and feel the wind in
one's hair. It covers the freedom of
physical or emotional sensations and the

ability to express them in words, arts, or
touch.

The simplicity of these words and
their peculiar potent alliteration have
made the slogan accessible to the rest of
the world. In addition, "Women, Life,
Freedom" has become a theme in
painting, calligraphy, graphics, theater,
poetry, photography, moving pictures,
and music (as in Shervin's global hit
song, "For," which was written based on
Mahsa-related hashtags. All this, in turn,
adds beauty to this paradigmatic shift.

Even the attempt to add "Man,
Homeland, Development"  (Mard,
Mihan, Abadi) to that central slogan has
thus far not been successful because the
added words lack a structural and
conceptual connection to the first
stirring slogan. The added words do not
reflect any of the demonstrators'
immediate aspirations, and there is yet to
be a consensus about how to rebuild the
homeland, as the third multi-meaning
word, "Abadi," might suggest.2! Indeed,
one of the movement's goals is to go
beyond the regime's firm male-female
binary opposition and to steer away
from  the  regime's  restrictive
heterosexual approach to everything,
The clergy's notion of male and female
dichotomy is, in fact, one of the reasons
for forcing women to dress in dark,
thick, baggy clothes and headcovers
regardless of time and place. Thus, the
attempted addition of the second slogan
to the first seems to perpetuate this
binary view of society.

21 True, the "Man, Homeland, Construction" appeared in Shervin Hajipout's song, "Baraye" (For), which
gained almost overnight global recognition and acclaim and became the official revolutionary song of the
movement. Still, these three words are not juxtaposed with the main slogan. Shervin's lyrics are based on

Mabhsa-related hashtags repeated countless times.
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However, rebuilding the nation is
part of the motivation behind the
participants'  efforts  and  brave
encounters with the regime. And this
motivation has also been for a long time
expressed not only in fiction but also in
poetry. Simin Behbahani's “Do bareh
Misazamat Vatan” [“I will Rebuild you,
Oh My Homeland”], which has been
well received by Iranian activists around
the world and across the political divide
through the years, exemplifies many of
current aspirations. Behbahani
published the poem in 1981, just one
year after the start of Iraq's invasion of
Iran, but it did not become popular until
much later. Critics have classified the
poem as an enduring Iran-Iraq war
poem; however, the metaphors,
references, and embedded messages go
beyond the destruction wrought by the
eight-year Iran-Iraq war. To be sure, the
wat's real damage became fully
understood much later, and most of the
destruction occurred when Iraqi missile
attacks intensified during the middle
years of the war. The poem's long-lasting
popularity and its recent status as a
national song are related to its relevance,
first, to the current situation in Iran, in
which  people crave peace and
prosperity, construction, and comfort,
and second, to its universal message
about aspirations for life and
recreation.?2 As mentioned above, many
references in the poem describe
circumstances not limited to the time of
war. For example, she writes,

3958 BBl (plew LT j9) S eoybss

“Once again, on a familiar day—the
darkness will leave this house.”

‘Darkness at home’ is a curious
metaphor. How shall one relate it to the
war? Are there no suitable metaphors for
war other than that of a home filled with
darkness? In the 1980s, it could have
been read as referring to dictatorial
regimes because many poems by
unshakably leftist writers clinging to the
dichotomies of dictator/people and
darkness/light conveyed the same
meaning. On the other hand, the poem
could be perceived as a precursor to a
new literary movement that began to
emerge decades years later. My
argument, however, is that the poem is
currently being re-interpreted in light of
a new socio-political discourse.??

The slogan "Women, Life, Freedom"
has uniquely united all Iranians in their
quest to enjoy life and enlightenment.
This and many other slogans indicate
that this informed generation and their
families no longer fall victim to
ideological traps. Many of the other
slogans indicate a sharp portrayal of the
regime and its ideological construct as
foreign to Iranian identity. Because of
access to information, they have realized
that the 1979 Revolution was built on
two gross exaggerations; first, the
hyperbole about the prerevolutionary
social problems, and second, that the
religious or socialist utopian paths could
have provided a prosperous life. The
ruling Shiite establishment has, however,

22 For a translation and analysis of this poem, see Kamran Talattof, “"'I Will Rebuild You, Oh My
Homeland": Simin Behbahani's Work and Sociopolitical Discourse,” The Journal of Iranian Studies 41, no.1

(2008): 19-36.
23 Thid.
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propagated its faith for forty-three years,
and thus, it might not be easy for some
Iranians to agree with such assertions
that "Hijab rules have nothing to do with
Islamic tenets and everything to do with
repressing women."24

The slogan and the movement it
represents also indicate that the time for
a reformist approach to solving the
problems seems to have passed. While
the support for such significant change
increases, several surveys indicate that
the support for this fundamentalist state
discourse has decreased to the lowest
degree since the 1979 Revolution. The
fact is that both the authorities and the
opposition have consistently
exaggerated the amount of support for
the regime. Iran was one of the region's
largest secular countries, and the fact
that an Islamic revolution occurred
speaks ~ more  about  misguided
oppositional politics rather than a deep,
meaningful shift in people's religiosity.
The religious segment of Iranian society
simply gained power and visibility over a
shocked majority. The sizeable secular
segment was silenced, except for a few
months in 1979 and 1980 when half a
million atheists could march the streets
of Tehran.

Even some of the regime's leaders
such as the former president
Mohammad Khatami and the Khomeini
era premier Mir Hossein Mousavi called
for political changes, pointing out the
dwindling support for the Islamic
regime. Khatami stated, "What is
obvious today s widespread

dissatisfaction but with a reformist and
somewhat secular approach to politics,
he won the presidential ticket twice and
landside victories.

Today, the tendency toward
secularism is more vocal than ever
before. Most Iranians were never in love
with Islamic Fundamentalism,
particularly if they were told more
explicitly what that ideology entails. All
these are also supported by whatever
surveys are possible to conduct in that
society. For example, in an article about
the results of his survey, Mansoor
Moaddel writes, "The decline of religion,
on the one hand, and the rise of
secularism, on the other, have in fact
been one of the most astonishing
developments in the past twenty years,
and we may confidently project that in
2020, before the outbreak of the current
revolutionary movement in the country,
about 70% of Iranians supported secular
politics, and only 9% remained die-hard
fundamentalist willing to defend the
Islamic regime." 25> The Group for
Analyzing and Measuring Attitudes in
IRAN (GAMAAN) conducted a sutvey:
"Over 158,000 respondents were inside
Iran, and over 42,000 respondents were
outside the country." The results read,
"In response to the question 'Islamic
Republic:  Yes or No?' 81% of
respondents  inside the  country
responded 'No' to the Islamic Republic,
15% responded 'Yes,' and 4% were
unsure. Of the Iranian respondents

24 Deina Abdelkader, “Hijab rules have nothing to do with Islamic tenets and everything to do with

repressing women,” Conversation: October 7, 2022..

25 See Mansoor Moaddel “Secular Shift Among Iranians: Findings from Cross-national & Longitudinal
Surveys.,” Freedom of Thought Journal, No. 12 (Fall 2022): 1-28.
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abroad, 99% responded 'No,' opting
against the Islamic Republic."20

To some who follow literary
presentations and literary changes as well
as changes in popular culture, the notion
of such an uprising and the paradigm
shift would not have been improbable.
The last paragraph of The Life and Legacy
of an Iranian Dancer, published in 2011,
featuring the poetry, acting, and
performances of a prerevolutionary
Iranian dancer Shahrzad, reads,

The tension between the ideological
notion of sexuality and the drive for
modernity encompasses many of the
problems that needed to be discussed in
order to understand the relationship
between Shahrzad’s case and the overall
social hierarchy in which she has lived
and struggled. Iranians, and in particular
Iranian women, will eventually provide a
response, a strong response, perhaps a
rebellious response, to so many
dichotomies and contradictions imposed
by pervasive ideological paradigms. And
their response will certainly be informed
by a progressive discourse on sexuality,
one that collides with traditional
resistance to modernity, evidence of
which is abundant today. If novels and
journalistic writings by Iranian women
since the 1990s are an indication of
anything, they no longer glorify poverty

and suffering. For the young population,
for pioneering Iranian women, for
Shahrzad’s daughters, that idealist
discourse turned out to be reductive and
mere slogans, to some extent lacking
eloquence, nuance, variety, range,
amplitude, tone, voice, and precision.
Young Iranians instead crave freedom,
civility, civil society, poetry, progressive
laws, and justice, and yes, rock bands,
weblogs, and Western movies. Their
parents, totally alienated, trusted the
anti-modernity discourse of their day,
and left their fate and freedom in the
hands of ideologues. The current
generation struggles to get its hands on
the mechanisms that drive society and to
steer Iran in a new direction.?’

In fact, the big mistake of the
country's ruling system is that it tries to
satisfy only a small segment of the
society that it considers loyal to its
ideology at the cost of increasing the
dissatisfaction of the majority of society
that has lost hope for a better future."28
Pointing out similar conditions, Mir
Hossein Mousavi called for forming a
constitutional assembly of people's
representatives to  write a  new
constitution, i.e., a call for the end of the
'unpopular’ Islamic Republic, but this
generation wants no part of that
history.”’

26 For the full repott, see “Iranians' Attitudes Toward the 2022 Nationwide Protests,” at
https://gamaan.org. The results of an eatlier survey cattied out between February 17-27, 2022, showed "that
88% of the population consider "having a democratic political system" to be "fairly good" or "very good."
The different numbers of respondents might explain the consistency or inconsistency in the results.

27 Kamran Talattof, Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology

28 See Mohammad Khatami, “Eslahtalabi be Saxreye Setabre Bonbast Barxord karde va Mardom Haq
Darand az an Nomid Savand [Reformism has hit a dead end and people have the right to be disappointed],”

Eslah News, February 5, 2023.

2 See the report on BBC Persian: “Mir Hossein Mousavi Xahane Qanune Asasi Jadid va Taskil-e Majlese
Moassesan “Baraye Nejate Iran” Sod [Mirhossein Mousavi called for a new constitution and the formation
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There is now a growing consensus on
democracy, secularism, the need for civil
society, with an emphasis on "women,
life, and freedom," rendering the debate
over the nature of the Hijab almost
moot. This social movement has aimed
for more profound and consequential
social change. And the challenge facing
modernity is closely related to the
challenge  facing  the  women’s
movement; to reach women’s agency to
alter  politics. ~ Women’s  agency,
somewhat achieved in literary works, is
required in reality to answer questions
about the future of society, and that
includes the future of its banned female
dancers, singers, poets, and
filmmakers.30

of the Constituent Assembly "to save Iran"],” BBC Persian, February 4, 2023 [Bahman 14, 1401],
https:/ /www.bbc.com/petsian/iran-64522691.
30 Modernity, Sexuality, and Ideology, 233.
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1 Introduction

Since the 1979 revolution, the Zhina
Movement can be considered the most
significant social movement in Iran. Not
only did it expand to more than 100
cities nationwide, but the protests on the
streets continued for more than 100
consecutive days. Different social classes
were involved, and international
coverage and sympathy created an
atmosphere of delegitimization for Iran
government inside and outside the
country. Increasing repression and
violence by the government prompted
the extension and expansion of the
number of protest actions. The
movement has continued in various
forms ever since.

Numerous amounts of digital art,
video clips, graffiti, performances,
paintings, songs, musical pieces, and
other artistic artworks were created
during the movement. Each of them
emphasized  protest actions and
resistance to the repressive system in
their particular manner. This paper
examines revolutionary and protest
songs made or published during the
Zhina movement, from its start in
September 2022 up until January 2023.

Regardless of genre, most of these
songs, especially the ones produced
inside Iran, have been made as
underground music due to the
widespread suppression of digital media
and their protest themes. Their focus on

protests is the main criterion for labeling
the songs as underground music.!

Underground music, however, can
be defined as criticism of the culture
industry,  youth  challenges, and
subcultures in opposition to official
culture according to the definition. They
also protest the values and norms of
current capitalist culture, 2 which this
paper does not address directly. Instead,
the focus of the article is the protest
songs of the Zhina Movement, and an
attempt has been made to extract the
main themes using content analysis.

In the past century, Iran as a country
has undergone tremendous changes.
These cultural, social and scientific
transformations not only had a ripple
effect on artistic and musical expression
but also, in some cases, acted like tidal
waves, disrupting and  uprooting
everything in their path.? For example,
during the Green Movement (June-
December 2010) in Iran, many famous
artists and lesser-known and amateur
ones published numerous songs
encouraging people to join protests.*
Some of them were re-sung during the
recent movement or changed into
original protest songs to emphasize the
importance of the moments 5 and
connect the history of resistance.

This qualitative research analyses 179
revolutionary and  protest  songs
published about and during the Zhina
Movement in their social and political

1 Ravadrad & Faeghi, “Baznemaci-¢ Mo'zalat-e Ejtema'i-e Jame'e [Representation of Society's Social

Problems],” 40.

2 Kowsari, “Musiqiy-e Zirzamini dar Iran [Underground Music in Iran],” 129-130.

3 De Bano, “Music and Society in Iran,” 369.

4 Ansari, “Green's art,” ISE.A20713, November 13, 2013.

5 Ooryad, “Sorud-e Zan-Sodan [Anthem of Woman-Becoming],” Iran Transition Conncil, November 13,

2022.
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context. The study investigates how
Iyrics form sharted meaning in people's
minds by examining their linguistic
structure. The list of songs can be seen
in the appendix of this article.

2 Protest and Revolutionary
Songs and Social Movements:
Theory and Literature

As stated by Giddens, social
movements ate "an attempt at a
collective  representation of  the
institutionally repressed area of life".
Della Porta and Diani defined it as a
distinct social process consisting of the
mechanisms through which actors
engaged in collective action are involved
in conflictual relations with clearly
identified opponents; are linked by
dense informal networks and share a
distinct collective identity. 7 During
social movements, art and especially
music plays a significant role in creating
distinct collective identity and involving
more actors in the movement. As still,
music like "Bella Ciao" and "El Pueblo
Unido Jamas Sera Vencido" play an
essential role in creating a shared
collective  identity in  anti-fascist
movements worldwide.

It is not the first that time music,
songs, and anthems have been involved
in social change in Iran. During the 1979
revolution, a plethora of songs reflected
and fueled the protests that resulted in
the overthrow of the monarchy. Iran has
undergone radical changes Since the
1979 revolution. So are the themes and

6 Giddens, Modernity and Self-Identity, 208.

7 Della Porta & Diani, Social Movement, 20.

8 Baghernia Abkenar, “A Playlist We Know,” 24.
9 Ibid, 24.

10 Spillman, “Introduction.”

songs that propose the moral imperative
of social change, communicate the facts
and events, or actively call people to
participate in social change over the past
44 vyears. These transformations can
easily be spotted in lyrics and social and
political contexts, while significant
theme in these protest songs has
remained almost identical: opposing
tyranny, dictatorship, and seeking
freedom. It is crucial to consider music
as a cultural product and practice that
can  solidify  collective identities,
emotions, and meanings while sustaining
the movement's ideas over time.
Additionally, it is essential to take a
closer look at the role of collective
representation (in the songs) in shaping
a scenario for social performance, which
makes them effective in motivating
actors to take collective action.®

Among the ideas on the association
between music and social movements,
the framework adopted in this study
posits that social movements ought to be
viewed through the perspective of the
actors who connect them in collective
action. Furthermore, this perspective
regards music as a critical element of the
process of collective meaning-making
and identity formation.” From this point
of view, social movements are the
process of meaning-making in which
those involved push for societal changes
based on specific notions.!” The impact
of such social movements is not limited
to the political scene. It represents a
cultural change in the values of different
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actors and a drastic shift in their
preferences in their daily life. In this
view, social movements can be
considered a process of meaning-
making, identity = formation, and
collective imagination. ' According to
Habermas, new social movements are
emerging in cultural reproduction, social
interaction, and sociability, and their
goal is issues related to ways of life.2

The Zhina Movement is an instance
of a so-called new social movement.
According to Touraine, contrary to old
social  movements, new social
movements generally concentrate on
cultural problems since the dominance
which is challenged in these new
movements is not only the ownership of
the means of production but also the
domination and control of the
production of symbolic goods, ie.,
information, images, and culture.!? In
defining social movements, Touraine
also attends to their meaning-making,
interpretive dimension, and historicity.'4

There are different and sometimes
conflicting definitions of protest music.
For example, Denisoff argues that a
protest song is a socio-political
statement as well as creating awareness,
and it sometimes leads to a solution.!>
Weinstein suggests a definition of
“protest” as an opposition to the policy,
an action against the people in power
grounded in the sense of injustice.” 16
Here, what we are considering as protest

11 Eyerman & Jamison, Music and Social Movements, 10.

songs, are pieces of music that convey
opposition to the current situation in
Iran. Aside from protesting against
Iran's regime and policies, it also
involves songs that their goal is to make
the revolution happen. They provide a
revolutionary solution by encouraging
activists and expressing clear opposition
to the government.

When examining the interplay
between music and social movements, it
is apparent that the Zhina movement
distinguishes itself from other post-
revolutionary social movements and
protests in Iran regarding its impact on
the social imagination and formation of
shared identity among its participants.
While social movements and
countywide protests in Iran, especially
the ones that occurred during the past
decade, had significant impacts on
Iranian society and have spread
geographically, they have not had the
same influence on the artistic works
produced or the range of social classes
that  participated as the Zhina
movement. Zhina movement and Green
Movement succeeded in making a global
impact and involved not only all the
social classes, ethnicities, genders, and
nations in Iran but also encouraged
people from all over the world to
participate and act. In contrast, other
social movements or protests like
Bloody  November  could not
successfully build a common identity
among people!” as well as 2017-2018

12 Ghaneirad and Khostokhavat, “Jonbeshay-e Ejtema'i-e Jadid [New Social Movements],” 242.

13 Moshirzadeh, Daramadi [Intoduction], 198.

14 Ghaneirad and Khostokhavat, “Jonbeshay-e Ejtema'i-e Jadid [New Social Movements],” 252.

15 Haynes, “From Vietnam to Iraq," 1.
16 Ibid, 1.
17 Madani, Atase Xamus [Exstinguished Fire], 43.
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protests, which was difficult to single out
a specific demand as a central demand of
the protest.'8 This movement created a
central slogan that included potent
symbols and a successful informal
interaction network directly related to
artistic creativity.

The arts play a significant role in
social movements, as they can
"encourage activists by empowering and
deepening commitment and
harmonizing  activists' agendas to
reinforce group values and ideas. The
arts are also used to communicate the
issues and ideals of the movement
beyond the activist group. By
representing the history of an issue, the
arts may establish or revise an emotional
tone or a public perception. Along with
critiquing societal issues, the arts may
also be used to critique movement
ideology, keeping the movement
grounded and true to its purpose.
Finally, the arts provide elements of
pleasure and aesthetic joy, important for
activists to recharge and rejuvenate their
energy and efforts to continue their
work in a social movement." 1 The
broader range of the artistic productions
in this movement can indicate the power
of this movement in shaping the identity
of all people involved. The most
important task of this movement is to
create this common ground for the latter
so that all participants who cannot
contact each other directly can say who
we are and what our goal is. It makes the
high volume of artworks more
meaningful for conveying this meaning
and common sense and spreading it

across the country and even the world.
As we will see further in this paper, art
can communicate important messages
and information about conflict as it did
in the Zhina movement by reciting
movement goals, victims, and slogans
and even remembering the linkage
between all movements and protests that
happened before. Plus, when there are
iconic works of art, and people can relate
them to the conflict that is happening, it
can send a signal to make people think
about what this movement means, what
is the vision of the movement in the
future, and how can we make actions to
achieve it. 20

Cultural performances such as
protest songs are also influential in
building collective representation and
imagination. They can unify people by
creating  shared  meaning  and
representing the ideas and notions of a
specific movement. Some of them, like
the famous song “Baraye,” can become
the symbol of the movement, spread
rapidly throughout the world, and
reinforce solidarity between social actors
and even others who have not
participated in the movement. "Baraye",
which means ”For” or “Because of” was
written and performed by Shervin
Hajipour, It was one of the first protest
songs of this movement that was
published on the singer’s Instagram
account on September 28%, inspired by
the movement, less than two weeks after
the funeral of Mahsa Zhina Amini,
which was the starting point of the
nationwide manifestations. The song
received significant attention and was

18 Azad Armaki and Hajali, “Peydayes-e Jam’iat-e Mo’tarez [Emerging Protest Crowd],” 492.

19 Milbrandt, “Understanding the Role of Art,” 8.
20 WellesleyCollege, “Shiva Balaghi,” 1:20-1:55.
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shared, republished, and covered many
times quickly. Shown on the self-
recorded video, Lyrics is a collage of
protesters' tweets during the first few
days of the movement sharing their
misery, pain, and grief and expressing
why they support these protests in
short. 2 The reasons covered a wide
range of topics from the environment to
economic problems to arrested students
and even problems of refugees. When
those tweets were gathered in a piece of
music, they became powerful and
effective lyrics that reflected different
groups' concerns, which many could
identify with. The song received over
40M views in less than 48 hours and
became an instant hit. This song, with
the help of dramatic and artistic.” 22
amplified  the  conflict  between
protesters and the Islamic government
on many different fronts. Innovative
cultural actions in social movements
profoundly affect artistic production as a
form of cultural expression?? and create
a sense of liberation. Marcuse states,
“Artistic imagination creates new objects
in both language and images: an
environment in which humans and
nature are liberated from reification and
domination. As a result, it ceases to be
mere imagination; it creates a new world.
The power of knowing, seeing, hearing,
which is limited, repressed, and falsified
in reality, becomes in art the power of
truth and liberation.”?4

The link between music and social
movements is a two-way road. Protest

music is created in the context of a wide
range of thoughts during protests. In
contrast, the movement uses them to
advance while it is affected by the events
and evolution of the movement.
According to Reed, “social movements
adopt existing cultural structures to
support the new goals and strategies set
by the movement.”’?> Music, as a cultural
structure, is one of the pillars of people’s
daily life and can spread the movement’s
ideas.

Music and artistic productions are
also essential in remembering and
shaping the top moments of social
movements. These musical components
of collective identities have rarely been
explicitly —addressed during social
movements and  protest actions.
Focusing on the interaction between
music and social movement, we examine
this collaborative learning process
through music, memorization, and
mutual meaning-making in this article.

In Iran, revolutionary and protest
music has been turned into a discursive
arena where, on the one hand, the anti-
establishment side seeks revolution,
which is active during the movement
pursuing to express its existence, and
even its predominance, through songs
and other musical performances. In
contrast, the pro-establishment side
seeks to repudiate such presence and,
more importantly, its predominance by

21 Holmes, “Coldplay perform Iranian protest song,” Guardian, October 31, 2022.

22 Alexander, “Cultural Pragmatics,” 59.

23 Eyerman & Jamison, Music and Social Movements, 6.

24 Marcuse, Art and 1iberation, 125.
25 Reed, The Art of Protest, 14.
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attempting to silence its musical
discourse.2

3  Data Analysis

In this paper, we approached the
protest songs without having a
preconceived theoretical framework. We
started by collecting and analyzing data
to construct a theoretical framework. By
the initial review of 179 musical works
published during the Zhina movement,
718 primary themes were identified. Ten
main themes were identified by
categorizing and re-categorizing primary
and repetitive themes. Finally, based on
their relationship, these ten themes were
classified into five categories and
separated. Themes of oppression,
resistance, and the conflict between
good and evil were categorized as the
state of the current situation. The second
category is the connection of this
movement  to  previous  social
movements in Iran. The third one,
which is related to the Zhina movement,
consists of four themes: representation
of slogans, symbols, and victims, woman
and embodiment, homeland, nations
and ethnicities, and religion; the last
three themes were classified into the
category of the problem proposed, and
finally, themes of call to action and
desired future vision were made separate
categories.

All codes extracted from this analysis
are represented in the table below:

Table 1: Themes and Categories

26 Leone, “My Schoolmate: Protest Music in Present-Day Iran,” 360.



. 82| Ashtiani

Main Theme
Oppression

Resistance

The Conflict
Between Good and
Evil

Connection With
Previous Social
Movements

Representation of
Slogans, Symbols
and Victims

Women and
Embodiment
(Problem Proposed)

Homeland, Nations
and Ethnicities
(Problem Proposed)

Religion (Problem
Proposed)

Call to Action

Desired Future
Vision

3.1

Category

The State of the
Current
Situation

The State of the
Current
Situation

The State of the
Current
Situation

Connection
With Previous
Social
Movements

Zhina
Movement

Zhina
Movement

Zhina
Movement

Zhina
Movement

Action Request

Desired Future
Vision

State of the current situation:

Codes

Suffocation, Murder, Despair, Repression,
Slaughter, Deception, Despair of Reform,
Courage, Complaint, Disorder, Prison, Current
Situation, Conflict, Dissatisfaction, Curse,
Mourning, Grief, Regret, Depression

Resistance, Revolution, Struggle, War, Ideal, No
to Execution, Negation, Street, Uprising, Revenge,
Criticism of Capital, Subversive, Negation of
Slavery, Martyr

Good and Evil, Iranian Myths, Binary
Confrontation, Natural Phenomena

Aban, Previous Movements Victims, Khavaran,
Green Movement, 1979 Revolution, Black Fish,
Gohar Eshghi, Previous Movements, Green
Movements, Gitls of Enghelab Street, Connection
between Movements, Neda, Navid, Dey
Movement

Woman Life Freedom, Dead’s of the Movement,
Mahsa, International Reception, Slogans,

Hair, Body, Kiss, Hijab, Dance, Woman, Gitls,
Right to Choose, Equality, Women Right,

Ethnicities, Nations, Motherland, Homeland, Iran,
Kurdistan,

Religion Critic, Mandatory Hijab, Negation of
Religion, Anti-Religion, Clergy, Pulpit, Religious
Elements

Protest as Action, Uprising Request, Invite to
Action, Us, Me and You, Unity, Solidarity,
Inviting to the Street

Hope, Better Future, Dream, Brightness, Victory,
Desired Future, Freedom Wish, Hope for change,
Sunrise, Spring

3.2 Oppression:
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Suppression and suffocation have
been mentioned in 78  songs.
Suffocation, blood, despair, suppression
deception, despair, mourning, pain, and
other similar words show the extent of
oppression. Asmand Believes, Protest
literature -In which song lyrics can be
included in it- is a dynamic and idealistic
literature that defends the rights and
values of society. It is a literature that
does not tolerate inequality, can never
ignore  discrimination, and  be
indifferent. Its purpose is to protest
something, usually the  political
situation.?”

In many protest songs published at
this time, the description of suffocation
is a prelude to intervention in the
existing situation. “Sorud-e Barabari
[Anthem of equality],” which is also
known as “Taqir Baray-e Barabari”
[Change for Equality] first performed in
2008, was widely republished, shared,
and chanted in the protests worldwide,
especially by feminist groups in the
movement’s early days, The song itself
amplifies hope, courage, and resilience
of the women fighting for a better day,
and talks about intervening in
conditions, solidarity, and building a
promising future based on the equality
of men and women. It also mentions the
methods of repression to express the
need for this intervention. It is a feminist
song in Farsi made in 2007 by some
feminist activists during a campaign
called “One Million Signatures for the
Repeal of Discriminatory Laws” against
women.28

No stoning/no on the threshold of the
gallows/no crying many times/no shame and
disdain  (Sorud-e  Barabari  [Equality
Anthem])

The prison has been used in protest
songs of the movement to symbolize
repression and boredom from the
existing situation.

Let the air in the prisons/ even the prison
is disgusted with itself/ His lungs are full of
prisoners/ he wants not to be! | So that the bird
can be freed (Zendunay-e Xaste |[Tired
Prisons))

Expressing despair and unbearable
living conditions due to repression and
lack of freedom are mentioned in some
songs. In the text of the song below, the
sadness of unbearable conditions is
expressed poetically. In this work, the
singer expresses the current difficult
situation by being tired of waiting for
morning to arrive (which means a
positive development and fundamental
change in the current situation).

We're at the end of onr rope. Enough of you
saying that the morning is near (Iran-¢ Man

[My Iran])

In many songs such as this one, there
is a mention of the idea of the prominent
arrival of the promised liberation day
and how it has failed so far. While
darkness and terror are at their peak,
there is no sign of a bright future or a
positive change on the horizon.

Blood has been used in many works
as a symbol of oppression.

27 Asmand Juneghani, “Taqgabol-e Adabiyat-e Eterazi [Opposition of Protest Literature],” 16-17.
28 Shojaei, Mokavi and Marzban, “Se Revayat az Tavallod-e Sorud-e Barabari [Three Stories About the

Birth of the Anthem of Equality]”, Meliun, March 9, 2013.
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Ab... O worlds/ O living in time/
[There’s| A place on the ground/ [that] people’s
blood) [is] remaining on the ground (Azadi
Agar [Freedom, If])

Streets covered in blood or
bloodshed are repeatedly used to convey
the brutality people are dealing with.
These images are inspired by the
heartbreaking photos and videos of
manifestations aggressively repressed by
the police and direct shootings, bodies
covered in blood, and the beating of the
citizens that were widely shared daily.

3.2.1 Resistance

Struggle, resistance, and resilience are
the focus of some of the other protest
songs of this time to describe the current
situation, which is mentioned in 44
pieces. In this theme, the aim is to
narrate the current crisis not from a
hopeless point of view but to describe
how to resist and stand against
oppression. For this purpose, words
such as revolution, resistance, street,
uprising, rebellion, revenge, and the like
have been used,

Our land has been invaded; we are ready for
the revolution/ we fight like a lion to see the
freedom of onr people (Sures [Rebellion])

Long live the revolution of the 80th
generation of women (Ma [Us])

The word “street” has acquired a
symbolic meaning and refers to the
continuous presence of the people. The
street is the most critical arena of
struggle and resistance and maintaining
it for nearly four months is one of the
essential  characteristics ~ of  this
movement. Being on the streets means
acting in various ways, such as

protesting, writing slogans, distributing
leaflets, chanting at night, etc.

The street is flooded with your hair like
spring | with your warmth | my heart is firm
(Be Mahsa be Nikd Qasam [Swear to Mabsa,
Swear to Nika))

Children of the country/ without fear of the
devil/ when night comes together in the street
(Zan,  Zendegi, Azadi [Yek  Qatre
Xun][Woman, Life, Ereedom))

The emphasis on negation and its
importance in protest songs is also a
symbol of confrontation and resistance.
The movement started with a protest
against the government’s systematic
harassment of Zhina Mehsa Amini. As a
form of resistance, the protests
demonstrated the denial of oppression
and dominance through collective
actions.

No, no, no! / No! No! No!/ No to
mandatory hijab/ No to any censorship/ No to
autocrats/ No, no, no, no to the country’s

shame. (Na, Na, Na [No, No, No])

3.2.2 The Conflict Between Good
and Evil:

The antagonism between good and
evil or between protagonist and demon
is another way of expressing the present
situation in 42 pieces of music in the
movement. This form of expression
uses various narratives. The conflict
between good and evil is reflected in
different forms in Iranian culture
reflected in Zoroastrianism as well as
epic myths and tales in Shah-name,
which is an inseparable part of the
folklore culture of Iranians. The epic of
Karbala and the conflict between right
and wrong is one of the religious
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expressions of this conflict?, which is
less discussed in the songs of the current
movement compared to  Green
Movement artistic works which religious
elements were represented more in its
ideology and symbols.? In these epics,
characters  representing  so-called
“Good” also suffered the dominance of
unjust opponents and evil forces.
Despite their efforts, they endured a lot
and sometimes even got killed, but their
righteousness was proved later, and the
uprising heroes avenged them. Another
way of expressing this conflict is the use
of natural elements, which in popular
culture have positive annotations (such
as lion, perfume, flowers, stars, tulips,
sun, morning.) or negative (such as
hyena, wolf, jackal, night, stone.) or
human-made objects such as the wall,
cage, sickle, light, chain, lantern.

Dve been fed by fear again/ But the wall is
starting to crack (Nasl-e Zed [Z Generation))

The darker you get; O cold is the night! /
We are like bright stars (Mo jeze [Miracle])

Ob, if hyenas behave like hyenas | or if
wolves think of rabies for a moment/ ... Wow,
if they involye this lion in awakening (1 dy
Agar In Sir Ra Dagir-e Bidari Konand
[Wow, If They Involve This Lion in
Awatkening)

One form of creating this conflict is
using mythology as a confrontation
between the protagonist and the enemy,
echoed in Iranian literature and cultural
heritage. Using Iranian mythology
including  fighting  "Kaveh" and

"Fereydoun" with "Zahhak," using the
mythology of the Dragon, or referring to
"Siavash," "Rostam," "Tehmina," and
"Sohrab" ate the example of it. These
references are meaningful when
representing a glorious Iran in the past is
considered  while avoiding  using
religious allegories to represent good and
evil in protest poems. A kind of
nationalism rooted in the elements of
ancient Iran could be traced here. Some
scholars believe that the primary source
of these mythologies in Iranian literature
is  “Shahnameh”.  Referring  to
Shahnameh and its myths can be
considered as returning to the Iranian
identity against the Islamic identity,’!

It contradicts the Green Movement,
in which slogans and lyrics were
primarily religious. Alongside Iranian
mythology, a few songs and slogans
mainly refer to Karbala and the conflict
between Hussein and Yazid as one of
the most critical pillars of Shiite thought.
“Kaveh” versus ‘“Zahhak” mythology
and religious myths - divine and satanic
- were also frequently used in the 1979
revolution.32

The trees of braids flag are in Kaveh’s
hand/ shaking the heavens/ the end of this
story is not bad/ this Fereydoun kills Zahafk
(In Fereydun Mikosad Zabhak Ra [This
Fereydun Kills Zahhak])

It is the way how my mother raised me/ that
I am Ariobarzan for my homeland/ .../ The
same woman who is bebind me | whose lullaby

29 Elhami Nia, “Vizegihay-e Axlaqi [The Moral Characteristics],” 120.
30 Sarkouhi, “Cera Asar-e Honariy-e Mandegari [Why did not Lasting Artistic Works),” Radio Zamanebh,

August 5, 2019.

31 Shahbazi, “Hadaf-e Ferdowsi [Ferdowsi’s Aim],” 35-36.

32 Nikfar, “Aqﬁz~e Yek Engelab [The Begining of a Revolution?],” Radio Zamaneh, October 22, 2022.
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is the story of Rostam (Ke Parvardey-e Daman-
e Yek Zanam [A Woman has raised me))

3.3  The Connection with Previous
Social Movements of Iran

In 22 of the pieces of music, previous
social movements or other types of
repression are mentioned. It represents
how social movements are linked in the
minds of people. They allude to the
history of the struggle against
oppression.

The current movement has revived
the memory of the most iconic victims
of the Regime's violence in previous
uprisings. There were mentions in the
songs that people have not forgotten
about them and will pursue justice.
Among the most resonated names was
Neda Aghasoltan (who was killed by
direct gunshot in the manifestation after
the disputed presidential election in
2009, also known as Green Movement.
Witnesses filmed her death, and a few
artists paid tribute to her memory.),
Navid Afkari (a wrestling champion that
was sentenced to death and executed in
2020 for allegedly killing a security guard
during the 2018 Iran protests), the
political prisoners that were mass
executed over the summer of 1988 and
were buried in Khavaran cemetery in
mass-graves, and also those who were
killed during the bloody November (the
violent oppression of protests in many
cities in November of 2019). The
collective  memory of  previous
movements and oppressions and their

dead (like Neda, Navid, and Khavaran)

is embedded in people's minds. The date
of the formation of the collective subject
of change (or "we") can be the
continuation of the protests of 2017—
2018 protests (Dey Protests), Bloody
November (Aban Protest), the 2021
protests (protests of 1400), and the
Green Movement,33 the hostile attack
on dormitories of the Tehran University
in 1999 and the women’s, student or
labor movements and in short, all social
movements and protests that happened
before Zhina movement. Each of the
previous movements is integrated into
this movement to connect them all.34

Social imagination as a factor of
subjectivity comes to life through art - as
one of the forms of its manifestation -
and can connect different social
movements by providing a common
ground for them that can last in time. On
the other hand, in times of social crisis,
the social imagination of activists also
transforms. For instance, some research
shows that during the 2017-2018 protest
in Iran, the experience of discrimination
and humiliation which came from the
deterioration of the material life of the
individuals and also the loss of social
hope affected the social imagination of
the people.? Such a situation is seen
more clearly during social movements
because social movement causes new
dynamics of social imagination in
different types which can be reflected in
the artistic works, therefor it is affected
by all the social movements in
contemporary Iran, and the
transformation of social imagination is

33 Asghari, “Nagsehiyi Baray-e Ayandey-e Iran [Plans for the Future of Iran|,” Nagd-e Eqtesad-e Siyasi

[Plotical Economy Critigue], February 20, 2023.

34 Nikfar, “Keramat va Omid [Dignity and Hope],” Radio Zamaneh, October 06, 2022.
35 Nowroozpour, “Tahlil-e E’terazat-e Siyasi-e Dey Mah [The Analysis of Political Protest of Dey],” 218.
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also the result of the dynamics of various
social movements®.

During the Zhina movement, songs
related to the Green Movement were
frequently observed to be transformed
into original musical works with minor
adaptations to their text. Fischer believes
that the same thing happened during the
Green Movement  when the
revolutionary music of 1979 played a
crucial role. 37 For the part of the
audience who participated in the Green
Movement before, listening to these
versions  reminds them of the
summoning  togetherness  of  the
protesters during the Green Movement.
Musical works from the 1979 revolution
passed through the same process. Some
works were published without changes
and only with images of everyday
resistance; some were republished with
changes in the text, and others were used
in the text and context of other works.

From the Kbavarans of full of corpses. (Be
Samt-¢ Farday-e Jahan [Toward the Future of
the World))

With the flood of Aban’s blood/ wmixed
with injustice/ our only sin was the roar of
anger/ in response to hatred (Sogand [Oath))

It was Aban | The moon was shining | A
small fish was on the street (Rab-e Mabi [Fish

Way])

God is the blood of our Neda/ God is
Yalda, God is Pouya (Xodanur [Khodanour])

In these protest works the 1979
revolution is also mentioned in two
different ways. While some of them

cherish the memory of the dead of the
previous revolution, most of them
narrate a form of regret, which can be
considered a traumatic experience.38

Hear it today/ with a resounding sound/
as the Jungle Movement/ until the battle of every
hero/

They gave up their lives | in Siabkal (Ser-
¢ Azadi [Freedom poetry))

Optimistic peaple of 79/ Drowning in hope
and bewilderment of 0il share (Madar-e Iran e
Ja Barxaste (Iran’s Mother Has Risen)

Reference to the Girls of the
Enghelab Street (girls who publicly
removed their mandatory hijab and
appeared in the city center during the
winter of 2018) in some of the works
shows the common ground of this
movement with the previous actions and
struggles of Iranian women during all
these years.

I swear to Mabhsa/ to Nika/ to flowing
blood/ to Rira, to Pune, to the death of youth/
to Vida, whose flag broke the enemy’s body (Be
Mabsa be Nika Qasam [Swear to Mabsa,
Swear to Nika])

3.4  Zhina Movement

Addressing the movement itself, its
content, demands, and slogans is one of
the recurring themes in the musical
works  published in the recent
movement. The musical pieces' mention
of slogans and symbols of the
movement recounts the reminiscent role
of music in the movement. Music helps

36 Khosrokhavar, Paivandi and Motaghi, “Taxayyol-e Ejtema’i [Social Imagination],” 52.

37 Fischer, “The Rhythmic Beat,” 535-530.

38 Hajinia, “Osturehay-e Engelab-e 57 [The myths of the 1979 Revolution|,” Radio Zamaneh, January 23,

2023.
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to inscribe the ideas and concepts in the
collective memory of the activists.

Movement themes include women's
problems and embodiment, national or
ethnic identities, the homeland, and a
sense of nationalism, as well as religion.
Songs also mention international
recognition of the movement and its
references. More than anything else, this
movement gained international
dimensions due to feminist demands
and dealing with women’s issues, and
this global attention was represented in
the songs.

Women  should live in  freedom, not
oppression]  because of your efforts, the world
can see. (Zan, Zendegi, Azaidi [Woman, 1ife,
Freedom], Marsh Family)

The blood started to boil in the veins/ The
world was  stunned by this roar (Yaran

[Fellows])

3.4.1 Representation of Slogans,
Symbols, and Victims

Eighty movement-related songs
illustrate slogans, symbols, and the dead
of the movement. Fatemeh Shams
believes:  “The  most important
component of the protest poem is a
meditation on everyday life, ... and
hope, distancing from political slogans
and at the same time remaining loyal to
the ideals hidden in the three symbolic
words of the main slogan of this
revolution, namely “Woman, Life,
Freedom.”

39 Shams, Interview.

And the secret name in my throat/ which is
Mabhsa, which is Nika, my homeland. (Esm-e
Ramsz [Watchword))

Slogans of the movement and
primarily “Woman, Life, Freedom,” are
present in many songs; one of the
examples of the representation of the
slogans of the movement in the lyrics of
the songs is the song “Azadi (Freedom)”
by the Egyptian singer Ramy Essam,
which is wholly composed of the slogans
of the streets of Iran.

Freedom, Woman, Life, Freedom/Don’t
be afraid, don’t be afraid, we are all together/
Be afraid, be afraid, we are all together/ If we
don’t stand together, we will be killed one by
one/ We will fight, we will die, we will take
back Iran (Azadi [Freedom))

"Woman, Life, Freedom" and other
slogans that most actors agree with are
not the only slogans and symbols used in
protest music. Even slogans such as
“Man, Homeland, Prosperity,” which
have been highly disputed and have been
the subject of many debates and received
many criticisms, appeared in some
works, especially the song “Baraye,” the
iconic song of the movement. Some
believe that the latter aimed to re-
establish the dominance of Pahlavi male-
centered nationalism, which is promoted
by the monarchists and is based on
patriarchal ideas which do not represent
the values of the Zhina movement.40

On the other hand, the movement’s
dead are the most prominent symbols of
collective effort. As symbols of
meaning-making and action mechanisms

40 Hooshyari et all, “Engelab-e Iran, Eslam-e Siyasi [Iranian Revolution, Political Islam],” Nagd-e Eqtesad-e

Siyasi [Plotical Economy Critigue], October 7, 2022.
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for mobilizing and fighting injustice,
these names wunite the dominant
frameworks for representing oppression
by the system.*!

The wind in Zhina’s hair, tied Sarina’s
shoes. | My ob my, Romina’s neck/ they must
leave (Avaz-e 1eyliha [1.cilas’ Son)))

Neda, Zhina, Nika, Navid, Sarina/
Your name has become our watchword

(Nenixcam [1 Don’t Want])
3.4.2  Problem Proposed

Iran has been a heterogeneous and
plural complex entity governed by a
centralized state throughout its modern
history, both in Pahlavi and Islamic
Republic  regimes. In the Zhina
movement, more than other previous
social movements, we saw the
participation of those parts of Iran that
have suffered the most from the centrist
governments. The Zhina movement
started in Saqez in Kurdistan, Zhina’s
hometown. Its central slogan, (woman,
life,  freedom)  originated  from
Kurdistan, and the most frequent
protests occurred in Zahedan. From this
point of view, this movement is different
from the previous movements that were
morte focused on the centet.

During the Zhina movement, we
faced a range of political and social
imaginations in which many demands
and multiple voices were heard from
different parts of Iran. The same voices
appeared in the movement’s poems and
songs, which had yet to be widely
discussed. Some of these problems were

proposed for the first time or at least
considered as a central issue for the first
time compared to protest songs of the
Green Movement or the 1979
revolution.

3.4.3  Women and Embodiment

Zhina Mahsa Amini's death under
custody turned her name into a code for
this revolutionary movement. The
slogan  of the Kurdish women's
movement in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and
Turkey (Woman, Life, Freedom), which
indicates woman in it, became the main
slogan of this revolutionary movement
and was reflected in the movement
songs. Furthermore, women's issues are
represented in 49  songs and
embodiment in 39 songs.

Women's problems in the centrist
and patriarchal state of Iran, under
religious hegemony, have not always
been considered a main priority. Despite
all its efforts and advances, the women's
movement has constantly  faced
opposition and pushed back even
among the protesters, which prioritize
other social problems more critically
than women's problems. Mandatory
hijab in Iran is a policy intertwined with
body control, workforce management,
and organizing the public arena. 42
Therefore, when a movement like the
women's movement, which has
generally challenged Iranian society,
claims its demand, it is as if it is speaking
to the government/state or the girls who
reject the mandatory hijab in their daily
life while challenging a traditional way of

41 Mazloomzadeh, “Hargez az Tars Namordeand [They have Never Died of Fear|,” Zeitoon, January 23,

2023.

42 Aslanzadeh, “Hejab-e Ejbari [Mandatory Hijab|,” Nagd-e Eqtesad-e Siyasi/Plotical Economy Critigue], January

07, 2023.
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life and order, the reflection of their
action becomes anti-system.*? It is most
recent social movements in Iran that
have paid more attention to
embodiment and body politics. “A host
of contemporary phenomena, ranging
from AIDS to women’s rights and
assisted reproduction, from gay and
lesbian movements to the Human
Genome Project, have fore-grounded
the body—power relation.” 44 The term
body politics is commonly used to refer
to the operation of power concerning
the actions of the overall body.
Nonetheless, it also refers to the
practices and policies used by society
and the state to discipline the human
body. It is because bodies are the central
core of the family, economies, social and
political  institutions, and  form
governments, civil  society, and
citizenship. 45 Thirty-nine pieces of
music have pointed to this subject.
Keywords such as body, hair, dance,
hijab, woman, choice, kiss, and woman's
rights indicate these topics.

No to the forced hijab...] No to the

morality police/ Enemy of free women (Na,
Na, Na [No, No, Noj)

Choosing the type of cloth is a matter of
taste, not a rule (Haggame [1t’'s My Right])

I am a woman; my life is forbidden/ they
draw a cross on my body (Qafas-e Parcei

[Fabric Cage])

Come and kiss you, that kiss is our protest/
Come, these kisses are the weapon of our
generation (Biya [Come))

34.3.1 Homeland, Nations and
Ethunicities

The concepts of nation, ethnicity,
and homeland are echoed in 24 music.
The main definitions of nationalism and
homeland are strategies, ideas, and
explanations based on understanding the
nation-state. Mohammadpour believes:
“Iran is not a single culture, but a
geography whose cultures have lived
side by side for centuries and have been
influenced by each other.”’# The events
in the Zhina movement have opened a
new horizon for activists who were not
heard before, which can be seen in the
released music. In general, two types of
views can be seen in these
representations. The first type is based
on the unifying symbol, unity, and
identity. The other type is contingent on
accepting differences and pluralities and
recognizing other nations and ethnicities
in Iran’s geography.

Baloch, Kurds and Lors, Turks, Arabs, it
doesn’t matter/ No one sleeps well these days/
With every clothe and your belief for/ Free
Iran/ Prosperous Iran (Iran-e Ziba [Beantifiul
Iranj)

From Baluch and Kurd and 1or/ Hazara
and Turkmen| Arab and Azari/ Mazni and
Gilki/ Ounr shout for freedom/ in our mother
tongue/ the revolution of the nations/ the

43 Azad Armaki and Hajali, “Peydayes-e Jam’iat-e Mo’tarez [Emerging Protest Crowd)],” 492.

44 Sassatelli, “Body Politics,” 347.

45 Al-Ali, “Degargunihay-e Siyasi [Plitical Transformation|,” Nagd-e Eqtesad-¢ Siyasi [Plotical Economy Critigue],

February 02, 2023.

46 Mohammadpour, “Emtena’-e AndiSey-e Farhangi [Refusal of Cultural Thought|,” Nagd-e Eqtesdd-¢ Siyasi

[Plotical Economy Critigue], February 15, 2023.
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revolution of the nations (Engelab-e Mellatha
[Nations Revolution))

Al of us, all of us/ Our backs are bent
under oppression and cruelty/ We are all
kolbars - cross-border labor- whose backpacks
are joy and freedom/ Motherland (Sarzamin-e
Madari [Motherland))

As evident in published musical
works, the lattet's voice was heard more
in the movement's eartly days. The first
voice became more dominant during the
movement as street demonstrations
decreased. By the discourse of
“Secession” and constructing center-
periphery and chaos-stability, these
voices intend to warn people about the
chaos of the social and geographical
“margins.” They want the margin to
remain entitled to the paternal
compassion of the center by rejecting
the demands and merging with the
centrist and authotitarian voice.4’

Another critical point in the poems is
the feminine aspect of the country in the
songs, which can be seen through words
like “mothetland,” “mother of Iran,” or
“mother of the country.” Kamran Matin
believes that in the imagination of
Iranian nationalism, the homeland has a
feminine aspect based on the definition
of honor, whose control and protection
are a man’s duty. This view conflicts with
the primary goals and values of the
Women, Life, Freedom movement.*8

I will leave you in your arms one day, Azad
Azad/ A mother named homeland taught ns

hape. (Ye Ruzi [One Day])

Iran’s mother got up/ demanded her conntry
back from its enemies. (Madar-e Iran ze Ja
Barxaste [Tran’s Mother Has Risen))

We will see your smile again, lady
Iran/Don’t be afraid, 1 will hold youn in my
arms/ lady Iran )Iran Xanum [Lady Iran])

3432 Religion

Religion is discussed in 17 works.
Zhina Mahsa Amini’s death resulted in
different reactions and approaches to
religion in protest music. For instance,
some believe this movement is a sudden
reaction to forcing hijab as a Sharia
order 4 ; while others believe this
movement focuses on political Islam>0.
These differences are also reflected in
the protest song themselves.

The body of my nine-year-old little sister/
was forced wrapped by a black chador | for
drinking two drops of alcobolic beverage/ 1
tasted the bitterness and blackness of the whip
Motavalled-e Dahey-¢ Sast (Born in 60
Decade)

That paradise whose path is force, fear, and
coercion/ is a dirty illusion/ from a sick

thought. (Hagqame [1t’s My Right/)

Cut the bread of this nation/ in the name
of religion/ He is nosy, even in our reproduction
(Marg bar Diktator [Death to the Dictator])

47 Towfigh & Yousefi, “Enqelab-e Melli ya Enqelab-e Mardom [National Revolution or People
Revolution|,” Nagd-e Eqtesad-¢ Siyasi [Plotical Economy Critigne], December 12, 2022.
48 Matin, “Masrut Kardan-e Taskil-e E'telaf [Making the Formation of a Coalition],” Giareng, January 27,

2023.

# Nikzad, “Honar-e F’terazi [Protest Art],” Radio Farda. November 7, 2022.
50 Vahabi, “Eslam-e Siyasi, Jonbes-e Zan, Zendegi, Azadi [Political Isalm, Woman, Life, Freedom

Movement|,” Radio Zamaneh, November 11, 2022.
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Even music songs that directly
criticize religion create a contrast
between “our” religion and “your”
religion. Typically, such approaches to
religion emphasize confrontation with
other interpretations of religion by those
in charge. Vahabi believes that the most
prominent feature of the “Woman, Life,
Freedom” movement is challenging the
dominance of the Walayah system by
“liberating life” from the constraints of
political Islam and back to everyday
life.5!

I hate your religion/ curse your religion/ your
Jorebead  calluses and  your heavy bearts
(Bizaram Az Din-e Somd [I hate Your
Religion))

3.5 Call to Action

The most repeated theme among
these songs is the call for movement,
action, or change represented in 95
pieces. In order to change the situation,
some effort is required to deal with an
overwhelming reality and accumulated
anger and sadness. Call to protest,
revolution and uprising, unity, solidarity,
and presence on the streets are some of
the main words that answer “What
nowr”’

In order to overcome these
difficulties, the narrator explains that
now is the time to act, and action
requests are part of the solution.

Come to my way/ Come to my way/ Come
by my side | so that we pass. | For onr
generation from these bullets | stay by my side
s0 that we pass. (Biya [Come])

IVs a battlefield, you're of any color/ Comee,
it’s difficnlt without you/1t's a battlefield, come
when it’s time to attack | fearlessly in the heart
of the enemy (Meidun-e Jang-e [Its a
Battlefield))

A call to action represents us (me and
you) joining forces to enact a common
enemy and providing grounds for
solidarity. It is an overt invitation to
motion, change, and participation.5?

From your throat to our voice/ Bella Ciao,
Bella Ciao, Bella Ciao, Ciao, Ciao/ We wake
up on a moonlit night/ Someone says, come on,
people/ Either all together or all alone/ We are
awake until tomorrow (Bella Caw [Bella
Ctao], Boloori Sisters)

Let’s agree and/ we walk hand in hand
and/ hold hands and/ get rid of oppression
(Sorud-e Barabari [Equality Anthem))

3.6  Desived Future Vision

Songs bring the image of a utopian
future in which there is no sign of
oppression. Happiness, freedom, joy,
liberation, and hope are among the
concepts depicted in the picture of the
desired future. This theme was included
in 82 songs. The picture is represented
in some songs by binary symbols such as
freedom, dawn, paradise, and spring and
used in opposition to prison, night, hell,
and_winter.

My longing for liberation broke into the
prison of sorrow. | The sweet smell of dawn
passed through my fortress (Xun Az Roxam
Besoy [Wash the Blood of My Face])

51 Vahabi, “Eslam-e Siyasi, Jonbes-e Zan, Zendegi, Azadi [Political Isalm, Woman, Life, Freedom

Movement|,” Radio Zamaneh, November 11, 2022.
52 Baghernia Abkenar, “A Playlist We Know,” 59.
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Firee yourself; free yourself from the shackles
of your desires. | Look, look at the morning
ahead! | What is left of this night except for two
spots of sadness? | Make a new plan for
happiness (Sorud-e Zendegi [Life Anthem))

Yesterday was a path full of sadness/
Today is full of twists and turns/ With our
hands, everyone’s hands/ Tomorrow is the
world’s  paradise (Farday-e Aszadi [The
Upcoming Freedom Day))

In Fischet's view, the aesthetics of
politics, in particular music, allow the
production and  reproduction  of
alternative ~ futures  through  the
infrastructure of the public sphere and
civil society.53

Women’s  liberation is  possible/  this
movement is the originator of it (Sorud-e

Barabari [Equality Anthem))
4  Conclusion

What  distinguished the Zhina
movement from other contemporary
movements in Iran was reflected in the
slogan "Women, Life, Freedom" and its
progressive demands. In this movement,
women regained their subjectivity more
than ever, and subjugated bodies resisted
the terrifying force of oppression. In
addition to commemorating Zhina
Mehsa Amini's memory, musical pieces
discussed oppression addressed
women's issues, and represented the
slogans and goals of the movement. The
song "Braye" composed by Shervin
Hajipour, "Sorud-e Barabari - (Equality
Anthem) -" songs like "Be Nam-e
Doxtaran-e Sarzamin-e Aftab" - (In the
Name of the Girls of the Sun Land) -
and "Aviz-e Leylaha" - (Leilas' Songs) —
both produced by unknown artists and

53 Fischer, “The Rhythmic Beat,” 535.

the works of artists like "Mehdi Yerahi"
are among them. Countless covers of
revolutionary songs and their reflections
showed the influence of music on this
revolutionary movement. A video of the
students at Sharif University singing the
song "Sorud-e Zan" - (Woman's
Anthem, which was produced by Mehdi
Yarahi in the very first days of the
movement and became one of the iconic
pieces of music produced for the
movement) - or other revolutionary
songs sung by students in universities
and schools are examples of it.

The revolutionary nature of this
movement can be understood from the
vocabulary and concepts used in these
songs. For the first time in the history of
post-revolution struggles, the issue of
women and compulsory hijab came
from the margins, became a primary
demand of the protestors, and
positioned itself in revolutionary and
protest music. Mandatory hijab is a
symbol of subjugation and domination
over human bodies. The protest music
pieces published at this time played a
significant role in rejecting such
repressive  policies,  breaking  the
legitimacy of established power, and
symbolizing  repression and  the
connection between this movement and
previous protests and movements in
Iran. Furthermore, they encourage those
who listen to them to stand up, act and
create a desirable future. The farther we
get from the ecarly days of this
movement, the louder the reactionary,
patriarchal, and authoritatian voices
echo. The same voices feared the
weakening of the male position and



| 94| Ashtiani

patriarchal values. In the times of media
hegemony, art can create an alternative
way to think and create meaning. The
progressive music produced in the
movement's eatly days can continue to
exist in the social life of Iranians and
create meaning and influence society.

Innovations in initiatives and creative
ways of expression in art can always
remind us of what we were looking for
compared to our current situation.
Despite its dynamic and changing
nature, the social movement, like
everything else in human life, needs care,
revision, and maintenance of its
progressive  values. Enforcing the
individuals' voices and calling for
collective social action, art, and music,
can help sustain the values and radical
demands of the movement. It can also
provide a critical view and promising
future for everyone involved in the
movement. The relationship that
movements have with artistic creativity
helps the emergence of the new that
makes a change in societies possible
through movements and keeps the hope
for a better future alive.
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Appendix
. q Language or
Row  Song Title Vocalist Dialect
1 Madar-c Iran ze Ja Barxaste (Iran’s Mother Has Unknown Farsi
Risen)
2 Sorud-e Barabari (Equality Anthem) Shirin Ardalan, Azadeh Faramarzi Farsi
3 Ey Zan, Ey H()Zur-c Zendegi (O woman, O Unknown Farsi
presence of life)
4 Itan-c Man (My Iran) King Raam, Gdal, Erfan, Rana Mansour, Farsi

Hamed Nikpay
5 Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom) Madgal Farsi
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6

10

11
12
13

14

15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24
25

26

27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

43

Mo’jeze (Miracle)
Meidun-e Jang-e (It’s a Battlefield)
Esm-e Ramz (Watchword)

Be Samt-e Farday-e Jahan (Toward the Future
of the World)

Be Nam-e Doxtaran-e Engelab) In the Name of

the Gitls of the Sun Land

Muhato Baz Kon, Beist (Hair down, Stand up)
Dar Zamin-e Man (In my Land)

Hanuz (Yet Still)

Sorud-e Rahai (The Anthem of Libaration)

Payan (The End)

Pegah-e Omid (The Morning of Hope)
Nabz-e Asfalt (Asphalt Pulse)

Zina (Zhina)

Sorud-e Zan (Woman’s Anthem)

Iranam Ce Konam? (What Should I Do My
Iran?)

Az Ma (From Us)

Xune (Home )

Tanha (Alone)

Iran Xanum (Lady Iran)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)

Bia va Hamseda So Ba Man (Come and Sing
with Me)

Agar Barxizim (If We Rise up)
Na, Na, Na! (No, No, No!)

Mammad Nabudi Bebini (Muhammad, You
Were’nt There to See)

Jasn (Celebration)

Xasm-e Ma (Our Anger)

Baray-e (Baraye)

Fekr Kardeid (Have You Thought)
Zendunay-e Xaste (Tired Prisons)

Gerye dar Ragbar (Crying in a Shower)
Nabz (Pulse)

Ci Cesme (Chi Cheshmeh)

Bella Caw (Bella Ciao)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Doxtaran-e Sirus (Daughters of Siroos)
Barandazam (I’'m Subversive)

Marg bar Diktator (Death to the Dictator)

Xun-e Argavanha (The Blood of Eastern
Redbud)

Siavash Ghomeishi
Toomaj Salehi
Unknown

Datiush

Unknown

Kct
Bijan Nekoubin
Hamed Nikpay

Alborz, Keyvan, Kian, Sormeh, Sara

Mohammadi
Samavayo Band
Derakhte Gerdoo
Peyman Salimi
Shahram Nazeri

Mehdi Yarahi
Misagh, Ehsan Karami

Unknown
Surplus
Rastak

Erfan Ghadiri
Shine & Shid

Unknown

Unknown
Eskandar Abadi

Unknown

Azbon Band

Hani Niroo
Shervin Hajipour
Roozbeh Emad
Nader Tajalli, Bianca di Luna
Googoosh
Surplus

Aida Shahghasemi
Boloori Sisters
Unknown

Mahya Hamedi
Pishahang
Dadkhah

Students of Kurdistan University

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

English
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Kurdish

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Lori

Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Lori

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
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44
45
46

47

48
49
50
51

52

53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

62

63
64
65
66

67

68

69

70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

Jin, Jian, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Bar Pa Xiz (Get Up)
In Yeki Ham Vase (This One is Also For)

Yek Tar-e Mu T4 Azadi (A Hair’s Breadth to
Freedom)

Jasn-e Azadi (Celebration of Happiness)
Seday-e Ma (Our Voice)

Kaf-e Xiyabuna (The Pavements)

Biya be Meydan (Come to the Field)

Vay Agar In Sir Ra Dargir-e Bidari Konand
(Wow, If They Involve This Lion in
Awakening)

Ce Mikoni (What Are You Doing?)

Iran-e Ziba (Beautiful Iran)

Haqqame (It’s My Right)

Begu (Say)

Zolm Nemimanad (Oppression Will not Last)
Sorud-e Azadi (Freedom Anthem)

Azadi (Freedom)

Avaz-e Azadi (Freedom Song)

Azid Yasam (Be Free)

Dobare (Again)

Cakavak-e Xunin (Bloody Larks)

Xiyaban (Street)

Xuney-e Madarbozorge (Grandma’s House)
Esm-e Ramz (Watchword)

Radd-e Enkar-e Xasm-e Ma (Rejecting the
Denial of Our Anger)

Marg bar Setamgar (Death to the Oppressor)

Ey Jallad Nangat Bad (O Executioner, Shame
on You)

Xizes (Uprising)

Avaz-e Leylaha [Leilas’ Son]

Ey éarqiy—c Qamgin (O Sad Eastern)
Ba Ham Yeki (One Together)
Doxtar-e Bad (Bad Girl)

Mars-e Zan (Woman’s Anthem)
Farda (Tomorrow)

Faryad-e Ettehad-e Ma (Our Unity Song)
Parandey-e Sekari (Bird of Prey)

Be Pa Xizid (Stand Up)

Zan-e Azide (Freedwoman)

Mah-e¢ Kamel (Complete Moon)

Unknown
Confederation of Iranian Students

Hichkas
Pendar

Unknown

Sahand Sotoudeh

Unknown

Naser Razzazi, Ebi, Shahin Najafi

Unknown

Dariush
Shahin Rashidi
Golazin
Bomrani
Unknown
Unknown
Ramy Essam
Milad Bagheri
Unknown

Googoosh, Leila Foroohar, Sogand,
Shahrzad Sepanlou, Darya Dadvar, Shohreh
Aghdashloo

Saman
Hamid Sharifi
Unknown
Unknown

Children of the Profound
Roozbeh Emad
Unknown

Welat Art House
Unknown
Unknown
Sogand

SMaryam Salehigand
Aria Torkanbouri
Surplus

Rastak

Firmesk
Unknown

Negin Parsa

Maryam Salehi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Kurdish, Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Turkic

Farsi

Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Turkic
Farsi
Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
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82
83

84

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112

113

114
115
116

118
119
120

Azadi (Freedom)
Tusey-e¢ Omid (Ration of Hope)

Az Xasm-e To (From Your Anger)

Jang Ast Madar (Mother, It’s War)
Ey Zan (A Woman)

Ey Zan (A Woman)

Sogand (Oath)

Rah-e Kuce (Alley Way)

Jange, Jange (It’s War, It’s War)
Tabl-e Aza (Mourning Drum)
Qognus (Phoenix)

Xik-e Bi Ayene (Mirrotless Soil)
Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Axatin Omid (The Last Hope)

Be Nam-e Gohar-e Esqi (In the Name of
Gohar Eshghi)

Biyayid, Biyayid (Come, Come)

Ma Yek be Yek Mahsayim (We Are Each
Mabhsa)

Darya Sodim (We became Sea)

Inak Zan (Now Woman)

Payan (The End)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Jin, Jian, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Fal (Omen)

Sarzamin-e Madari (Motherland)

Nemixam (I Don’t Want)

Iran, Iran (Iran Iran)

Rang-e Jahannam (The Color of the Hell)
Gus Fara Dahid (Listen)

Ma Zende Mimunim (We Survive)

Toqyanam Arezust (My Rebellion Is My Desire)

Azidi dar Rag-e Man va Tost (Freedom Is in
Your Veins and Mine)

Motavalled-e Dahey-e Sast (Born in 60 Decade)
Hey Rafiq (Hey Comrade)
Biya (Come)

Paso Az Xab-e Cehel Sale (Wake Up from
Forty Years of Sleep)

Faryad (Scream)
Xorus (Seething)

Xun Az Roxam Besoy (Wash the Blood of My

Kamyar
Niki Atash Afrooz

Hero & Frya, Armin Nejad Yousefi, Mehran
Mirmiti, Hiva Rahaei

Mahboubeh Golzati
Minoram

Redline

Music students of Culture and Art University
Music Students
Unknown

Bahman 19

Rana Mansout, Martik
Fanoos Band
Unknown

AzShanbe

Unknown
Babak Sharifi Majd
Mahtab Haghighi

Behrouz Paygan
Unknown
Kourosh Hashemi
Marsh Family
Bistoon Band
Unknown

Toomaj Salehi
Unknown

Ayda Rastgou
Sepideh Jandaghi
Mahboubeh Golzati, Kourosh Shahani
Najmadin Gholami
Yasaman Saleki

Music Students
Unknown

Sina Vaziti
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

Azadi Radio
Maryam Parsi

Homayoun Shajarian

English

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Baluchi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi
English
Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Lori

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
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121
122
123
124

125

126
127
128
129
130
131

132

133
134

135

136

137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146

147

148

149

150

151

152
153
154
155

Face)

Qafas-e Parcei (Fabric Cage)

RajazMuye (Rage and Moan)

Ye Ruzi (One Day)

So Kon Xatar (Stand Up, Take the Risk)

In Fereydun Mikosad Zahhak Ra (This
Fereydun Kills Zahhak

Bar Xiz (Stand Up)

Rah-e Mahi (Fish Way)

Parvaz-e Azidi (Freedom Fly)

Dus be Dus-e Ham (Side By Side)

Zahhak (Zahhak)

Ezdehay-e Zaman (The Dragon of Epoch)

Farddy-e Azadi (The Upcoming Freedom Day)

Mibusamat (Kiss You)
Ma (Us)

Xosa Rah-e Azadi (Blessed the Way of
Freedom)

Zina Zende Ast, Dalir va Javan (Zhina Is Alive,
Brave and Young)

Vatan (Homeland)

Sorud-e Zendegi (Life Anthem)

Engqelab-e Mellatha (Nations Revolution)
Bayad Jangid (Must Fight)

Biya (Come)

Ma Taslim Nemisavim (We Won’t Give Up)
Man Negaranetam (I’'m Worried about You)
Kuculu (Little One)

Sorud-e Kiyan (Kian’s Anthem)

Ma Iranim (We Are Iran)

Ke Parvardey-e Daman-e Yek zanam (I've Been
Raised by A Woman)

Az Janq Mitarsim Na (Are We Afraid of War?
Nol)

Man Ham az Kostegan-e Abanam (I'm Also
One of Aban’s Dead)

In Dafe Farq Dare (This Time Is Different)

Az Xun-e Javanan-e¢ Vatan Lale Damide (A
Tulip Has Been Raised From the Blood of the
Youth of the Country)

Baray-e Iran (For Iran)

Sorud-e Aban (Aban’s Anthem)
Nasl-e Zed (Z Generation)
Azadi Agar (Freedom, If)

Maria
Kourosh Shahani, Rezaei
Koroush, Raha and Sami

Unknown
Unknown

Edris Foroughi
Gorooh Sorood
Unknown
Music Students
Dang Show
Unknown

Shabnam Tolouei, Arash Sobhani, Golrokh
Aminian, Mehran Aminian, Lisbeth Helgesen
Faramatz Aslani

Erfan Ghiyasi

Kourosh

Bandar Abbas Artists

Unknown

Unknown
Mehdi Yarahi
Unknown
Neghab
Unknown
Hero and Frya
Tina Emi
Solmaz Naraghi
Redline Band
Unknown

Music Students

Dang Show

Mona Namin

021G

Unknown

Mina Deris
Unknown
Subvert

Pirouz Band

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi

Gilaki

Farsi

Farsi
Mazanderani
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Bandari

Kurdish

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
English

Farsi
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156
157
158

159

160

161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169

170

171

172

173

174
175
176
177
178
179

Yaran (Fellows)
Iran Sedayat Mikonad (Iran Is Calling You)
Agab Nemikesam (I Wont Pull Back)

Ey Zan Ey Hozur-e Zendegi (O Woman, O
Presence of Life)

Dige Cizi Namunde (There’s Nothing Left to
Get There)

Neday-e Jang (Call of Battle)

Lalayi (Lalaei)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Sures (Rebellion)

Donna Vita Liberta (Woman, Life, Freedom)
Rags-e Piruzi (Dance of Victory)
MaramName (Manifesto)

Xodanur (Khodanour)

Ser-e Azadi (Freedom poetry)

Dast-e Hamo Migirim (We Hold Each Other’s
Hands)

Be Mahsa be Nika Qasam (Swear to Mahsa,
Swear to Nika)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi (Woman, Life, Freedom)

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi [Yek Qatre Xun](Woman,
Life, Freedom)

Rags-e Azadi (Freedom Dance)
In Niz Bogzarad (This Shall Pass)
Faryad Kon (Shot out)

Kuce be Kuce Sangaram
Doxtar-e Iran (Daughter of Iran)

Bizaram Az Din-e Soma (I hate Your Religion)

Farzad Fattahi
Hadi Hajilou
Kimia

Unknown

Unknown

People Band

Sanandaji Students

Unknown

Rafar

Fabio Tticomi, Azadeh Ahmadian
Bijan Mortazavi

Unknown

Ardavan Hatami

Unknown

Music Graduates of the University of Arts

Unknown
Unknown
Madgal

Darya Dadvar
Ashkan Shafiei
Navid Zardi
Unknown
Matin

Saba Zameni

Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
Kurdish
Farsi
Kurdish
Italian, Farsi
Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
Farsi
Farsi, Kurdish
Farsi
Farsi

Farsi
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Unaccomplished Protest Movements in Iran and the
Challenge of Building a Collective Imaginary of
Political Change

Saceed Paivandi

Abstract

The post-green movement years in Iran are marked by the emergence of a new generation of protest
movements that no longer aim to reform the Islamic Republic by calling for a radical change in the political
system. The two popular Movements in 2017 and 2019, severely repressed by the state, are examples of
this political rupture and this paradigmatic shift. These popular protest movements, largely nsing social
networks, were spontaneous, without leadership or political project. The Woman, Life and Freedom
Movement that emerged from September 2022 in the context of a society in political impasse, was original
and unprecedented. Despite the bloody repression, the Movement that was triggered after the death of
Mabhsa Aminin, the young girl arrested by the morality police cansed a wide political crisis in Iran. The
_young girls and boys involyed in this Movement protested against deficiencies and injustices that were directly
linked to the anthentic and human needs of individuals in modern society. This time too, the actors of the
movement knew very well against what they were contesting without being able to propose an alternative
project and a new horizon for society. The purpose of this text is to make a critical reading of these
unaccomplished movements which, despite their ampleness or the legitimacy of their protest, fail in
mobilizing the whole of society around a collective imaginary and imposing significant political change.

Keywords

social movement, social imaginary, Iran, protest actors, Woman, Life, Freedom
Movement
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2020.
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Iranian women’s Agency in the “Women Life Freedom”
' and Its Consequences

Farzaneh Sadeght, Maryam Tehrani

Abstract

The "Woman Life Freedom' movement started with the murder of Mebsa-Jina Amini and the protest
against the bebavior of the Sharia police (Gashte Ershad), with the call of women's rights activists to
protest against this action, and continued with various calls for at least 100 days throughout Iran. This
study excamines the agency of Iranian women in the "'Woman Life Freedon" movement and its outcomes.
This research is exploratory, using the qualitative method and a semi-structured interview. In this research,
19 Iranian women were interviewed, including 16 inside Iran and 3 ontside the country. These interviews
are conducted in order to find out the different types of agency of Iranian women in this movement. The
findings demonstrate that Iranian women bave performed all kinds of activism, which in this study is
categoriged as symbolic, physical, caregiving, legalistic, and cognitive activism. Turning women into political
signifiers, raising women's rights again, making women visible, increasing religious tolerance, giving women
more control over their bodies, changing the position of anti-feminists, spontaneous organization, hope for
change from within, and a promising future. are among the categories that are extracted from interviews
with these women.

Keywords

agency, women's agency, women's movement, "Woman Life Freedom" movement
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Criticism of the Normal Subject

Entering the Discourse Analysis of the '""Women, Life,
Freedom' Movement

Mohammadreza Nikfar

Abstract

The subject of this note is leadership, but not in the context of a specific individual or group. By analyzing
the discourse of the current movement in Iran, the focus of the note is on the normal subject, a subject whose
normality conceals the structural abnormalities of Iranian society.

Keywords

Discourse, Discourse analysis, Normalization, Subject
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Is Iran on the Verge of Another Revolution?

Asef Bayat

Abstract:

How do we matke sense of Iran’s “Women, Life, Freedom”, the extraordinary political nprising that came
to being following the death of the Kurdish Mahsa Zhina Amini in September 2022 in the police custody
for wearing an "improper” hijab? This is neither a “feminist revolution” per se, nor simply the revolt of
the new generation, nor merely about mandatory hijab. This is a movement to reclaim life, a struggle to
liberate free and dignified existence from an internal colonization. As the primary objects of this
colonization, women have become the protagonists of a movement that may set the Islamic Republic on a
revolutionary course.

Keywords

Iran, internal colonization, revolutionary course, social movement
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Historical Origins and Dynamics of the ‘Kurdish
' Question’

Kamyran Matin

Abstract

The revolutionary movement of ‘Woman, Life, Freedom’ began from Kurdistan and spread to Iran. This
slogan is a product of Kurdish freedom movement which has been ongoing for more than a century. The
strategic significance of the slogan ‘Woman, Life, Ereedom’ in the current conjuncture of Iranian politics
slogan necessitates a dynamic and bistorical understanding of the so-called ‘Kurdish question’ in Iran and
the wider region. This paper is a tentative response to this need throngh an intellectual framework that on
analytical level avoids ‘methodological state-centrism’, and on theoretical level avoids ‘nternalism’. It
Jforegrounds the intersocietal nature of the bistorical emergence and evolution of the Kurdish question and
the abiding significance of geopolitical dynamics within it. It argues that due to the international dynamics
of the Kurdish question only a new, plural and democratic conception of ‘the nation’ and political and
cultural 109ecentralization can offer a sustainable solution to it.

Keywords
Geopolitics, Iran, Iraq, Kurds, Kurdish Question, Kurdistan, Nationalism, Turkey
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